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‘PM taking forward
Sant Ravidas’s ideals’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

BJP president Nitin Nabin
on Monday said Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s lea-
dership was taking forward
Sant Ravidas’s ideals of so-
cial harmony, equality and
selfless service, with deve-
lopment reaching the
poorest of the poor.

He was speaking at the
party’s Samrasta Sankalp
Abhiyan (Social Harmony
Pledge Campaign) event,
organised to mark the
650% birth anniversary of
Sant Shiromani Ravidas, a
Bhakti poet, who fought
for the marginalised sec-

tions of society.

Mr. Nabin said that un-
der the Modi government,
development schemes
were being delivered to the
poor and the last person in
society. About 25 crore pe-
ople had been brought out
of poverty, he said. He said
the BJP’s resolve was to un-
ite every section of society
and realise the goal of a
Viksit Bharat by 2047.

Among those present
were Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, BJP State
president and Minister of
State Harsh Malhotra. Mr.
Nabin said the party’s en-
tire cadre was carrying for-
ward the campaign.

25A8. ‘PM taking forward Sant Ravidas’s ideals’
T T AT & At Fr 3mr qer @ &

e BJP president Nitin Nabin on Monday said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership was taking forward Sant
Ravidas’s ideals of social harmony, equality and selfless
service, with development reaching the poorest of the poor.

$1TSTaT 3reeT fAfae Al o AHAR HT Fgl foh TUTAHAT elig
AT & fed H WHATTSIS FATHAT, FATTAT 3R fov-waref @ar &
T AT o 3Tt Y 33T ST ST TET & 31} A &t et
3ifer it o1k oI TR

¢ He was speaking at the party’'s Samrasta Sankalp
Abhiyan (Social Harmony Pledge Campaign) event, organised
to mark the 650th birth anniversary of Sant Shiromani

Ravidas, a Bhakti poet, who fought for the marginalised
sections of society.

Jg UTET & FAIHAT Hehed ATAIT (Social Harmony Pledge
Campaign) FHA H it @ &, ST 3mae= afea #f3 3k

AT & AT 9T Foud gt & fow g = arer I RO tRery $r 6504t st & 3aex
o fopar I 2|

e Mr. Nabin said that under the Modi government, development schemes were being delivered
to the poor and the last person in society.

A AT o gl T AN TEHR & dad [AHT Aer=3it T arer 10e) 3R g7 & 3ifasq safFa

T qg T ST 3@ B
About 25 crore people had been brought out of poverty, he said.

3egiel g foh SIS 25 FUT AN F TN ¥ a8 AFrm ITAT R

He said the BJP’s resolve was to unite every section of society and realise the goal of a Viksit
Bharat by 2047.

3egiel gl foh HTSTIT T Hhed WATS & TcdF Ta H Thole FLAT A 2047 e RAFRAT 9T &
& T AR AT g |

Among those present were Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, BJP State president and
Minister of State Harsh Malhotra.

3afer ot & feeelt Sy s Y@ JredT, s77eTdT & Ferer redeT iR Uo7 7l g Ao
e |

Mr. Nabin said the party’s entire cadre was carrying forward the campaign.

Y ST ¥ gt T ATt 1 O T 5@ A THART F 3 T9T @R

Sant Shiromani Guru Ravidas

The important date distinction is that the Government of India observed his 649th
birth anniversary on 1 February 2026, while the 650th Prakash Parv is to be
celebrated in 2027.

Haryana began year-long commemorative activities in July 2026 leading up to the
650th anniversary.
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Who Was Sant Ravidas?

 Sant Ravidas, also known as Raidas, Guru Ravidas or Bhagat Ravidas, was a medieval
Indian Bhakti poet, saint and social reformer associated particularly with North India.

» Government and educational sources commonly place his birth around 1376-77 CE at or
near Varanasi/Kashi, although historical traditions differ about the precise chronology of his
life. Bihar SCERT describes him as having been born sometime around 1376-1377 CE,
while contemporary government commemorations use a chronology consistent with the 650th
anniversary falling in 2027.

» He was born into a community traditionally associated with leather-working, which
occupied a low position in the prevailing caste hierarchy. This social background profoundly
shaped his critique of untouchability, caste discrimination and inherited social status.

* He became one of the prominent voices of the Nirguna Bhakti tradition, which

emphasised devotion to a God beyond rigid physical form and ritual boundaries. Haryana
government material describes him as one of the foremost pillars of Nirgun Bhakti.

Core Teachings of Guru Ravidas

Equality of Human Beings

* Ravidas rejected the idea that one person could be spiritually superior to another merely
because of birth or caste.

* His teachings challenged a society in which occupation and social status were often
hereditary and in which communities considered “untouchable” faced severe exclusion.

* In modern language, his message can be understood as an assertion of human dignity and
equality.

Opposition to Untouchability and Social Hierarchy

* Ravidas's importance was not limited to abstract spirituality. His life and compositions
offered a powerful critique of caste prejudice and social exclusion.

* His own social location made this critique particularly significant: an individual from a
socially marginalised occupational community became a widely respected spiritual authority.

Dignity of Labour

» Ravidas's life is associated with the idea that honest work does not reduce an individual’s
spiritual or social worth.

* This challenged the notion that certain occupations could make particular communities
inherently inferior.
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* For a student, the idea can be understood simply as: a person’s dignity comes from
humanity and conduct, not from hereditary occupation.

Devotion Over Ritual Status
* Ravidas stressed sincere bhakti, remembrance of the Divine and inner purity.

* His message questioned the idea that religious privilege belonged only to particular castes
or those able to perform elaborate rituals.

« Thus, Bhakti became an instrument through which socially excluded groups could claim
direct access to the divine.

The Idea of “Begampura”

* One of the most celebrated compositions associated with Ravidas begins with “Begampura
Sehar Ko Nao”, which is included in university curricula on Bhakti poetry.

» Begampura literally conveys the idea of a city without sorrow or suffering.
* Ravidas imagines an ideal social order free from oppressive hierarchy, fear and deprivation.

* Begampura can therefore be interpreted as a powerful medieval vision of a society
characterised by freedom, dignity and social equality.

* For example, if a society does not determine a person's worth on the basis of birth and

nobody is excluded from social life because of caste, it approximates the egalitarian ideal
represented by Begampura.

Language and Literary Importance

* Ravidas composed devotional poetry in the vernacular linguistic environment of North
India, making religious and social ideas accessible beyond scholarly elites.

« His compositions use direct imagery and everyday experience rather than highly technical
philosophical language.

* Important compositions studied today include “Begampura Sehar Ko Nao,” “Tohi Mohi
Mohi Tohi Antar Kaisa,” and “Prabhu Ji Tum Chandan Hum Pani.” Delhi University
includes these works in its study of Bhakti poetry.

* This vernacular character of Bhakti literature helped democratise religious discourse by
making spiritual ideas accessible to ordinary people.

Guru Ravidas and the Sikh Tradition

» Ravidas's importance extends beyond one religious community.
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* His devotional compositions became part of the broader Sant-Bhakti tradition and were
incorporated into Sikh scriptural tradition.

* The Adi Granth, compiled by Guru Arjan in 1604, contains compositions of several
Bhagats from Bhakti and related devotional traditions, including Ravidas. This gave his
poetry a lasting place in Sikh religious practice and memory.

» This is one reason Guru Ravidas enjoys especially strong reverence in Punjab, apart from
Uttar Pradesh and other parts of northern India.

Ravidas and Mirabai

» Mirabai and Rani Jhali were among those influenced by him.

Why Ravidas Was Important for Marginalised Sections

* Ravidas transformed the experience of social exclusion into a broader philosophy of
equality and dignity.

» He demonstrated that spiritual authority did not require high caste status, wealth or
political power.

* His ideal society challenged not only untouchability but also the larger assumption that
social inequality was divinely ordained.

» Consequently, Ravidas later became an important cultural and intellectual symbol in
movements concerning Dalit identity, dignity and social justice.

* Contemporary academic work continues to examine Ravidas in relation to Dalit assertion,

medieval Hindi poetry and social transformation. JNU, for example, records specialised
scholarship on “Dalit Asmita aur Raidas ka Kavya” and Ravidas's Nirguna sensibility.

Contemporary Relevance

* Ravidas's teachings closely resonate with modern constitutional principles such as equality,
dignity, social justice and rejection of untouchability.

* His idea that birth should not determine human worth remains significant in addressing
contemporary forms of caste discrimination and social exclusion.

* His emphasis on fraternity also complements the constitutional ideal of fraternity assuring
the dignity of the individual.

* In 2026, both the President and Prime Minister emphasised his enduring message of justice,
compassion, equality and social harmony.

Recent Government Initiatives
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crore.

Adampur.”

* In 2024, development works worth approximately ¥32 crore around the Sant Guru Ravidas
Janmasthali at Seer Govardhanpur, Varanasi were inaugurated, while the foundation stone
was laid for a Sant Ravidas Museum and park beautification project worth about 362

* On 1 February 2026, the 649th birth anniversary was officially commemorated, and
Adampur Airport in Punjab was renamed “Shri Guru Ravidass Maharaj Ji Airport,

MGs Hisoy
Celebrating Prophet’s birth

Milad-un-Nabi, also known as Mawlid al-Nawabi, marks
the observance of the birth of the Islamic Prophet Mu-
hammed. Celebrated on the 12th day of Rabi ‘al-Awwal,
the third month of the Islamic calendar, this occasion
holds deep spiritual significance for millions of Muslims
across the globe. The day serves primarily as a sacred time
for reflection, gratitude and remembrance, said Syed
Meeran.

Rather than a grand, ostentatious holiday, Milad-un-Na-
bi is centered on honouring the life, teachings and noble
character (Akhlaq) of Prophet Muhammed. Devotees gath-
er in mosques, community centres and homes to listen to
lectures detailing his life story, recite poetry in his praise
(Nats or Mawlid compositions) and readings from the
Koran.

Central to the celebration is the message of universal
peace, compassion and charity. Prophet Muhammed is re-
garded in Islam as Rahmatan lil-Aalamin (a mercy to the
worlds) and the observance emphasises his legacy of kind-
ness towards the poor, social justice, forgiveness and com-
munity service. Across many traditions, communities pre-
pare elaborate feasts, distribute food to the less fortunate
and organise charitable drives to honour his altruistic spi-
rit. Emulating the Prophet’s concern for the vulnerable fa-
milies and feeding them is a core aspect on this day. Ulti-
mately, Milad-un-Nabi is more than a historical
commemoration. It acts as an annual renewal of faith, en-
couraging believers to embody the Prophet’s virtues —
honesty, humility, patience and love — in their daily lives,
strengthening social harmony and spiritual growth.

25A8. Celebrating Prophet’s birth
e & SeH T 3cHT

e Milad-un-Nabi, also known as Mawlid al-Nawabi,
marks the observance of the birth of the Islamic Prophet
Muhammed.

rene-3a-adl, o Alfee re-aed & A7 J o J=T ST

SECITH o Y3TaR HEFHG oh SToH o THIUT ohT 3T &

e Celebrated on the 12th day of Rabi ’al-Awwal, the
third month of the Islamic calendar, this occasion holds deep
spiritual significance for millions of Muslims across the
globe.

SEATHT ShelsY oh TR HeleT J&T 3rel-37edel T 1207 dRIE &l
HATIT SiTeT dTell g IR AT 8 & olrGll HeTHATAT o ferw
MR ITEATeAS HEged 1 &

e The day serves primarily as a sacred time for
reflection, gratitude and remembrance, said Syed Meeran.
e, AR = e T TE foet Hew &9 & Riaay, Faaar sk
TAIOT & ToIT U 9fa e 31aT) & §I H AAIT ST g

¢ Rather than a grand, ostentatious holiday, Milad-un-
Nabi is centered on honouring the life, teachings and noble
character (Akhlaq) of Prophet Muhammed.

9T 3T @Ead) 30T & I, fAAE-3-a7d &1 ohg Yatax

HqeFAe o Shaa, Ryamsit 3k weram TR (3r@e) 1 g FE L

e Devotees gather in mosques, community centres and homes to listen to lectures detailing his
life story, recite poetry in his praise (Nats or Mawlid compositions) and readings from the

Koran.

#erre] AfesTal, FrTers Hal AR e_T & v g 3ot Sfidet T HYT IX TR SAEATT
G ¥, 39T T F HRATE (A1 a1 g ) Tod § AR T 9IS R E

e Central to the celebration is the message of universal peace, compassion and charity.
TH 3c0d T g Teer AEsilfAe enfay, woom 3 gretefierar &1

e Prophet Muhammed is regarded in Islam as Rahmatan lil-Aalamin (a mercy to the worlds)
and the observance emphasises his legacy of kindness towards the poor, social justice,
forgiveness and community service.

SEATH F YaTa HEFAC, I WA foel-ATerHleT (FAEd FOR & v &am) A sirar § 31k g
3TET IS o Gl ST, AT #a12, &7AT 3R WIASTAF e T SeTehr Faed oY e &l

gl

e Across many traditions, communities prepare elaborate feasts, distribute food to the less
fortunate and organise charitable drives to honour his altruistic spirit.
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fafdea RoR3it  Fegery fady siter SRR X €, afera ot & siterer RafRa wxa § 3 sahr
TRYHFRY HTGAT FT FFATT FI & AT GATS HRAIAEAY 7 3T a8

o Emulating the Prophet’s concern for the vulnerable families and feeding them is a core aspect
on this day.

FAIR AR IgRfRre aRaErT & wfer dataR 1 fRiar 1 srgator 3 AR 378 sierer Fwam 38 B
T Teh THE Y&l B |
¢ Ultimately, Milad-un-Nabi is more than a historical commemoration.
Had:, fAeg-3a-ad) daa v Aagfas FAtvicaa & & 3= §1

e |t acts as an annual renewal of faith, encouraging believers to embody the Prophet’s virtues
— honesty, humility, patience and love — in their daily lives, strengthening social harmony
and spiritual growth.

g ATEYT & I ADARIOT & FT 7 S Tl & 3R faearf@ar & 3m9er S siaet 7 Jorew
& Jol—EATereRY, fererar, & 3R Yot 319 & forw Ui axar g, forad amfors
FAEAT AR sremfons R A giar |

GS Paper 1: Geography

01 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

25A8

SC bans constructions near Rajasthan’s Jojari river to curb pollution

YGUT X 3F2A oM & fAw SC & Toreyrar i ot 7et & 91w fA#or w1 A s

SC bans constructions
near Rajasthan’s Jojari
river to curb pollution

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday banned any con-
struction or development
activities ~ within 100
metres of Jojari River in Ra-
jasthan. The court also
prohibited hazardous in-
dustries within 500 metres
of either side of the exist-
ing flood line along the riv-
er’s flow path.

The decision by a Bench
of Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta is the
latest in a series of inter-
ventions made by the apex
court to protect the seaso-
nal river, which has faced a
barrage of contamination
that has affected around
two million lives in the wa-
ter-starved State.

On August 4, the apex

court had suggested that
the Rajasthan government
prepare a 20-point resolu-
tion plan to deal with the
issue of contamination in
the Jojari, Bandi and Luni
rivers in the State.

The Jojari river passes
through Jodhpur, the Ban-
di river flows through Pali,
and the Luni river runs
through Balotra. The Bandi
and Jojari rivers merge
with the Luni river near Ba-
lotra city.

‘Consider relocation’
The Supreme Court had
said that the entire indus-
trial area in Pali was locat-
ed along the river bank. It
had said that the State
authorities would have to
consider relocating indus-
tries away from the river in
the long run.

25A8. SC bans constructions near Rajasthan’s
Jojari river to curb pollution

YGUUT 9T 3HF M & faw SC F Tarewar i
S 7T & g1 AT 9% A TS

e The Supreme Court on Monday banned any
construction or development activities within 100 metres of
Jojari River in Rajasthan.

oo FARITAY o QIHTR T TSTEATH I A AdY & 100
e & gt & R ofr raTor ar faew arfafaf®r og A oomr
Al

e The court also prohibited hazardous industries
within 500 metres of either side of the existing flood line
along the river’s flow path.

AT o 74T & YdTg ATl & | His[g 916 & (flood line)
& Gl 3N 500 HeX & GRI H Talra 3gAr o & wideer
o9 fea|

e The decision by a Bench of Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta is the latest in a series of interventions
made by the apex court to protect the seasonal river, which
has faced a barrage of contamination that has affected
around two million lives in the water-starved State.

St R A 3R Sl ¥ Az fr s w138
o sa Atast 7t $r w7 & fov ot Fares gan e
1T GECTETGT T ST & AATH g, ST TGTOT T IR AN

2T W ¥ 3R o Sror-Heheara U 3 S9I3T 20 @ et & ShaT Y e e ¥
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e On August 4, the apex court had suggested that the Rajasthan government prepare a 20-
point resolution plan to deal with the issue of contamination in the Jojari, Bandi and Luni rivers
in the State.

4 37T T HaToT FARITE o G T AT 36 TUSTEATT TR Ao ST ordy, aidt 3 oot
ATt # ggyor H FHEAT ¥ ues & fow 20-gHRr gATTe Ferer IR |

e The Jojari river passes through Jodhpur, the Bandi river flows through Pali, and the Luni river
runs through Balotra.

oY e FUYR A BT J[oIcl 5, TS AT TTelt F IR Tocil & T SOl ALY ATelaT ¥ gia
TSR &1
e The Bandi and Jojari rivers merge with the Luni river near Balotra city.

T8 3R o AT qreltawr e F g ol A A Frer sl B

GS Paper Il: Polity 25 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

25A8 | Bills on simultaneous elections unconstitutional: Cong. leader
25A8 | Simultaneous polls possible in 2029, says panel chief
YTel Y@ F FeT, 2029 H U WY TATd W
25A8 | Invisible actors
3G Fdl

Bills on simultaneous elections
unconstitutional: Cong. leader

Chidambaram tells JPC proposed legislation violates Constitution’s Basic Structure; think tanks

point to infirmities; while some Padma awardees support move, others say it can lead to chaos

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

ormer Union Minis-
F ter P. Chidambaram

on Monday strongly
opposed the proposal for
simultaneous Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections
while appearing before the
Joint Committee of Parlia-
ment (JPC) examining the
Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill, 2024,
and the Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2024.

He described the initia-
tive as “monstrous”,
“mindless” and “unconsti-
tutional”.

According to sources,
Mr. Chidambaram told the
committee that the pro-
posed legislation, which
seeks to synchronise Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions under the “One Na-
tion, One Election” frame-
work, violates the
Constitution’s Basic Struc-
ture. The senior Congress
leader argued that curtail-
ing the tenure of a legisla-
ture elected for a fixed five-

\ Website

P. Chidambaram

year term would directly
undermine constitutional
principles and parliamen-
tary democracy.

‘Govt. lacks majority’
The former Home and Fi-
nance Minister said his
conscience did not permit
him to support the Bills,
and contended that the go-
vernment lacked the re-
quired two-thirds majority
needed for the constitu-
tional amendment. Sourc-
es said the committee re-
corded his concerns and
invited specific suggestions
and recommendations for
improving the legislation.
The committee, headed

: patrioticias.in

by BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary,
held a three-part meeting
on Monday. The first part
was with Mr. Chidamba-
ram, second part with Pad-
ma awardees, and third
with two independent
think-tanks.

A group of 10 Padma
awardees, including Tarlo-
chan Singh, Navin Khanna,
Meenakshi Jain and Niru
Kumar, appeared before
the panel. While some sup-
ported simultaneous elec-
tions, others cautioned
that the move could create
“chaos” in the country.

Ms. Jain argued that re-
peated enforcement of the
Model Code of Conduct
disrupted  development
projects, and said synchro-
nised elections would al-
low uninterrupted imple-
mentation of regional
development pro-
grammes.

Dr. Saumitra Rawat said
continuous election cycles
affected academic calen-
dars and entrance exami-
nations such as NEET,
while cardiologist Ashok
Seth pointed to the strain

recurrent polls placed on
the healthcare system
through repeated diver-
sion of medical and admi-
nistrative personnel.

Many of the Padma
awardees recommended
clearer statutory provi-
sions governing election
schedules and timelines
for fresh elections.

The committee later
heard submissions from
Nation First Policy Re-
search and the Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policy,
both of which suggested
that the law in its present
form has many infirmities.
The organisations called
for clearly defined and jud-
icially reviewable grounds
for postponing Assembly
elections, fixed outer limits
for any deferment, and
mandatory parliamentary
oversight.

They also stressed the
need to avoid governance
vacuums during election
deferrals, suggesting either
structured limits on Presi-

dent’s Rule or caretaker go-

vernments restricted to
routine administration.
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25A8. Bills on simultaneous elections unconstitutional: Cong. leader

Former Union Minister P. Chidambaram on Monday strongly opposed the proposal for
simultaneous Lok Sabha and Assembly elections while appearing before the Joint
Committee of Parliament (JPC) examining the Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill,
2024, and the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

94 e FA Y. R A QAR 1 HHG B T FATT (JPC) o FaFeT 30 g1 §U st
3R TATTHST AT T Teh T FTA 3 SEATE T Rl faier fomam| afdifer wfdemer (1208t
werereT) fere, 2024 317 dg A weer fafer (weivuer) e, 2024 Y ST R W

He described the initiative as “monstrous”, “mindless” and “unconstitutional”.
According to sources, Mr. Chidambaram told the committee that the proposed legislation,

which seeks to synchronise Lok Sabha and Assembly elections under the “One Nation, One
Election” framework, violates the Constitution’s Basic Structure.

Al & ITAR, AT e 7 FfAfT & gt foh TeaTiaed Hiefet, TorHe 368 “Ueh WSg, Th
AT & oI & dgd g 3R feTeTae T eATdl S FHbINh TaAleT &, HfaeneT 1 e T
FT Sootd FATE |

The senior Congress leader argued that curtailing the tenure of a legislature elected for a
fixed five-year term would directly undermine constitutional principles and parliamentary
democracy.

IS FEF a1 dF fear for ATaa ara 9§ F FrRiE & v AaTg Ruaass & s
Y A AT FanTTelen eidl 3R THET Aol WL HASIR BT |

‘Govt. lacks majority’
FIHR & I TgAT AL ¢

The former Home and Finance Minister said his conscience did not permit him to support the
Bills, and contended that the government lacked the required two-thirds majority needed for
the constitutional amendment.

9 776 3R oI &A1 o gl Toh SeTel HATCAT 3¢ TAEThT hT THL kel 1 AT oTeT &t 3R
Wﬁa&%m%w%wﬁmﬁmmm#mmwﬁ-ﬁméagﬂaaﬁ%l

Sources said the committee recorded his concerns and invited specific suggestions and
recommendations for improving the legislation.

AT o oeT o AFATT o7 3o7ht RIAT3T 1 &or R 3R el 7 gur & fow faflrse ggima sk
Rrwier 3mAT Fil

The committee, headed by BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary, held a three-part meeting on Monday.
BJIP @iwg dt.dY. aterdt S sreatar arelr GfAfa A SHIR 1 it AT 7 Soe FI

The first part was with Mr. Chidambaram, second part with Padma awardees, and third with
two independent think-tanks.

TE el HIIT AT FRICaRH & T, gER H19T A 9 RERR fAatansit & ary 3R e smer A &Y
Fac -2 & Ay doh g5

A group of 10 Padma awardees, including Tarlochan Singh, Navin Khanna, Meenakshi Jain
and Niru Kumar, appeared before the panel.

aerae i, ddfe @or, Hamad Jo AR A FAR TR 10 TeH7 REhR fasiar afafa & awer
39U g

While some supported simultaneous elections, others cautioned that the move could create
“chaos” in the country.
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STEl & o FABI A aaral 1 AL T, IgT 317 o UcTasi & o Tg e s &0 F “Irerhar’

3cTeeT & Hebell &

Ms. Jain argued that repeated enforcement of the Model Code of Conduct disrupted
development projects, and said synchronised elections would allow uninterrupted
implementation of regional development programmes.

AT ST o o7k T R Jrmeret e WfeaT o aR-aR A gl & farere aRAisare anfere el &
31K gl o FHRITeR YeoiTa &1 fashrer srdshat & faraTer wrateaaer &1 3regaAfar &3

Dr. Saumitra Rawat said continuous election cycles affected academic calendars and
entrance examinations such as NEET, while cardiologist Ashok Seth pointed to the strain
recurrent polls placed on the healthcare system through repeated diversion of medical and
administrative personnel.

ST Wi T F T o SR <Tofet aret Ieofrar <ish AaTTore FaisT 3 NEET SRl saer
TRAETI3HT T T i €, STafeh g 9T fAQweT 3relteh 96 o TR-GR gl dTel Yeirdl & HROT
Fafercar 3R wemafas HiEAT i TR-TR AT F FTIREET 9T JoTTel W I8+ aTe) &a1d T 31K
Hah T

Many of the Padma awardees recommended clearer statutory provisions governing election
schedules and timelines for fresh elections.

g e QERR [aota3it o Tt FTRIHH IR AT TATd F0A T FAI-WAT A AT e ared
TS FIST JYUTTeTeh TTTETAT T FABIRET F

The committee later heard submissions from Nation First Policy Research and the Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policy, both of which suggested that the law in its present form has many
infirmities.

HATY & §7e & Nation First Policy Research 3R Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy &I S&fcrar
i, et o A1 2T foh hiefet b1 acidlel Ta6T s WIAA T I B

The organisations called for clearly defined and judicially reviewable grounds for postponing

Assembly elections, fixed outer limits for any deferment, and mandatory parliamentary
oversight.

ol ISl o TAUTTES YeATdT bl TATI it & ToIT Fase AR ATy ol A7 IR, frer
#r TeTe & forw fRea srfrevas gag-diar qur sifaard sadr AR $r At $r|

They also stressed the need to avoid governance vacuums during election deferrals,
suggesting either structured limits on President’s Rule or caretaker governments restricted
to routine administration.

3egiel Golld T o eRTT AT Fareht Reretalr & sreret & 3maegehar wX ot SR e i ar ar
Tsgufa AT W IR WATC oRTT 372aT had AT Tt e DAT FRiaTEd IHRT HT
g fe|

Its objective is to make simultaneous elections constitutionally possible by inserting a new
Article 82A and amending Articles 83, 172 and 327.

Proposed Article 82A — Core of the System

The Bill proposes that the President may issue a notification on the date of the first sitting of
the Lok Sabha following a general election. This becomes the “appointed date.”

After this point, the terms of State Assemblies constituted during the transition would be
adjusted so that eventually their terms terminate with the term of the Lok Sabha.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) would then conduct general elections to the Lok
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Sabha and all State Legislative Assemblies simultaneously.

What if an Assembly cannot vote simultaneously?
This is an important exception.

If the ECI considers that an election to a particular State Assembly cannot be conducted
simultaneously, it may recommend to the President that the Assembly election be held later.

However, even when such an election is deferred, that Assembly's term would end when the
full term of the corresponding Lok Sabha ends.

What happens if a government falls early?

This is perhaps the easiest way to understand the proposed system.
At present:

Assembly elected — normally gets up to 5 years.

Under the proposed simultaneous-election framework:

Common election cycle — Legislature falls early — fresh election — new House serves
only the remaining “unexpired term.”

Suppose simultaneous elections occur and the Lok Sabha and Uttar Pradesh Assembly are
supposed to continue until 2034.

If the UP Assembly is dissolved in 2032, an election can still be conducted.

But the newly elected Assembly would ordinarily serve only the remaining period until
2034, rather than beginning a fresh five-year cycle.

The same principle is proposed for an early dissolution of the Lok Sabha. This is essential

because otherwise one premature dissolution could again break the simultaneous-election
cycle.

Why amend Articles 83 and 172?

Avrticle 83 deals with the duration of Parliament, including the normal five-year duration of
the Lok Sabha.

Article 172 similarly deals with the duration of State Legislatures.

The Bill introduces the concept of the “unexpired term” so that a House elected following
premature dissolution serves only the remainder of the original electoral cycle.

Why amend Article 3277
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State Legislatures.

Article 327 gives Parliament power to make laws concerning elections to Parliament and

The proposed amendment expressly accommodates Parliament's law-making power
concerning the conduct of simultaneous elections.

Invisible actors
The ECI must stop filing of bulk
applications for deletion of voters

T he Election Commission of India (ECI)’s

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls has seen allegations of bulk filing
of applications seeking to delete voters’ names
from draft lists using Form 7 in Rajasthan, Guja-
rat, Uttar Pradesh and, more recently Uttarak-
hand. Ground reports by The Hindu from Karna-
taka, Rajasthan and Gujarat noted that these
forms were often filed in bulk fraudulently using
names of people who were unaware of the filing.
In several instances, hundreds of objections were
filed under a single person’s name. Form 7 is filed
to object to an existing name — or to request its
deletion — on the electoral rolls for reasons such
as death, shifting, or ineligibility. The ECI's Booth
Level Officer or the Electoral Registration Officer
(ERO) has to conduct an inquiry on the applica-
tion and issue a notice to the voter before taking
any action. While Booth Level Agents (BLA) of
political parties can file up to 10 Form 7s a day, to-
talling 30, there is no limit on how many forms an
individual registered as a voter from the same
constituency can submit. To prevent misuse, the
ECI has said that if a person files more than five
objections, it will trigger a mandatory review by
the ERO to ensure the legitimacy of the claims.
The Opposition parties have alleged that the
form was being misused through “systemic and
coordinated efforts” to delete names of eligible
voters and embolden the BJP’s efforts to wrong-
fully gain electoral advantage. In the case of Utta-
rakhand, the Congress has alleged that the man-
ner in which the bulk forms were submitted
online pointed to “institutional” access being
granted to some in the process. These parties
have also sent delegations and submitted repre-
sentations to the ECL. What is important to note is
that in most cases, voters were unaware that ap-
plications for deletion of their names had been
filed at all, leaving it to workers of political parties
active in the constituency to bring it to their not-
ice. According to ECI data, for the third phase of
the SIR covering 16 States/three Union Territories
there are 3,42,409 BLAs of political parties for an
electorate of 36,73,87,831 or one BLA for approxi-
mately 1,073 voters. These numbers include
agents from ruling and Opposition parties. In
such a situation, it is incumbent upon the ECI to
step in and protect the voting rights of an indivi-
dual rather than leave it to the grassroot strength
of political parties. The ECI should thus take im-
mediate steps to address this concern. Abnormal
patterns should be investigated and the process
should be monitored, with a uniform, country-
wide Standard Operating Procedure, requiring
verification of identity and constituency of the
objector and the following of due process before

any elector is deleted pursuant to a Form 7.

25A8. Invisible actors

37T FeAl

e The Election Commission of India (ECI)’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls has seen allegations of bulk filing of
applications seeking to delete voters’ names from draft lists using
Form 7 in Rajasthan, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and, more recently,
Uttarakhand.

#R faraTaer amaler (ECI) gar faatas armafat & faay ager gadaror
(SIR) & ERTeT ITTEATA, IERIC, 36 Fe 3R el & H FRIEs & qu= 7
(Form 7) &7 39T &eh AHICT FRAAT E ATCII3IT o ATH gl o ToIT a7
H&AT 7 37desT g1l fohT STt & 3TRIT 1 3777 §

e Ground reports by The Hindu from Karnataka, Rajasthan and
Guijarat noted that these forms were often filed in bulk fraudulently using
names of people who were unaware of the filing.

heileeh, TSTEAT IR ORI A & fifg i Sttt Reet & soorm frararar g
o & GO 37eFER T ST & SATAT BT SN e TETUgdS T3 Hear
aif@d fru 91T, S 38 g1l it SararY €1 =1gr 2|

e In several instances, hundreds of objections were filed under a
single person’s name.

FS AHGT H, TF & ATFd & H7 W JFe) amafeat arf@e Hr a5

e Form 7 is filed to object to an existing name — or to request its
deletion — on the electoral rolls for reasons such as death, shifting, or
ineligibility.
YU 7 T 3TN TS ATATG 7 Tgor A gof fondll A1 IR 3ty gor
YA T Y, FATATAIOT YT ITHAT S HRUT A SHRT +ATH gl Tl

3R et o fAIT foharm ST B

e The ECI’s Booth Level Officer or the Electoral Registration
Officer (ERO) has to conduct an inquiry on the application and issue a
notice to the voter before taking any action.

ECI & 99 aad AfaFRY (BLO) T faraares wshieor rftrai (ERO) 1
3T W ST el 8l § 3R IS FRATS FLet A Ugo T FdGIAT i
Afew I FAT AT B

e While Booth Level Agents (BLA) of political parties can file up to
10 Form 7s a day, totalling 30, there is no limit on how many forms an
individual registered as a voter from the same constituency can submit.

STRT TsTeilfctan Gell & T el Toie (BLA) Ffafest 31fRede 10 o= 7
aIfEe &Y Hehl 8, TIeTeh Shet HEAT 30 81 Hehcll &, a81 340 fovalTeret &1 &
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FHACTAT & T & Toliehel Tl AT EaRT ekl 9u 1ol fhT T Tehe &, ST 18 T =7gt
gl

To prevent misuse, the ECI has said that if a person files more than five objections, it will
trigger a mandatory review by the ERO to ensure the legitimacy of the claims.

GEIANT Y Akt & ToIT ECI o e ¢ 7o I IS bt Uier A T8Ik 3] el el g, ar
aralt & derar giafRed et & forw ERO garT sifevard weftar 1 Srwef|

The Opposition parties have alleged that the form was being misused through “systemic and
coordinated efforts” to delete names of eligible voters and embolden the BJP’s efforts to
wrongfully gain electoral advantage.

RAgeft gt & 3T R & T 91T Aderan3il & A1 g & AU 39 yuF 7 ‘egafeyd 3
gAfFad YATHT & ATETH A gEuNT AT ST 6T & 3R 8« BIP 1 30 &9 & Faard! A
qTod 3 & TATHT T Ferar & ET e

In the case of Uttarakhand, the Congress has alleged that the manner in which the bulk forms
were submitted online pointed to “institutional” access being granted to some in the process.

3AUEE F ATFS H FAT o 3RT @7 ¢ fF ToT ae & 987 &1 7 997 3iTAci1seT eriler
mm,mmm%%wmﬁ@mw“wﬁgﬁmﬁm@m
These parties have also sent delegations and submitted representations to the ECI.

g1 galt o ECI &t wfafafsse sior 3t et sft weqa fro ¥

What is important to note is that in most cases, voters were unaware that applications for
deletion of their names had been filed at all, leaving it to workers of political parties active in
the constituency to bring it to their notice.

g AT T Hgeaqut & o JrfRienTer AEell 3 Ferd3i 1 2 a1 Y SAerehr) & e o fn
3 oTH g1 & [oIU 3deeT aIf@or fhu 31w &, 3R fAaTee &7 & afFT teefas gl &
FRIFAT3M T & Tg ATHAT 37 TATT & el TS|

According to ECI data, for the third phase of the SIR covering 16 States/three Union
Territories there are 3,42,409 BLAs of political parties for an electorate of 36,73,87,831 or one
BLA for approximately 1,073 voters.

ECI & 37iehsT & TR, SIR & R =T, fSIaa 16 Tsa/cleT she; AT Jer A &, 7
36,73,87,831 AAGIAT3T & ToIT IsTeiicieh Gall & 3,42,409 BLA g, 3rdTd w9787e1 1,073 AGTaT3it
W UF BLA Bl

These numbers include agents from ruling and Opposition parties.

SoT T3 & garee 3R fAuah gat & veie ot eanfaar &1

In such a situation, it is incumbent upon the ECI to step in and protect the voting rights of an
individual rather than leave it to the grassroots strength of political parties.

v Feufa 7 I8 ECI w1 g1fed § 1% a8 gvdaly &ias fonddl safFa & Adee & 3rfasR $Fram
HY, 7 Toh 58 TSTAITh Goll T STl AfFd W BT |

The ECI should thus take immediate steps to address this concern.

37d: ECI &l 38 TRIAT &l GATYTT el o [olT dehlel HEH 361 A y|

Abnormal patterns should be investigated and the process should be monitored, with a
uniform, countrywide Standard Operating Procedure, requiring verification of identity and
constituency of the objector and the following of due process before any elector is deleted
pursuant to a Form 7.

AT Yt iy St HT STl e AR ufshar i AR f s wafee, e for anr &
Teh HHTS ATeAd HeTeleT THaT (Standard Operating Procedure) o] gleil g T, forae frer
fY HASTAT T TUF 7 & MUR W &l A Tgor 3MATRY Gof et AT AfFd Y ggare 31 Faaer
& & GATI=T T 3R IihaT &1 greret 31feiar forar so|
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inclusion and deletion:

| Purpose | Form || What it means

Form || Used by an eligible person to apply for inclusion of
6 their name in the electoral roll, such as a new voter.

Used to seek deletion of an existing name from the

Inclusion of name

Deletion/objection ;orm electoral roll or to object to a proposed inclusion,

subject to the prescribed grounds and verification.
Correcion/Sing | Form | %2419 specied coriectone,shfing ofesiderce
within constituency 8 y. rep

related updates.

What does “bulk filing of Form 7” mean?
Suppose the draft electoral roll of a constituency contains 2,00,000 voters.

Normally, if a person has evidence that a particular voter has died, permanently shifted, is
already enrolled elsewhere, or is otherwise not entitled to remain on that roll, an
application can be made seeking deletion according to the prescribed procedure.

But imagine that an individual or group submits hundreds or thousands of Form 7
applications together, asking election authorities to remove the names of a large number of
voters.

This is what is meant by:

“Bulk filing of applications seeking to delete voters’ names from draft lists using Form
7.”

Importantly, filing Form 7 does not itself automatically delete a voter’s name. It is an
application/objection. The Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) must deal with the claim
according to the prescribed procedure before deletion.

GS Paper Il: Governance 25 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

25A8 | Centre moves to simplify medical device regulations

Fe o RAfFcar 3o & [AfFTAT F a3 g1 Y &2 7 Feq Tor
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Centre moves to simplify
medical device regulations

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
has proposed amend-
ments to the Medical Dev-
ices Rules, 2017, to pro-
mote ease of doing
business. The amend-
ments seek to simplify reg-
ulatory requirements,
standardise testing fees
and facilitate faster market
access for eligible medical
devices.

The Centre has eased
regulatory requirements
for medical device manu-
facturers by removing the
need for a separate licence
for outsourced sterilisation
and expanding the list of
countries and regulatory
jurisdictions whose appro-
vals can facilitate waiver of
clinical investigation re-
quirements in India, a re-
lease issued by the Minis-
try said on Monday .

Under the proposed
amendment to Rule 44,
manufacturers that out-
source sterilisation of their
medical devices to a facili-
ty holding a valid licence
under the Medical Devices
Rules, 2017, will no longer
have to obtain a separate

¥

'_’ﬁ{

The change is intended to
balance regulatory oversight
with ease of doing business.

loan licence for the sterili-
sation activity.

Earlier, manufacturers
had to secure a separate
loan licence even when the
outsourced sterilisation fa-
cility itself held a valid li-
cence. The government
said removing the duplica-
tion would reduce paper-
work, administrative bur-
den and compliance costs,
particularly for manufac-
turers without their own
sterilisation facilities.

However, a traceability
requirement has been re-
tained. Manufacturers will
have to mention the li-
cence number of the steril-
isation facility on the med-
ical device label. A
six-month transition pe-

riod has been provided to
allow companies to modify
labels, packaging and relat-
ed processes.

The government said
the change was intended to
balance regulatory over-
sight with ease of doing bu-
siness by retaining tracea-
bility while simplifying the
licensing framework.

In another change, the
amendment to Rule 63 in-
cludes the European Un-
ion (EU) among the strin-
gent regulatory
jurisdictions recognised
for waiving clinical investi-
gation requirements for
medical devices that do
not have predicate devices
in India. The provision al-
ready recognises the Unit-
ed States, the United King-
dom, Australia, Canada
and Japan. With the EU
now included, medical
devices approved in the EU
that meet the -eligibility
conditions can benefit
from the waiver provisions
in India. The move is ex-
pected to reduce regulato-
ry timelines for importers
and manufacturers and fa-
cilitate quicker availability
of newer medical technol-
ogies to Indian patients.

25A8. Centre moves to simplify medical device regulations

Fg o RfFcaT 3o & [AfFTHT F1 a7 g1 Y &2 7 Feq Torm

The Union Health Ministry has proposed amendments to the Medical Devices Rules, 2017,

to promote ease of doing business.

FET FARLT FAOT A FRITR FIoY 37 GITAAT 1 FgTar 3t 3 o Rfdrear saaor Faw, 2017

# gereT 1 gEdTa & B

The amendments seek to simplify regulatory requirements, standardise testing fees and
facilitate faster market access for eligible medical devices.

ol TRII=AT T 3E2 T AT ITaRIHATIHT Y T FATAT, TIETUT Qeeh Y HeTehlehel el K

wﬁﬁmwﬁ%ﬁvmﬁaﬁaqﬁwmél
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The Centre has eased regulatory requirements for medical device manufacturers by removing
the need for a separate licence for outsourced sterilisation and expanding the list of countries
and regulatory jurisdictions whose approvals can facilitate waiver of clinical investigation
requirements in India, a release issued by the Ministry said on Monday.

FATGT GaRT VAR T STRT T TaATed H gl 31T foh ohg; o FRarferear susor aATanit & o
T smaegwanat & drer & &1 SHS T a6l Toldl § T ST aTel sTwaal (sterilisation)
FT & fIT 79T ST T IMITHAT THATCA HT 315 § 3R 3 S2f qar e 3ifiewR-aaT v
et 357 FrEaR R I &, ey SR 1t # dYafor st WY smaeawanst & ge R
H AT g Thll &

Under the proposed amendment to Rule 44, manufacturers that outsource sterilisation of their

medical devices to a facility holding a valid licence under the Medical Devices Rules, 2017,
will no longer have to obtain a separate loan licence for the sterilisation activity.

gEAfad s 44 T F dgd, i AT 39ar Rfecar 3uaon i Saaadr 1wt oY
graem T 3M3cH #d €, Torass ara fafercar susor faws, 2017 & siaeia QU agdw g, 30
Ay afafafer & forw 31e 31erer Al ATSdT Yo et I TIIHT Tel grait|

Earlier, manufacturers had to secure a separate loan licence even when the outsourced
sterilisation facility itself held a valid licence.

UEd, HISTHY T 1S THE! FAUT & I T 3 AGHH 81et oh 1dole AT I T et
SHH UTCd AT ISdT 2T

The government said removing the duplication would reduce paperwork, administrative
burden and compliance costs, particularly for manufacturers without their own sterilisation
facilities.

TIFR oF Fgl foh 5 I T FATST HIA I AT T T 3o [AATAT3AT o [T H1eTel HRaATs,
R ast A IreTaTeret amTe e g1al, foieteh U 30el T Y Aeacy iaend =7g1 ¢ |
However, a traceability requirement has been retained.

gTeilfeh, SATATAET (TAT STTet Y &7 CT) T TTLTHAT I AR I@T IAT R |

Manufacturers will have to mention the licence number of the sterilisation facility on the
medical device label.

TAHTCAT3T T FASRcHT STRIOT o Aael W AT FRALT FT AGHW Fa 3HThcl AT glam|
A six-month transition period has been provided to allow companies to modify labels,
packaging and related processes.

FHUfal 1 oladl, Yhioier 3R Gafia uferamsit & searg e & v a8 AL &Y GFHAT g
et T TS B

The government said the change was intended to balance regulatory oversight with ease of
doing business by retaining traceability while simplifying the licensing framework.

IR =1 Fgl o 58 Feeld T 3ecd faams et 3R FRER F3a & gorrar & ST dqert
T T &, W@ﬁﬁﬁﬁwwﬁyﬁsﬁﬁﬁaﬁaﬁam SITT SITTaTT |

In another change, the amendment to Rule 63 includes the European Union (EU) among the
stringent regulatory jurisdictions recognised for waiving clinical investigation requirements for
medical devices that do not have predicate devices in India.

Th 3 dGalTd & dgd, fras 63 7 weiereT IO €6 (EV) &1 3o %3 fameres srfter-aEt #
ATHST AT &, Toeg TR # T RAfheam 3uaivit & fow sietfaies St deell smaezshdnsit & ge

Cet & AT JTee 8, TSieTeh 8T 3 hl$ qaaelt GaHHaT IYFIOT (predicate device) e 81

The provision already recognises the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada
and Japan.

58 IaHTe # Ugol A 8 WIFT Tod HANT, Farses fharsw, siteefoan, warst ik Smawr
AT 9Ted £

With the EU now included, medical devices approved in the EU that meet the eligibility
conditions can benefit from the waiver provisions in India.
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31 EU Y anfde e Sa & o7e;, EU & 3refaAierd T8 RIThcdT 3Uehor SiY 9T 21l sl @1 e
g, IR #H BT Fartf STt 1 ST 33T Hehel |

e The move is expected to reduce regulatory timelines for importers and manufacturers and
facilitate quicker availability of newer medical technologies to Indian patients.

3 S T AT 3R AATEET & v Aaes gag-diar 7 g g srd At & oo
7% Riftrcar vieaifafeat A ofer suestrar gore g &1 seiie B

GS Paper I11: Economy 25 August 2026
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25A8 | Farmers’ body terms NCDC (Amendment) Act an onslaught on federal rights of States
fRETST H9rasT & NCDC ("2iere) s & o3t & T 3R RY 9 g/« aqmr™n

25A8 | Stone quarries and crushers in the vicinity put Assam’s semiconductor plant at risk

THIRT Y TR ey 3 FW 3TH & A IFaFey G497 F v @A e sy d

25A8 | Labour rights beyond the shadow of BWSSB
BWSSB &I S/-IT & W #fA® JfaaR

25A8 | How the SC ruling redefined ‘industry’
Fafed F AT & had @ 3EAT F FA iR

25A8 | Did Press Note 3 relaxations help attract more FDI?

AT AW e 3 A & 71 g § 74T FDI I+ 3= 7 weg e

25A8 | SEBIl unveils index for market infrastructure institutions
SEBI ¥ 9TSIR a1 GE€ATaA & fore gareie e fomar

Farmers body terms NCDC (Amendment)
Actan onslaught on federal rlghts of States

NEW DELHI

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) on Monday said the
National Cooperative Deve-
lopment Corporation
(Amendment) Act, 2026 is
an onslaught on the federal
rights of States. The um-
brella organisation of farm-
er groups, in an official
statement, alleged that the
new law would divert re-
sources from the priority
sector of agriculture and
agriculture-based rural in-
dustrial and infrastructure
development. It also al-
leged that the new law was
framed to suit the “corpo-
rate model of urban-centric
development”.

The Parliament of India
passed the NCDC (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, in August
to amend the NCDC Act of
1962, expanding the finan-
cial and operational scope
of the statutory corpora-
tion. Citing the Constitu-
tion’s Seventh Schedule,
the SKM said “cooperation”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

The law also does away with the old rule that required eligible industr-
ial and village cooperatives to be based only in rural areas. FILE PHOTO

was in the State list, and the
NCDC (Amendment) Act,
2026, is a “naked intrusion”
by the Union government
into the powers of the
States. “As per Internation-
al Cooperative Alliance
principles, autonomy and
independence are basic
principles of cooperation
along with democratic con-
trol. The law, which per-
mits NCDC to directly inter-
vene in the cooperative
societies and take their
shares openly, violates the
basic principles of coopera-
tion and facilitates centrali-
sation of power into the

hands of the Union govern-
ment,” the SKM’s statement
read.

The SKM argued that by
directly extending financial
aid to cooperative societies,
the NCDC would centralise
cooperative institutions un-
der the power of the Union
government for political
dominance over States.
“This reflects the authori-
tarian character of the cor-
porate class fully endorsed
by BJP-RSS (Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh) com-
bine,” the statement added.

The SKM said the Su-
preme Court, through an
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order in 2021, had stated
that the Union_ government
has limited powers to inter-
vene in cooperative socie-
ties that are under State go-
vernments. The new
amendment had been
brought to nullify the apex
court’s order, it added.

The law also does away
with the old rule that re-
quired eligible industrial
and village cooperatives to
be based only in rural loca-
tions. “Cooperatives are the
soul of rural India and are
capable of bringing wides-
pread developments in the
villages. The  NCDC
(Amendment) Act permits
its operations to extend to
non-agricultural  sectors
and abolish the stipulation
of developing industries in
the rural regions... means
the resources meant to use
for agriculture and rural in-
dustrial and infrastructure
expansion will be diverted
for urban-centric develop-
ment suitable for corporate
development model,” the
statement read.
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25A8. Farmers’ body terms NCDC (Amendment) Act an onslaught on federal
rights of States

fRET I & NCDC (FNe=T) JfAfATe Ff U=l F T JfAFRY 9T gH7aT aaram

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) on Monday said the National Cooperative
Development Corporation (Amendment) Act, 2026 is an onslaught on the federal rights of
States.

T e At (SKM) & EHaR @1 Fel & Tedrr ear) s foerer (weteen) sfafae,
2026 U1 & T HFRY W gAT &

The umbrella organisation of farmer groups, in an official statement, alleged that the new law
would divert resources from the priority sector of agriculture and agriculture-based rural
industrial and infrastructure development.

TohaTet Earaal o MY HITeet o Ueh ARG AT F IRIT N7 o6 AT hlefel F & wrafow
& U7 HI-3MenTR FATHI0T 3iieAN e 3R FRAAET arem T & FATE=T i 377 A S|

It also alleged that the new law was framed to suit the “corporate model of urban-centric
development”.

38 I Y 3TRIT o foh o727 hiefeT “ared-Hfa farspmy & aRe Afgar” & 317wy dIR R
TATE

The Parliament of India passed the NCDC (Amendment) Bill, 2026, in August to amend the
NCDC Act of 1962, expanding the financial and operational scope of the statutory
corporation.

R &I §HG of NCDC (2iereT) fedass, 2026 1 3rered H qid fomam, foraent 36623 1962 &
NCDC 31fafaas & gees a3 3R 57 durfas @9 & 3y va aRares grr &1 faear

AT

Citing the Constitution’s Seventh Schedule, the SKM said “cooperation” was in the State list,
and the NCDC (Amendment) Act, 2026, is a “naked intrusion” by the Union government into
the powers of the States.

HfaeeT Y ATerdt AT 7 Seoid HIA §U SKM = el {6 “TgemiRar Tea &t # & AR
NCDC (&ritereT) 3ifaiferaar, 2026, Tt &t el 7 Shg TR HT “Gell gEAaTT” B

“As per International Cooperative Alliance principles, autonomy and independence are basic
principles of cooperation along with democratic control.

“HARTSET TEFRY TS oh ASHTAT & HTHR, clieheliT3eh [eT0T o HI TG 3R
EITAAT HEHIRAT o HeT TeEid &
The law, which permits NCDC to directly intervene in the cooperative societies and take their

shares openly, violates the basic principles of cooperation and facilitates centralisation of
power into the hands of the Union government,” the SKM'’s statement read.

SKM o STeT # g 31T, “Tg hiefe NCDC T TeohrT AFATHIT & T gEAard H¥ed 3R Gel dk
TR 3eTeh AR olet T ITTATC ST &, it HeehTiaT & el RAgHial F1 Ieerae i & 3R &6
F% TR F grat # FEor F o FAA 1

The SKM argued that by directly extending financial aid to cooperative societies, the NCDC

would centralise cooperative institutions under the power of the Union government for political
dominance over States.

SKM & d fear ik agarry afafaat s e e gerdr YereT s NCDC HghRY HEAT3HT &Y
e, TR o TTARR & 37ENeT el hT ST, 1ok AT TR ATl ereh Fefear TATTA faham o1
bl

“This reflects the authoritarian character of the corporate class fully endorsed by BJP-RSS
(Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) combine,” the statement added.

ST H 313 &gl 91T, “Tg BIP-RSS (T FaARTSH W) TSNS GaRT JUI: AT HiaRke
37 & ATAATIRaEr TR FI gTar &1
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The SKM said the Supreme Court, through an order in 2021, had stated that the Union
government has limited powers to intervene in cooperative societies that are under State
governments.

SKM =1 &g o Hafea ~amamery & 2021 & Teh 311C2T & ATETH H gl AT foh T6T TERT & 31efi
37T Aol TEhRT AATATT H g8 et & Tl ohg TRPR T ATFTar @A £
The new amendment had been brought to nullify the apex court’s order, it added.

3G 37T9Y gl o 7T T Waled AT & TS &1 fsgard) et & forw o ar=am gl

The law also does away with the old rule that required eligible industrial and village
cooperatives to be based only in rural locations.

Ig IeleT 38 YW To1# 1 o FATe el &, Tordeh dga ure 3ite@fa 3i amr wear
afAfaat &1 shaer FHIoT &1 7 YT g 3maeTe o)

“Cooperatives are the soul of rural India and are capable of bringing widespread
developments in the villages.

“FegprY FIATAAT arefior st i 3mrear & 31k 3 917t & < e o 7 geTe B

The NCDC (Amendment) Act permits its operations to extend to non-agricultural sectors and
abolishes the stipulation of developing industries in the rural regions... means the resources
meant to use for agriculture and rural industrial and infrastructure expansion will be diverted
for urban-centric development suitable for corporate development model,” the statement read.

ST F gl I, “NCDC (H2MTereT) ATATIH 379et aRareret df I-HT 844 e faedTie atet
T ITTHATCT ST & 3R FATHI0T &Y= 7 STt o T i et Y FATCT I &... 81 HT & R
FIY T artor sitgafar 3k gl e & Rvar & fav FuiRa dareet w1 siale e
Aisel & eyl A -Hiee fawr & fow Ag fer swam|”

Stone quarries and crushers in the vicinity
put Assam’s semiconductor plant at risk

the potential impact of dust

GUWAHATI

Dust-producing stone quar-
ries and crushers in the vi-
cinity could cripple As-
sam’s semiconductor unit,
a signature pet project of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, before it can start, an
environmental activist has
warned.

The ¥27,000 crore Tata
Semiconductor Assembly
and Test (TSAT) facility is
being developed in Mori-
gaon district’s Jagiroad,
about 55 km east of Guwa-
hati. It is a major compo-
nent of India’s chip-making
ambitions and is linked to
the vision of building a self-
reliant ecosystem under
the India Semiconductor
Mission (ISM).

Over 60% of the work at
the TSAT facility, coming
up where a unit of the Hin-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma inspecting progress of the
semiconductor project at Jagiroad near Guwahati. FILE PHOTO

dustan Paper Corporation
once stood, is complete.
According to the ISM gui-
delines, a semiconductor
plant requires ISO Class 1 to
5 vibration-damped clean-
rooms to prevent micro-
scopic dust contamination,
and millions of gallons of
ultra-pure water daily for
wafer-rising, chemical pro-
cessing, and cooling.
However, stone quarries

and crushers within a 5 km
radius of the facility have
reportedly been covering
the Jagiroad area with a
blanket of dust. Local or-
ganisations said excavation
and blasting carried out in
the hills of Sonaikuchi Re-
serve Forest (near the semi-
conductor plant) have
caused flash floods and
threatened public health.
Raising concerns over
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and pollution on Assam’s
flagship industrial project,
Golaghat district-based en-
vironmental activist Rohit
Choudhury urged the State
government to enforce res-
trictions on polluting indus-
tries and activities within a
15-km radius of the TSAT
facility.

RTI response

In a letter to the Assam
Chief Secretary on August
22, he cited an RTI reply
from the State’s Industries,
Commerce, and Public En-
terprise Department and
an earlier government di-
rective to argue that ex-
emption granted to pre-ex-
isting and pipeline
polluting industries could
undermine the very objec-
tive of protecting the pro-
posed Ratan Tata Electron-
ic City at Jagiroad.
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25A8. Stone quarries and crushers in the vicinity put Assam’s semiconductor
plant at risk

HTHITH Y IeUT WeTet 3 FW 3ITA F YAFsel TIT & AT AfR@A ScTea I @

g

Dust-producing stone quarries and crushers in the vicinity could cripple Assam’s
semiconductor unit, a signature pet project of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, before it can
start, an environmental activist has warned.

Teh TTEROT el o AelTeetl &1 § foh T TEUT e 3cqeed il aTell TedT W+t 3 FW
31 T Yefiehsered SehTs Y, S TeTeTel aig A Y g7@ TR H J Th g, YEeA &
ggo & fAfSrT T Teha B

The ¥27,000 crore Tata Semiconductor Assembly and Test (TSAT) facility is being
developed in Morigaon district’'s Jagiroad, about 55 km east of Guwahati.

27,000 FU3 #Y Tata Semiconductor Assembly and Test (TSAT) T JETETEr & ST67T
55 fereltdTey qd e AReTe forel & SmefRis 7 faef@id 1 o @ g

It is a major component of India’s chip-making ambitions and is linked to the vision of building
a self-reliant ecosystem under the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM).

mﬂmﬁﬁvﬁﬁwmﬁwwwm%ﬁ? India Semiconductor Mission
(|SM)$agaamﬁﬁTqﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁamaﬁrqﬁeﬁa§r§3ﬂ%|

Over 60% of the work at the TSAT facility, coming up where a unit of the Hindustan Paper
Corporation once stood, is complete.

TSAT gfaem &1 60% & 3rflre fasor w1 Qg1 Fohr &; TE AT 38 T TR 115 ST T &
3781 &3 Hindustan Paper Corporation T Teh 315 f&ud Y|

According to the ISM guidelines, a semiconductor plant requires ISO Class 1 to 5 vibration-
damped clean rooms to prevent microscopic dust contamination, and millions of gallons of
ultra-pure water daily for wafer-rising, chemical processing, and cooling.

ISM ﬁ?ﬂﬁf%ﬁ'a?&lcgﬂl{, Teh Q#Ichgee] §IF H F&EH Yol I glel dTel 0T I Ushed & AT ISO
Class 1 ¥ 5 H9a-AANT FelleT T 39T gia & TT ant RF¥eT, Tarafas gaEhor 3R
SheTeret o Torw giaifee ot drofet 37far-reer Ster 1 3aegehdl gl &

However, stone quarries and crushers within a 5 km radius of the facility have reportedly been
covering the Jagiroad area with a blanket of dust.

greilich, Fatm e 5 fralefiet & aRR & 8 Yot i Tere 3R R HAT T & SERIS &7F
el I Th AT RAATH T ¢ |

Local organisations said excavation and blasting carried out in the hills of Sonaikuchi
Reserve Forest (near the semiconductor plant) have caused flash floods and threatened
public health.

AT HITSAT F gl o Qeltersaey T & forere Wlamst IRfATT o1 1 vgifsi # v a1$
garéﬁﬁwﬂﬁé:wmmaﬁ%aﬂ?maﬁawa:ﬁmmmgm%l

Raising concerns over the potential impact of dust and pollution on Assam’s flagship industrial
project, Golaghat district-based environmental activist Rohit Choudhury urged the State
government to enforce restrictions on polluting industries and activities within a 15-km radius
of the TSAT facility.

36 Y yAE ite@faren TRAISTEAT I et AR TeHoT & FHIAT T1T Y oohd =T Sfatdl g,
INeTaTe STl & qATaRoT dshdll Afeer Fherdl 2 To7 TWHR F TSAT ghaer & 15 fratfier &
SRR A YeNUThRT 3¢t 3R arfafaferat ax wfdeer oy s &1 3imarg foha

RTI response
RTI T 3wX
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¢ |n aletter to the Assam Chief Secretary on August 22, he cited an RTI reply from the State’s
Industries, Commerce, and Public Enterprise Department and an earlier government directive

to argue that exemption granted to pre-existing and pipeline polluting industries could

undermine the very objective of protecting the proposed Ratan Tata Electronic City at

Jagiroad.

22 3TE T 3HH & HET AT A ford T 9 & 37giel T & 35hNT, Aforew 3R ardarfaa
3T A fa8mT § ured RTI mamm%wqjﬁéarwmaﬁgvaé?ﬁmﬁsm@r
Fiste 3R Ao FeWorenT 3eeit &I &1 71$ e SIS # FEaTiad Ratan Tata
Electronic City &I &Il & el 3652 I &1 HHIN T Fehell B

How the SC ruling redefined ‘industry’

The majority held that ‘industry’ under the IRC must be interpreted based on its own specific text and statutory context, unburdened by the legacy of the 1978

precedent; Justices BV. Nagarathna, Dipankar Datta, and Ujjal Bhuyan formed the minority view that a re-evaluation of the 1978 judgment was ‘unwarranted’

EXPLAINER

Krishnadas Rajagopal

The story so far:
nine-member Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court of
India recently held that the
nearly half-century-old
interpretation of the term ‘industry’ will
not automatically apply to the Industrial
Relations Code (IRC), 2020, which came
into force in November 2025 and replaced
the legacy Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.
This decision effectively severs the new
labour regime from an expansive,
worker-friendly precedent set in 1978,
establishing a clean slate for future labour
law disputes.

The scope of ‘industry’

To understand the significance of this
judgment, one must look back to the
historic 1978 ruling in Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board v. R. Rajappa.

Authored by Justice V.R. Krishna lyer,
that seven-judge Bench significantly
broadened the definition of Section 2(j)
under the 1947 Act. The 1978 judgment
introduced the triple test, which classified
systematic or organised operations based
on employer-employee cooperation to
provide goods or services for consumers
as an industry.

This sweeping definition brought
various activities, including hospitals,
educational institutions, and
municipalities, under the legal definition
of an industry. The only exclusions were
core sovereign functions of the state, such
as defence, judiciary, and law
enforcement. For nearly half a century,
this judgment had enabled workers across
diverse sectors to access legal recourse,
enforce labour rights, and engage in
collective bargaining against unfair
practices.

The crux of the judgment
The Constitution Bench, led by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant, addressed the

question whether the 1978 definition of
‘industry’ should govern Section 2(p) of
the IRC.

The majority held that ‘industry’ under
the IRC must be interpreted based on its
own specific text and statutory context,
unburdened by the legacy of the 1978
precedent. Chief Justice Kant noted that
while the core principles of the 1978
ruling had stood the test of time, the 1978
judgment would no longer act as the
“sheet anchor” for interpreting ‘industry’
under the IRC.

Pending cases under the 1947 Act will
continue to be governed by the 1978
Bangalore Water Supply precedent. All
future disputes governed by the new
Industrial Relations Code will be
interpreted afresh.

Differing points of view on the Bench
The nine-judge Bench reflected nuanced
positions on the balance between worker

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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Word of caution: Justice BV. Nagarathna stressed that altering the definition of industry could create
uncertainty and disrupt industrial peace. AFP

protections and modern economic
realities.

An opinion authored by Chief Justice
Kant, and shared with Justices Satish
Chandra Sharma, Alok Aradhe and Vipul
M. Pancholi, held that the ‘triple test’ of
1978 Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board case judgment will
continue to be applied to pending
industrial disputes.

The Chief Justice, however, found that
the 1978 verdict could have been
articulated differently and set down a
“reformulated” triple test, which would
operate prospectively. However, the
possibility of using the recast triple test to
determine if an operation was an industry
or not under Section 2(j) of the repealed
1947 Act is non-existent as the new labour
law, The Industrial Relations Code 2020,
has already come into force. The Bench
has unanimously made it clear that
‘industry’ under the 2020 Code will be

Contact Number : 9971 932488
Website : patrioti =

“interpreted independently” to align with
contemporary industrial dynamics, and
not be burdened by the 1978 verdict.

Justices B.V. Nagarathna, Dipankar
Datta, and Ujjal Bhuyan formed the
minority view on the Bench thata
re-evaluation of the 1978 jud;
“unwarranted”. Justice Nagarathna
cautioned that altering the definition
could create uncertainty and disrupt
industrial peace.

Justice Nagarathna argued that the 1978
judgment had offered a broad-based
definition of ‘industry’. She highlighted
that the judgment was a child of its time,
when public sector workers were
transitioning into private employment
due to a changing industrial landscape
inspired by privatisation, liberalisation
and globalisation of the Indian economy.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi supported the
need for the reference to the nine-judge
Bench, but expressed his inability to
agree to a “reformulated” triple test.
Justice Bagchi said an apprehension that
the triple test conceived in the 1978
judgment converted any organised
activity into an industry was misplaced.

The judge agreed with Justice
Nagarathna that even the state could
enter into seemingly non-sovereign
functions. The concept of ‘sovereignty’
has itself undergone changes with the
passage of time. Absence of a profit
motive did not take an activity outside the
realm of industry, he observed. He said it
was unwise to “re-draft” Justice Iyer’s
triple test. Justice Datta echoed the need
for judicial consistency. Sharing his
opinion with Justice Bhuyan, Justice Datta
remarked that institutional credibility
relies on respecting finality rather than
perpetuating doubt over established law.

was

A step towards a new era

By severing the IRC from the 1978
precedent, the Supreme Court has set the
stage for a new chapter in Indian labour
law, leaving it to future courts to decide
where the lines between employer
authority and worker protections will
ultimately be drawn.

THE GIST

v

A nine-member Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court
recently held that the nearly
half-century-old interpretation
of the term ‘industry’ will not
automatically apply to the
Industrial Relations Code, 2020.

A 1978 ruling had introduced
the triple test, which classified
organised operations based on
employer-employee
cooperation to provide goods
or services for consumers as an
industry. This judgment had
enabled workers across diverse
sectors to enforce labour
rights.
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How the SC ruling redefined ‘industry’
Hafod AT F haer o ‘IgANr Y FA qEdRenia frar

A nine-member Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of India recently held that the
nearly half-century-old interpretation of the term ‘industry’ will not automatically apply to the
Industrial Relations Code (IRC), 2020, which came into force in November 2025 and
replaced the legacy Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.

HRA & Hafed =arrerd i - afden dis o gre & 7 foT fear & 3eer ereg $r
TSI JMET FET IR AT 3ite@F waer WiEAT (1IRC), 2020 W F&: A ¢! g, it
ST 2025 H 9] g5 AR Foa [y 3ite@fares fame sfafaaar, 1947 &1 v |

This decision effectively severs the new labour regime from an expansive, worker-friendly
precedent set in 1978, establishing a clean slate for future labour law disputes.

Ig A0 gerre &0 @ 7S 497 SqaEYT 1 1978 A TS Ueh e 3R AfAeh-31eTohet w21
TSl & 376131 AT § TUT TSI o A HlofeT TadTel o [IT Teh 7§ HTRSTA AR AT 8|

The scope of ‘industry’
‘3G HT GRRT

To understand the significance of this judgment, one must look back to the historic 1978
ruling in Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board v. R. Rajappa.

=g AT & Agca o AT & Tolv 1978 & Ufagli@ieh Bangalore Water Supply and

Sewerage Board v. R. Rajappa thael I €11 T 31a2T g

Authored by Justice V.R. Krishna lyer, that seven-judge Bench significantly broadened the
definition of Section 2(j) under the 1947 Act.

AT .31, FOT LA @R fod 91T SH AI-HeEAT NS & Ao ¥ 1947 & srfRafags &
R 2(j) & AT ST T IREFTNT T Fgea ol €9 § AT S|
The 1978 judgment introduced the triple test, which classified systematic or organised

operations based on employer-employee cooperation to provide goods or services for
consumers as an industry.

1978 & fo¥oTg o feuer a¥e Y fona, Toraeh dget 3usiiercail st aec3it a1 Qar3it v 3mgfel
e o T TAdiercT-sheley HgdleT UR e SFa e AT Haridd I aferdt sl Segrer & &9
& qaffepd femam aram|

This sweeping definition brought various activities, including hospitals, educational
institutions, and municipalities, under the legal definition of an industry.

g AT TRV o 3Eqdren, Yerfors gegme 3t serafassit aftd [fdes st «r
‘FEINAT &Y hTeTell TIREATNT & e o e

The only exclusions were core sovereign functions of the state, such as defence, judiciary,
and law enforcement.

STH haol T & Hel W FIAT, S T&TT, wI1TerehT 3R Hlefel-HecleT i ST W 1T |

For nearly half a century, this judgment had enabled workers across diverse sectors to
access legal recourse, enforce labour rights, and engage in collective bargaining against
unfair practices.

SIS T HET oFeh 38 T0T o Tafest a1 & TRl T FTefelt STAR TTST FIA, A AR
Y AL AT 3R IR FUTHT & [aeey Ampfes Hieamsh Fa 7 Tera g=r|

The crux of the judgment

AT FTER
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The Constitution Bench, led by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, addressed the question
whether the 1978 definition of ‘industry’ should govern Section 2(p) of the IRC.

AR F FET AT TIFIT & icjcd arell TGl f1S o 58 9oeT IR faar fanar fos &Far 1978
F &F TS ISR I IRHATST IRC Fr &RT 2(p) Tl FAH¥d =1 anfew|

The majority held that ‘industry’ under the IRC must be interpreted based on its own specific
text and statutory context, unburdened by the legacy of the 1978 precedent.

SEA o AT R IRC o A IEHWT Y IR 36 T4 & fafRRrse urs ik dunfas dest &
YR 91 T SATAT aA1feT 3R 1978 hr fFarer $r fawrad @ 38 wenfad g1 forar ser anfgu|

Chief Justice Kant noted that while the core principles of the 1978 ruling had stood the test of
time, the 1978 judgment would no longer act as the “sheet anchor” for interpreting ‘industry’
under the IRC.

HE =TT Sid 7 Fgl o eI 1978 & A0 o 7o Feeia @og T HHld /W& IR,
T 81 1978 T fA0T IRC & 37cTaTel ‘3T T TTEAT & ToIT 3 “HET ITUR” & §q H HRA
BT

Pending cases under the 1947 Act will continue to be governed by the 1978 Bangalore
Water Supply precedent.

1947 & fafATs & 3deTd dfad A FI 1978 T Bangalore Water Supply =i faarer
o 3TTER &1 TTefiReT foham STrelm 1o |

All future disputes governed by the new Industrial Relations Code will be interpreted afresh.

1 3t "aer wigar canT fAafa aeft sifasy & fare dr 7w R & carer $r st

Differing points of view on the Bench

dts 3 Rafiteer gfeT

The nine-judge Bench reflected nuanced positions on the balance between worker
protections and modern economic realities.

Al-HeEdg Ne = SR W& A 3meyfores e areafaswdrit & e Tere i ol JeH
3R e giseshior gedd fhu|

An opinion authored by Chief Justice Kant, and shared with Justices Satish Chandra Sharma,
Alok Aradhe and Vipul M. Pancholi, held that the ‘triple test’ of 1978 Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board case judgment will continue to be applied to pending industrial
disputes.

& =arareher sid garT ford 18 3R i weier g o, el IR aur fage w.
YTl SaRT ATSTT Al IS T # gl 1T foh 1978 & Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage
Board A H IR feuel T¥c 1 Aifdd 3iie@fes faaret # oy foram ST wgam|

The Chief Justice, however, found that the 1978 verdict could have been articulated
differently and set down a “reformulated” triple test, which would operate prospectively.

gTellich, T wITATRT o AT 7o 1978 & hael hT 37e1aT e { chercl [ehaT ST Hehell AT 3R
3egiel Th “geratfaer feuer ave et fovar, St srfasa & @y gham|
However, the possibility of using the recast triple test to determine if an operation was an

industry or not under Section 2(j) of the repealed 1947 Act is non-existent as the new labour
law, The Industrial Relations Code 2020, has already come into force.

REIED faREd fohT ST gk 1947 & TATATH T 4RT 2()) & Te Foha AT AT 3T ATl
T & Al & TIT TS feuel S T ST et &l FHIGAT 31 g1 &, Flieh 74T HH il
itz waer WfRFaT 2020, TE 1 AR & TH S

The Bench has unanimously made it clear that ‘industry’ under the 2020 Code will be
“interpreted independently” to align with contemporary industrial dynamics, and not be
burdened by the 1978 verdict.

915 o FaEFATA & TS foRaT § fo 2020 Fr AfgaT & 3deTd 3eder &I “Faa T & caredr” &
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ST, e S& FHbTCN JHieTTTen AT & HeT&T TEN ST Feh 3R 1978 o hfel & R &

HeF TGN ST Tk |

Justices B.V. Nagarathna, Dipankar Datta, and Ujjal Bhuyan formed the minority view on
the Bench that a re-evaluation of the 1978 judgment was “unwarranted”.

=i A Y. AR, R g AR seere 93aT 7 Mo H HETHT I g fSehIoT =T fn
1978 & To¥0TT &1 Gefe{eichet “3relTaeds” UT|

Justice Nagarathna cautioned that altering the definition could create uncertainty and disrupt
industrial peace.

SIS AR o AdTaw & B aReTeT # agera sfARaddr 3eaes FT Fhard 3R
e enifa & afta w2 Tar 1

Justice Nagarathna argued that the 1978 judgment had offered a broad-based definition of
‘industry’.
=LTGHfcT AT = o7eh fe o 1978 & 40T o ‘Seer h1 sarash qiREIST Sccl 1 Y|

She highlighted that the judgment was a child of its time, when public sector workers were
transitioning into private employment due to a changing industrial landscape inspired by
privatisation, liberalisation and globalisation of the Indian economy.

3egiel {@iferd fohar ok Ig Aot 31aer 9o $r aRFeufaat s oo or, 9 s
3reiegae & frshianor, serieor 3 dedieor @ URd aeaa steafes aigea & ror
AT 817 F AT sl TR Fr 3R HhaAoT ax 3§ T

Justice Joymalya Bagchi supported the need for the reference to the nine-judge Bench, but
expressed his inability to agree to a “reformulated” triple test.

FARHf FAATCAT IR & ATH T Al-HaE AT NS & UrH Hofel T ITaLTehdT T FAA foha,
Qfthet “geratfda” feuer &e & TeAd gl & 319l IFHIAT 7 |

Justice Bagchi said an apprehension that the triple test conceived in the 1978 judgment
converted any organised activity into an industry was misplaced.

AT STeTh o T o g 3MmereRT ATei Y o 1978 & foioTy & aRefoud feuer tve & =
Herfea arfafafer st 3eer 7 o fear |

The judge agreed with Justice Nagarathna that even the state could enter into seemingly non-
sovereign functions.

TR & FARIfl ARl & HgATd STaTs foh T oy WA St 7 Far X Fehell § SiT Tgel
gfe # IR-Twey F1 el €1 €

The concept of ‘sovereignty’ has itself undergone changes with the passage of time.
HY & WY WYHAT Y GO & 87 T aRaci= 32 g |

Absence of a profit motive did not take an activity outside the realm of industry, he observed.
3ogiot ol foh ATeT & 3GART T AT fohdll aTTATATE T 3T o SR W TG 781 AT

He said it was unwise to “re-draft” Justice lyer’s triple test.

3giel el foh AR 3R & el e &l “JeT: AR FXar” 3fara =7gt 4|

Justice Datta echoed the need for judicial consistency.

SARIHf el o F AT fAaar T 3TaRTehal 1 &l

Sharing his opinion with Justice Bhuyan, Justice Datta remarked that institutional credibility
relies on respecting finality rather than perpetuating doubt over established law.

S ST S AT 39 I AT I §U, I &l ¥ el o HeUTe faaweiiaar
AT FTefet & Heer 7 TG Y FATT T & T HTAFAT T FFATT el W AR FA B

A step towards a new era
watrgmaﬁramm

By severing the IRC from the 1978 precedent, the Supreme Court has set the stage for a new
chapter in Indian labour law, leaving it to future courts to decide where the lines between
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employer authority and worker protections will ultimately be drawn.

IRC &I 1978 1 =aTTAeh TAHATS § 3elaT hieh, Hafed AT o HRAT HH Hlolel H Teh 7T
3reary Y i @ & 3R 3 Fg Ay i rererdl X AR e o fratear & e sk

HAF TIETT & T 3ifae dATT gl FeRa Hr e &

Labour rights beyond the shadow of BWSSB

n August 20, 2026, the Supreme Court
of India delivered its judgment on the
Reference made on the correctness of
the judgment in Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board vs A. Rajappa
(BWSSB), 1978, particularly the test for
determining whether an activity falls within the
definition of “industry” under Section 2(j) of the
Industrial Disputes (ID) Act, 1947. A brief history
of the Reference. In State of U.P. vs Jai Bir Singh
(2005), 5 SCC 1, a five-judge Bench referred the
seven-judge Bench decision in BWSSB for
reconsideration. A seven-judge Bench was
constituted and, by order dated January 2, 2017,
referred the matter to a nine-judge Bench. By
order dated February 16 2026, the nine-judge
Bench framed four questions concerning the
correctness of the test in BWSSB, the impact of
the 1982 Amendment and the Industrial Relations
Code (IRC), 2020, whether government welfare
activities count as “industrial activities,” and the
scope of “sovereign functions” under Section 2(j).
By the time the questions were framed, the
IRC, 2020 had been brought into force from
November 21, 2025, also repealing the ID Act,
1947. By virtue of this repeal, the Reference had
effectively been rendered otiose. Even so, the
nine-judge Bench proceeded to hear the matter.

Judges and reactions

Of the nine judges, Justice D. Datta and Justice U.
Bhuyan held that “the reference requires no
answer”. Justice B.V. Nagarathna found the
exercise “unnecessary and only academic in
nature”. Justice P.S. Narasimha held that “an
authoritative interpretation of the definition
industry” was compelling at the time of the
Reference”, but “such a determination has now
become unnecessary, with the repeal of the said
provision.”.

Importantly, even the opinion written by the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) for four judges
acknowledges this. Even as it sought to
re-formulate the Triple Test laid down by BWSSB,
it describes its reformulation of the Triple Test as
merely “hypothetical”, and expressly states that it
will not apply to any pending case. The ID Act has
been repealed, and there can be no future cases
under it either. Even the reformulated test framed
by four judges was prospective and would not
alter pending disputes, which would continue to
be governed by the BWSSB framework, and since
the ID Act, 1947 has been repealed, there can be
no future cases under it.

The four questions framed on February 16,
2026 concern only Section 2(j) of the ID Act. The
interpretation of Section 2(p) of the IRC was not
before the Court.

‘The CJI, writing for four judges, recognises that
the IRC “is an independent legislative enactment
and must be interpreted on its own terms, having

V. Gopala Gowda

Former Judge of
the Supreme Court
of India

B

Maitreyi Krishnan

Practising advocate

The top court’s
treatment of
BWSSB
highlights the
enduring
anxiety over
the scope of
labour
protection

regard to its text, scheme, and object”. At the
same time, the same opinion says, in view of the
reformulated Triple Test in their opinion, the
principles laid down in BWSSB shall not be
regarded as the “sheet anchor for the
interpretation of the IRC should such a question
arise in the future”. While on the one hand it
refuses to construe a provision, in the same
breath it rules on how BWSSB, as a precedent,
may not be used to construe it. This in itself is a
form of construing it, and is an attempt to police
the tools available for a future interpretive
exercise.

Justice Narasimha also says that it is important
to ensure that the interpretation of the definition
of “Industry” under the IRC “is not burdened by
the existing interpretations” under the ID Act,
1947. Justice Nagarathna’s opinion on this issue is
important. While affirming the judgment in
BWSSB, she recognised that the extent to which
its reasoning carries over to the interpretation of
“industry” under the IRC is to be tested by
comparing the actual text of the two provisions.
Such a comparison can be meaningfully
undertaken only in a case arising under Section
2(p), and not in the abstract.

The interpretation of the definition of industry
under the [RC cannot be seen in abstract and
would have to be understood in light of the rich
jurisprudence that has developed with BWSSB
and after.

The importance of BWSSB

There is a deeper thread — an anxiety about the
judgment in BWSSB, which needs to be
addressed. This anxiety is what gave rise to the
Reference itself. The fiveJudge Bench in Jai Bir
Singh (2005) questioned the correctness of
BWSSB, observing that its “worker-oriented
approach” was “unmindful of the interests of the
employer or owner of the industry”.

This finds an echo in the CJI's opinion. Having
hypothetically reformulated the tests in BWSSB,
and having stated that BWSSB shall not be
regarded as the sheet anchor for the
interpretation of the IRC, the opinion of the ]I,
for four judges, speaks of the judgment finally
lifting a “burden” and permitting the law to
“move forward unencumbered”.

This again finds echo in the judgment of Justice
Narasimha, who states that the interpretation of
the definition of “industry” under the IRC, 2020
“must be freed of the bondage of ratio” in BWSSB.
In this light, it is essential to recognise what
“burden” of BWSSB causes such anxiety.

There can be no dispute about the asymmetry
between capital and labour, or the imbalance in
their respective bargaining power. Justice Bagehi
recognises this when he reminds us that one
must always “bear in mind that a workman
seldom enters the field of negotiation as an

equal...”” The Constitution recognises this, with
Article 42 requiring the state to secure “just and
humane conditions of work,” while Article 23
prohibits “traffic in human beings”, “begar, and
other forms of forced labour”. The conditions
that necessitated these protections have simply
changed form.

Labour legislation recognised this extreme
imbalance and sought to ensure a modicum of
bare protection. This is not a “pro-worker”
understanding of the law, but just a check against
the imbalance tilting toward the employer. The
fact that such bare protection is described as
“pro-worker” says less about the protection than
about where the baseline has been unfortunately
naturalised. While the freedom to dismiss
without explanation is part of the ordinary run of
business, a requirement to explain is called a
burden. The warning of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar rings
true - liberty from the control of the state is
another name for “the dictatorship of the private
employer”.

The 13-judge Bench decision in Kesavananda
Bharati (1973) recognised that justice, social,
economic and political, formed part of the
Constitution’s basic structure. The underlying
inequality between employer and workman has
not narrowed since 1947. In fact, the policy of
“ease of doing business” has widened it. This is
exactly why the social justice vision of Part IV of
the Constitution calls for more protection now,
not less.

The issue of labour rights

The ID Act, 1947 — to maintain industrial peace —
provided basic protections and a forum for
adjudicating disputes, where the labour courts
and tribunals have been given wide powers to
adjudicate on the same. To be excluded from its
definition of “industry” is to be excluded from
that bare minimum protection, and from the
remedy available under it. The significance of
BWSSB's definition of “industry” lay in ensuring
that this protection reached everyone the Act was
meant to cover, rather than excluding workers
from the one recourse the law offered them.

Given the overarching objective of industrial
peace, there was never a reason to treat BWSSB's
interpretation as a burden rather than as the Act
doing precisely what it was designed to do. The
anxiety surrounding it has always rested on the
same premise: an eagerness to remove workers
from the protection of the law.

As the ID Act stands repealed and the IRC
takes its place, it is necessary to return to the
promise of social justice in the Constitution. The
labour codes that have replaced the ID Act,
including the IRC, are built on a premise of
exclusion — narrowing who falls within the
protection of the law — and will have to answer to
that mandate.

25A8. Labour rights beyond the shadow of BWSSB
BWSSB &I ST & W #fA® JFR

e On August 20, 2026, the Supreme Court of India delivered its judgment on the Reference
made on the correctness of the judgment in Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board vs
A. Rajappa (BWSSB), 1978, particularly the test for determining whether an activity falls
within the definition of “industry” under Section 2(j) of the Industrial Disputes (ID) Act, 1947.

20 319TEd, 2026 &I TR & Hafed «91™Ted o Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board
vs A. Rajappa (BWSSB), 1978 & feiofar #r ejetrell & Heitr # v aTv Reference (Wesh) oX
37T A0 GoaraT, faR &9 & 56 e WX o fondll arfafafer o sitqafare faag srfarfa=rer (1D
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Act), 1947 #Y &RT 2(j) & 3cad 3¢ HT TRHATST F A A & TIT Flet-|1 G707 A1)
T SireTT anfgu|

A brief history of the Reference.
et 1 wfdrea sfasma

¢ In State of U.P. vs Jai Bir Singh (2005), 5 SCC 1, a five-judge Bench referred the seven-judge
Bench decision in BWSSB for reconsideration.

State of U.P. vs Jai Bir Singh (2005), 5 SCC 1 # gra =arrefieit i s & BWSSB & ard
wgraTelielt it fe & ooty i gafder & fov defdia )

e A seven-judge Bench was constituted and, by order dated January 2, 2017, referred the
matter to a nine-judge Bench.

AT Fararefiei i dis 7S it 1S 3R 2 Fadl, 2017 & G2 GaRT AT i At FArTeiR Hir
s 1 Fefsta Y feam ara|

e By order dated February 16, 2026, the nine-Judge Bench framed four questions concerning
the correctness of the test in BWSSB, the impact of the 1982 Amendment and the Industrial
Relations Code (IRC), 2020, whether government welfare activities count as “industrial
activities,” and the scope of “sovereign functions” under Section 2(j).

16 TIELY, 2026 & H1GeT GaRT at =ararefel #Y fis & IR ge fAeRa fee, St BWSSB #
forefiier odreTor & gretrdr, 1982 & weieret 3R 3te e waer wfear (IRC), 2020 & g,
WHNY Hearorrr Afafaferdt wr “3ieafe afafafRar & &5 & A S 27 arT 2¢)
sicrefer “ziwey FTat & TR & wafea

e By the time the questions were framed, the IRC, 2020 had been brought into force from
November 21, 2025, also repealing the ID Act, 1947.

ST cieh & geaT forefiRel 3w 91T, & Tk IRC, 2020 T 21 FaeR, 2025 o1 forar ST bt 47 3R
P OTY ID Act, 1947 &Y faea ofr 3 fem arar 2|

e By virtue of this repeal, the Reference had effectively been rendered otiose.
=g foRa & HRUT Hest gHrd T I AT g arar 2|

e Even so, the nine-judge Bench proceeded to hear the matter.

S8 dTasie, at Farareelt A fie & A HT Gorars SRy Wi

Judges and reactions

Faramedier 3k gfafrane
e Of the nine judges, Justice D. Datta and Justice U. Bhuyan held that “the reference requires
no answer”.
oAt et 7 & FarrEfd &Y. g AR Sl 7, At 7 AT 6 5 dest 7 ford IR
3TATRAT A6 &7

e Justice B.V. Nagarathna found the exercise “unnecessary and only academic in nature”.
Farfd .. AR A 58 HarIE A AT IR hael IhIc A Fepic I HE|

e Justice P.S. Narasimha held that “an authoritative interpretation of the definition ‘industry’ was
compelling at the time of the Reference”, but “such a determination has now become
unnecessary, with the repeal of the said provision.”

Fargfet ft vy, afAFeT A e o “Teeh & THY ST hr TR T JTATOTh sarear
3TaeTes &Y, AfeheT “3ad TTaHTS & oI & 916 3719 VAT [T ROT 31T1aeas &t T g1’

e Importantly, even the opinion written by the Chief Justice of India (CJI) for four judges
acknowledges this.
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HEAYUT §T &, HR & HEF ~ARTENRT (CJI) GaRT TR #rarefieit 1 3R & fordt a18 I o 54
THHR FAT R

Even as it sought to re-formulate the Triple Test laid down by BWSSB, it describes its
reformulation of the Triple Test as merely “hypothetical”, and expressly states that it will not
apply to any pending case.

BWSSB gaRT feiRe Triple Test @1 IeT: IR T T TATH Pt ET 37, T H g8 IefdToot
I Shael “FTeqfad ST IATE 3N FISC &I J el 47§ foh Ig ol o wifere AT o amer
T graml

The ID Act has been repealed, and there can be no future cases under it either.

ID Act @t foed foram ST g1 8, 3R 58 3iceTa stfasa 7 8 IS AT 8T &1 FehelT|

Even the reformulated test framed by four judges was prospective and would not alter
pending disputes, which would continue to be governed by the BWSSB framework, and since
the ID Act, 1947 has been repealed, there can be no future cases under it.

R SRRl gaRT feiRe geret e afiator i st gemra arer a1 3R I8 Sfde faarer

T ST &AM, ST BWSSB & @l gan &1 T gt W, 3R <o 1D Act, 1947 faRea &t
T 5, SATIT 3HF et AT 7 1S AT 61 & FevelT|

The four questions framed on February 16, 2026 concern only Section 2(j) of the ID Act.

16 TYaXY, 2026 Y fAUTRT TR 92 dhaer ID Act FY &RT 2(j) & TfAT &

The interpretation of Section 2(p) of the IRC was not before the Court.

IRC &Y R 2(p) Y SATEAT =TT b THET faarTefsT Agr 27|

The CJI, writing for four judges, recognises that the IRC “is an independent legislative
enactment and must be interpreted on its own terms, having regard to its text, scheme, and
object”.

IR FAraefeit i 3R & for@d g CII A T fRam foh IRC “weh Farer faem srftrfaras ¢ 3ik
SHHY STEAT 3q& T 2r<a), mmamamuﬁmﬁwﬁguaﬁawhaml”

At the same time, the same opinion says, in view of the reformulated Triple Test in their
opinion, the principles laid down in BWSSB shall not be regarded as the “sheet anchor for the
interpretation of the IRC should such a question arise in the future”.

ATy &Y, 3 I Fogl A o SeAhy T A YA Triple Test F &t g, Afe; wfarssr 7
9% 35T &, ol BWSSB # faeiRe feicil st “IRC Y sAT&T T & ITUR” LT HIAT ST |

While on the one hand it refuses to construe a provision, in the same breath it rules on how
BWSSB, as a precedent, may not be used to construe it.

TUeh 3R Ig [haY TIaeTe dhT cTEdT ey O SAhR T &, STafeh 34T THT Ig o e a=ar
¢ 7o qd forotr & &0 F BWSSB %1 3931 3Wh! SAT&T & faT e g a1dt o s @kt

This in itself is a form of construing it, and is an attempt to police the tools available for a
future interpretive exercise.

g 379a1 3119 7 3T SATEAT FT Tk T & IR F7asT Fr caredicas afnar & fow 3uctstr amer
I oI T et &1 g &

Justice Narasimha also says that it is important to ensure that the interpretation of the
definition of “Industry” under the IRC “is not burdened by the existing interpretations” under
the ID Act, 1947.

=g TRAFeT o I8 ot e % Tg GARYT FLAT Hgeaqui ¢ 7o IRC o 3T “Ighner &
TRTST Y SATEAT ID Act, 1947 & AN HiSg “TAHATT SATEA3 & At J FaTTaT o 87
Justice Nagarathna'’s opinion on this issue is important.

3 Heg W FATAHfc AFReAT Y I Hgea ol & |

While affirming the judgment in BWSSB, she recognised that the extent to which its reasoning
carries over to the interpretation of “industry” under the IRC is to be tested by comparing the
actual text of the two provisions.

BWSSB & feiofer i qfSe &iect U Segiel AT o 36eht deh-ueifcl o dT oish IRC & 3icoiey
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“IEANT Y SATEAT A of19] BIchl 8, ST TI&TOT el YTl & TR Tdeh UTS T Jofell ek fohar
ST =T

e Such a comparison can be meaningfully undertaken only in a case arising under Section 2(p),
and not in the abstract.

U Tl ATeh § § sharel HRT 2(p) & Hetd Scqeet frdl) AT 7 1 ST Fehell €, o o 3T
w73

e The interpretation of the definition of industry under the IRC cannot be seen in abstract and
would have to be understood in light of the rich jurisprudence that has developed with
BWSSB and after.

IRC & 3cTeTeT 3G T TREATST Y SATEAT T 319 & A 761 G@T ST FebelT IR 38 BWSSB
amw*m%ﬁagummﬁ*ﬁzyﬁ%wﬁﬁmgﬁm

The importance of BWSSB

BWSSB T Aged
e There is a deeper thread — an anxiety about the judgment in BWSSB, which needs to be
addressed.
P OIS Teh aTgdT AT &—BWSSB & fAoky i AT U 3merent, fSdepr Tamens fhar S
AT ¢l
e This anxiety is what gave rise to the Reference itself.
&Y fRIaT TaT 58 Wt FT MR o1

e The five-Judge Bench in Jai Bir Singh (2005) questioned the correctness of BWSSB,
observing that its “worker-oriented approach” was “unmindful of the interests of the employer
or owner of the industry”.

Jai Bir Singh (2005) # ufer waramefielt &Y fis o7 BWSSB I Qe o 92l 3o1d g ohgT T o6
sa i -Hia giemior foierar a1 e & wan' & R & afa s i

e This finds an echo in the CJI’s opinion.
sheRT vfafes CJI I & of femas 2ar g

e Having hypothetically reformulated the tests in BWSSB, and having stated that BWSSB shall
not be regarded as the sheet anchor for the interpretation of the IRC, the opinion of the CJI,
for four judges, speaks of the judgment finally lifting a “burden” and permitting the law to
“move forward unencumbered”.

BWSSB # f¥efiRel SI&TUll &l shiediareh & & Todifod it AR Ig shgat & dTe fh BWSSB &I
IRC T SIEAT T HET HTUR 6T HIAT ST, TR =IIATERRIT 1 3R A CII T I 7 el AT
T a1 40T 37cTeT: Toh “@gr” FY gerar g 3R et 1 “faa el amem & 3ma qga” & srgAfa
gargl

e This again finds echo in the judgment of Justice Narasimha, who states that the interpretation
of the definition of “industry” under the IRC, 2020 “must be freed of the bondage of ratio” in
BWSSB.

IE T = R et & ot 3 off fewrs &t &, forest 3=iet aet 6 IRC, 2020 & 3idela
“3erer Y aRemaT Y sarEar H BWSSB # fAuiRa ratio & suer & Fad fam S =mfew)

e In this light, it is essential to recognise what “burden” of BWSSB causes such anxiety.
g TesT 7 Ig GASTAT 32T ¢ fh BWSSB &1 &ie-ar “asr 0d Riar 3cue aiar g

e There can be no dispute about the asymmetry between capital and labour, or the imbalance
in their respective bargaining power.

4t 3 197 & e IrWATTAT AT 3Tkt Hel T VATl At AfFa 7 sraqgert & IR 7 H1g faare
STel gl FehdT|

o Justice Bagchi recognises this when he reminds us that one must always “bear in mind that a
workman seldom enters the field of negotiation as an equal....”
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wmﬁwwﬁwmyﬁmﬁaﬁ%%gﬁmnag%mﬁmm%w
A arIe & FIN FHET 98T & T H aradid F 8T F yaA FIargl”

e The Constitution recognises this, with Article 42 requiring the state to secure “just and
humane conditions of work,” while Article 23 prohibits “traffic in human beings”, “begar, and
other forms of forced labour”.

WRAUTT ST ATAAT ST §; HToDG 42 Vo 1 ‘FAFHNS AR AT w1 aRFeafa=r
AT et T [T ST &, STafeh ey 23 “HiTal & AR, ‘AR 3R 3T YHR & Tl
A T U AT & |

e The conditions that necessitated these protections have simply changed form.
orer aR TRt & HRUT 3o7 wdenfas axatoi $r 3maegerdr ust o, 3egiar dhdel YT Ta&T
ECCIR

e Labour legislation recognised this extreme imbalance and sought to ensure a modicum of
bare protection.

HH FIeA A TH HATAH AT eleT T TGTAT IR TYATH T T FHAST FR&T AR ket
ERIAE R

e This is not a “pro-worker” understanding of the law, but just a check against the imbalance
tilting toward the employer.

g Flele T “HTHH-FHAH” THS T8I &, TToeh halel I Aol & Taeets Ueh [@FT07 § S
TR & gaT & g7eh FeheTT &1

e The fact that such bare protection is described as “pro-worker” says less about the protection
than about where the baseline has been unfortunately naturalised.

3 TR T wGT T GR&T F “HfHH-TAdH" gl STl GR&T & TR A HA AT aT F IR A
317 9T & o FgeTas AT 1 gafieaer fre Toav o) ArAe A T g

o  While the freedom to dismiss without explanation is part of the ordinary run of business, a
requirement to explain is called a burden.

ST8T [T FRUT IATT @ FIe T TaATAT ! TTHT ATTHT Ak FThaT T {EhT AT AT 8,
eI SRUT STl T ITTLThdT I 9187 el ST &

e The warning of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar rings true — liberty from the control of the state is another
name for “the dictatorship of the private employer”.

31, 3R AATHT Y AATFeAT 37T 1 T T o ford=or & Ao “forsht faerar
ATATITEY” T GERT 1A Bl

e The 13-judge Bench decision in Kesavananda Bharati (1973) recognised that justice, social,
economic and political, formed part of the Constitution’s basic structure.

FaTee ARAY (1973) F 13 =araefeit 1 §is o AT T granfers, 3nfd i tohfas =
TS T FT FIAT T FEAT 8 |

e The underlying inequality between employer and workman has not narrowed since 1947.
foraean 3R 4T & fi siafeifea sraamar 1947 a}?a'raq#ama?’rgé%?l

e In fact, the policy of “ease of doing business” has widened it.
grEqd H, “Ease of Doing Business” $I Fifd o s 3iR serr gl

e This is exactly why the social justice vision of Part IV of the Constitution calls for more
protection now, not less.

TET HROT & T Afqenmst & smr IV 7 fea wenfors = iy gfee 3 e 781, afes s
H&TOT T HIIT LA 5

The issue of labour rights

sforF 3fAFRY F1 Fqe@
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The ID Act, 1947 — to maintain industrial peace — provided basic protections and a forum for
adjudicating disputes, where the labour courts and tribunals have been given wide powers to
adjudicate on the same.

sitefare aifey aemme et & T 1D Act, 1947 & Feweie gaT 3R Raret & ~arafavkre & foe
Ueh AT YTl [T, ST8T A1 ~arTera) 31 31l & o7 faarel uX [AvTr e & fov e
IERDIKAKIES ]

To be excluded from its definition of “industry” is to be excluded from that bare minimum
protection, and from the remedy available under it.

wﬁ“z@r’aﬁﬁm#mmmwmg&ﬁaﬂ?mmww
¥ 3fa fFu o & AT B

The significance of BWSSB’s definition of “industry” lay in ensuring that this protection
reached everyone the Act was meant to cover, rather than excluding workers from the one
recourse the law offered them.

BWSSB ZaRT &1 98 “3&AR1 hY TRETST T Hged Ig FiARHd el # AT o Ig Geam 31 @shr
ot e T o 31T o SR 3 oflet T 367 2T, o7 {3 ATADT T Hlefet GaRT 3Tl
THATT 3UIT § d1eY A fear |

Given the overarching objective of industrial peace, there was never a reason to treat
BWSSB'’s interpretation as a burden rather than as the Act doing precisely what it was
designed to do.

ey enifer & AT 3EET T ST §U, BWSSB I ATEAT T SIST AleTed T I PR o7gT
AT; 5T FolI 35U 30 §9 H QT =TT AT AT Toh 1fafges agr o 81 ot oraes fow 38 s mar
T |

The anxiety surrounding it has always rested on the same premise: an eagerness to remove
workers from the protection of the law.

38 IRT 3R Alswg FRIdT g2 SHT 3TUR W) T W &: STAHT Y FTeleT 3 HET0T a6 Flat
&1 STl

As the ID Act stands repealed and the IRC takes its place, it is necessary to return to the
promise of social justice in the Constitution.

=M ID Act Faea 81 g&T § 3R IRC & 30 vt & foram €, safav d@fdurs & RfRd awfos
AT & 1 T 3N dlicar AaTH ¢

The labour codes that have replaced the ID Act, including the IRC, are built on a premise of
exclusion — narrowing who falls within the protection of the law — and will have to answer to
that mandate.

ID Act T T olsT dTell #IH WigdT¥, fSTa IRC 8 anfAe &, Uah afgseor Y &rRom O3 3menid
& 37T eIt o TRETOT & G2 7 3HToY et a9t ST FEAT Y WA FIAT—31R 308 9
waenfae g1f¥eq 1 3T ST gl

25A8. Did Press Note 3 relaxations help attract more FDI?

FT 99 dAte 3 A & 78 g § HAwF FDI nwiia F 7 #Aee el

The Union government on Friday said that India had received foreign direct investment (FDI)
worth 4,895 crore over just the last few months, from companies that have benefited from
recent relaxations made to India’s FDI rules.

e, TR & YR T gl Toh IR T [Tl $& AL H €1 37 Fufaat & 4,895 FU H1
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mﬁﬁaﬁﬁa‘wmowgm%,%F%W%Fmﬁaﬁﬁmﬁﬁé‘mé@ﬁwm
gl

The aim of the relaxations was precisely to ease the flow of investments that had earlier been
locked out of India.

ST el T 3643 Sl LT AT 3 37 rdelt & wae &1 Yorer aeiran o1me, Foies Ig el R 3 31t &
s T arar |

What was the earlier rule?

ggel T forIaT =7 917

The Union government had issued Press Note 3 in April 2020, in which it amended India’s
FDI policy.

&g, THR o el 2020 H 97 Al 3 SR R o, g Aregs ¥ 38 7R $H FDI Afa &7
i foRa|

The existing rule at the time stated that any entity of Bangladesh and Pakistan could invest in
India only after securing Government approval.

3H HAY o] fra# H et a1 AT o aivanger 3R arfereare Ay frd off s@1$ o e & foaer
A & [T Tgol TXFR T HSIN T1ocd il g1l

Press Note 3 widened this stipulation to include any country that shared a land border with
India.

I Ale 3 7 5T UGN T GIIRT TG 3o THT S20T I 3TH eMfFeT X T, SieTehr aIRd & a1y

T AT T B
So, this included Pakistan, China, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Bhutan.
SEH aTfREdrer, e, aivanger, Auter AR sperT A A

The popular perception is that the government took this decision as a result of border clashes
between India and China at Galwan.

T UROT Ig § 3 THR F Ig AT arerarst & siRa 3 et & i dar a3 gRomaeasy
feram ar|
However, Press Note 3 was issued in April 2020, before those clashes took place in May.

gTeilich, 9 AT 3 3rdel 2020 3 SIRY foha 1T o, Sisfh & e 7S A g |

The reason the change was made was to prevent hostile takeovers of companies ailing due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

3 Seolld T SHROUT COVID-19 HETHARY & FHROT HhedFd HUfadl & AATqor ITATEOT T Aehedt
|

India and a few other countries had noticed that, early on in the pandemic, Chinese
companies were buying up majority stakes in companies in the countries whose stock prices
had plummeted due to the pandemic.

HRA AR Fo 37 G2t o 2@ AT o HGTA o qe3rch 3K & el Fafarat 31 Gaif r Fafaat &
a@aﬁﬁmﬂ@a@:ﬁ,ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁr@mﬁmﬁr%wéﬁﬁﬁﬂé%ﬁl

The FDI restriction was aimed at curbing this.

FDI Sferarer &r 3eced S8 Igfd OX 37eher ol 2T

While the origin of the rule was not directly linked to the border clashes, its extension over the
years was certainly a result of the frigid relationship between India and China.

gTelifeh 58 T & geatra e alk ox drer dust & St AT oY, Afshet asif o Rt g&eh
foear fRad &0 & sRa 3 e & dia aemaget waut @ afkome an

What was the relaxation?

ge Fa1 4 71§ o2
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In March 2026, the Centre eased the Press Note 3 restrictions somewhat.
AR 2026 H Fg TR @ 97 Ale 3 & yfaawl F Fo g a& da

It said that FDI from entities would be allowed in India through the automatic route, without
needing express government approval, if these entities had less than 10% stake based in
countries that share a land border with India.

TR o7 gl for T TEATT F U FDI &Y FTaATfd ART (automatic route) 3 ATEIH T HRA
# foraer &1 3eTAfer & ST, foraeh fov Tuse TTehrY Hopdl i JTaeFehell I8! g1e, I 5ot
FEATT & IR & T TUNT AT TTST ey arel 20T 7 FEUT FEATT HT 10% & Fo frdei
gl

In other words, companies that had minority and non-controlling stakes held by these land-
border countries could invest in India through the easier route.

TR eear #, Tt Saferat 7 o7 Freiry | arer qait #r sreqner 3R A F=orer REaery o,
q 3T AT & ATCTH F 9RT & 32T FHT TehaT AT

The government did this because it said that a lot of investment into India had been held up
because even companies that had tiny stakes owned by Chinese entities faced stricter
restrictions on their investments into India.

TIHR o Jg e H Wmmmmmﬁmwmﬁﬁermgmm
Wﬁmﬁﬁmm%ﬁmmmﬁaﬂmﬁmﬁmwmﬁ
aﬁmaﬁlqﬁaﬂ’raﬁrmmmm

“It is expected that the new guidelines will provide clarity and ease of doing business in India,
and facilitate investments which can contribute towards greater FDI inflows, access to new
technologies, domestic value addition, expansion of domestic firms and integration with global
supply chain,” the government had said in March when it eased the rules.

A # AT 7 Sef S FHT THR A Fgl AT, “3FAIG § o AT ferenforder e & osear ik
FRITR FIA F FIAT Felol a1 74T T Tl sl Forat A1t St 38 FDI yaTe, 7
viefAfhal o g, W Aed Hade, e Fafaal & REar M dRaw smafet sj@en & ar
THIHIOT H FNITGIT H T ol

What has been the benefit?

mmmgsn%?

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry said on Friday that a total of 29 FDI projects worth
%4,895.65 crore had been reported to it under its revised framework up to August 10, 2026.

OIS 3 IEENT HATET o YHaAR T gl 5 10 e, 2026 T 38 HAMAS B & 3iereret
%ol 29 FDI ARSI, foTeTeht 7o ¥4,895.65 13 &, R 1 a1$ off|

It added that these investments span a range of sectors, including information technology,
artificial intelligence, information and communication, manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, data
centres and transport services, among others.

HIATo o el foh A fAder fafde=r =t 7 fohw 1w §, foire gaaim sy, Fier ggftre,
a1 vd gaR, Rfawtor, seegfesew, 3e1 dex AR aRage dare anfe anfde &)

Further, the investments have come from several countries, including Mauritius, the U.S., the
Republic of Korea, Japan, Singapore, Luxembourg, and the Cayman Islands.

g8 3ifaRerd, 3 fder ANrer, 3raReT, faror Fifan, s, RaTgR, aersraaet sk Fita
gdawere afed s &0 4 3T g

In relative terms, this investment amount is not all that significant.

wTYaT 7 F, fder i 75 WF a5 30w Fecaqel 7@ 2

For instance, it amounts to less than 1% of the total FDI India received in 2025-26.
3aTeR0T & foIT, JE WRY 2025-26 F HRA FY WIed Fef FDI & 1% & 3y FA L
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e Butitis still early days, and for India and FDI, every little bit helps.
ekt 378l 7g qre3mTel 2R ¥ 3R HRa T FDI & forw &X 8 gafer o 3wt 31

25A8. SEBI unveils index for market infrastructure
institutions

SEBI & SR Ja@aeT §ELT=1 & fow o aor fmar

e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has
introduced an Information Technology Resilience Index (ITRI) for
market infrastructure institutions (MllIs), including stock exchanges

- — and depositories, as part of efforts to strengthen the resilience of their IT
infrastructure institutions systems.

The Securiies and Exchange Board of ndia 37y STersfer i Ffovsrar a6 (SEBI) o Tefeh Uararsia 3R Reifiedy
o

(SEBI) has introduced an Information

Technology Resilience Index (TRD for market gy ST THIHAT HEATAT (Ms) & TorT gar=m wigAfarhr arfiemaer
N ~

infrastructure institutions (MIIs), including stock

exchanges and deggsitories, as.pan of efforts to m (|TR|) ‘:T%r ﬁ')_é:IT %- m w.q. m IT W @. m 3‘ﬁT

strengthen the resilience of their IT systems. In a

circular, the markets regulator'said the index m &THdT Ehéf Holdd &L %—I
[N

would assess the MIIs across nine parameters,

;ﬂ:ﬁ:ﬁgﬁg&%ﬁ%ﬁ;;;“;ttgfinﬁ;y'busmess e In acircular, the markets regulator said the index would assess
continuity, modularity and flexibility, scalability, ~ the MIIs across nine parameters, including availability, security, integrity,
and other relevant factors. SEBI said that the Mlls  ggvernance, reliability and monitoring, business continuity, modularity

uld be required to develop an Early Warnin o S
System (EWS) to detect any deteriorationintmgr  and flexibility, scalability, and other relevant factors.

parameters that could potentially lead to mﬁa—m—q; q-ﬁ-q-;r . W’ m
performance issues, system slowness or other ﬁ T ﬁ ehel ﬁ; ag N Mils T ;ﬁ a;
disruptions, and take remedial measures. ) T
3R R 37Teheled T, TSIeTa STeTstrd, Y&, @, A,
faregwsiiaar va fAaRrel, sqaarr fatadr, AR va afiemds, Fhafafadt qur g
grafaTed R eMfAeT g
e SEBI said that the Mlls would be required to develop an Early Warning System (EWS) to
detect any deterioration in ITRI parameters that could potentially lead to performance issues,
system slowness or other disruptions, and take remedial measures.

SEBI o %gT f&h Mils & Teh SRS daraet yomelt (EWS) A sl gieft, aifw ITRI &
HAToTeh! 7 gleY aTell AT foraY i RTae &7 IaT 91T 51 &b, S G3nfad &9 & vl waeh
waea3it, Rreeer & ool 7fy ar 3 sgaeat &1 HROT A Fahd 8, 3R g8 AT gurieHs
391 T ST 85|

SEBI unveils index for market

GS Paper Il1: Science and Technology | 25 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

25A8 | What Amul can teach us about helping rare-disease patients

goter-er & N AR At Terarar w3 F TR 7 37 g F R@T FFAT S

25A8 | Quiz

25A8 | Smart glasses highlight gaps in privacy laws
TATE TA fAsrar et F1egst A FAAT Y 39A0PR F: §

25A8 | What has fueled the backlash against Flock cameras in the U.S.?

AR # Flock Fa1 F veyr {0y #i fFasr sorar faar 87

Pagej

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ==




[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

25A8 | Workers in China fear job loss as Al and robots are poised to take their place

e # FTHIRY ) AlFd I F1 9, FIF IS R QAT AR SRR A A R E

What Amul can teach us about
helping rare-disease patients

Gavatri Saberwal |

atient data, including medical
records and patient
experiences, are essential for
scientists to develop new
treatments, especially for rare diseases.
The data help identify diagnostic
predict disease
and help investigators design better
clinical trials.

This is important because clinical trials
are required to show that a new treatment
is safe and effective before a country’s
regulators approve it. Conventional
clinical trials involve a large number of
participants and include both treatment
and control groups. However, for rare
diseases, too few people are eligible to
participate, and it is not possible to have a
control group.

In these situations, patient registries
and natural-history studies can provide
real-world data that can serve as ‘external’
controls. Natural-history studies record
clinical parameters, including those
reported by patients, over time, allowing
clinicians to model disease progression in
the absence of treatments. Patient data
can also help scientists identify suitable
participants and meaningful clinical
endpoints to properly evaluate
complicated treatments.

Thus, by improving trial design and
reducing uncertainty, comprehensive
patient datasets can help researchers
develop drugs faster, increase the chances
of their receiving regulatory approval, and
ultimately help bring safe and effective
treatments to patients with rare diseases
more quickly

Patient data collective

For example, patient information
collected over many years helped doctors
understand how spinal muscular atrophy
~ arare genetic condition that damages
the spinal cord - progresses, identify the
best ways to measure improvement,
design good clinical trials,

treatments work, and show that treating
patients early gives the best results.

Recent advances in artificial
intelligence (Al) models now make these
goals passible in new ways — provided
good patient data are available.
Researchers can collect this data in two
steps: first, create a community of
patients with a given condition; and
second, collect a range of medical and
diagnostic records for those patients.

To implement this, the authors
propose a cooperative model to create a
‘Patient Data Collective’ (PDC). The
inspiration comes from the dairy
cooperative Amul, which serves lakhs of
farmers in India and ploughs back most of
the profits from milk and milk-derived
products to them. Amul also offers
veterinary care and at-cost feed for cattle.

Similarly, a PDC for rare diseases in
India can serve as a cooperative that
holds patients’ data on their behalf to
facilitate research, and which returns
most, if any, of the revenue back to them.
And the PDC can act on behalf of patients
just as Amul does on behalf of farmers. It
will access data from patient advocacy

-

Apatient
most, if any, of the tothem.

groups, the Ayushman Bharat Digital
Health Mission, hospital records, the
Centres of Excellence for Rare Diseases,
clinicians, and other repositories.

In addition to its centralised repository,
the PDC could have Al-based data
analytics, with safeguards in place. That
is, once a patient is registered, their
consent to have their data collected,
stored, analysed, and, indeed, protected.

Worldwide, patient advocacy groups
are already helping research communities
accelerate the development of drugs for
rare diseases and navigate the approval
ecosystem.

This movement has also reached India,
and active disease-specific groups could
play a critical role in setting up and
operating the PDC as well.

Setting up a collective

‘The Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) has already set up a rare disease
registry based on data uploaded by afew
experts from 19 specialised hospitals. The
registry has collected data on around
4,000 patients with select diseases over
the last five years.

Valuable though this resource is, it is
also minuscule compared to India’s
population. Given Indians’ experience
with public registries, the data collection
exercise behind the PDC should be
flexible and inclusive, while maintaining
accuracy and abiding by the highest
ethical and legal standards.

‘This, in turn, is possible only as a
patient-centric initiative with support
from non-governmental organisations.
Although setting up the proposed portal
and backend database to accept data from
all stakeholders while adhering to
standards about accuracy, ethics, safety,
and legality will be difficult, it is feasible,

Patients’ medical records are
essential for scientists to develop
'W_treatments, es for

rare diseases; the data help
researchers identify diagnostic
biomarkers, predict disease

progression, and design better
clinical trials

as demonstrated by the Citizen Health
Platform operating in the U.S.

Once the portal is set up, patient data
will need to be made easily available to
the PDC through digital health records
maintained by both public and private
health providers. To aggregate scattered
medical histories, genetic reports, and
clinical notes, India can leverage its
Ayushman Bharat Digital Health Mission:
to mandate a clear governance model for
a specialised, secure digital health locker
or for the PDC to maintain patient records
as such a locker.

Alongside a data repository, generative
Al can be used as a tool to synthesise
from large volumes of medical records
medically relevant patterns that can
inform doctors’ and patients’ decisions.
Indeed, if an Al model is trained to
engage with users in their local language,
it can help analyse medical information to
suggest possible diagnoses and lay out the
various options, and thus encourage
participation from diverse groups of
patients.

Attracting drug developers

Support from the government or
philanthropic organisations is needed to
develop a platform with such Al
capabilities, with clear governance and

holds patients’ data on their behalf to facilitate research, and which returns

oversight. In fact, the PDC should
deliberately attempt to generate useful
data. The authors suggest encouraging
natural-history registries led by patient
advocacy groups to generate longitudinal
real-world evidence datasets. The groups
can be funded to initiate natural history
studies for their target diseases, with the
data then channelled to the PDC.

Aggregating granular, everyday
patient-reported metrics across India’s
unique, genetically diverse endogamous
populations could also attract drug
developers from abroad seeking
ethnically specific target-validation
cohorts.

Rare disease revolution
With recent updates to India’s New Drugs
and Clinical Trials Rules, which embrace
advanced computational modelling and
non-animal testing models, Indian
biotechnology and pharmaceutical
‘companies can use the PDC to rapidly
pre-screen and construct virtual synthetic
control groups, making small-batch
orphan drug evaluation clinically and
financially viable within domestic
budgets. Just as Amul and the other
cooperatives it inspired made India
milk-secure and secured the livelihoods of
millions of farmers, so too would a PDC
have an outsized impact on drug
discovery for most rare diseases,
contributing to the good health of many
patients who currently have few
treatment options.

(Alok Bhattacharya is an honorary visiting
professor at the Tata Institute for Genetics
and Society, Bengaluru. Gayatri Saberwal
is a consultant at the Institute.
alok.bhattacharya@gmail.com,
gayatri.saberwal@gmail.com)

25A8. What Amul can teach us about helping rare-disease patients

geler-ar & 3T AT ¥ Ferarar F:a & IR 7 I g Far REr gwarg

e Patient data, including medical records and patient experiences, are essential for scientists
to develop new treatments, especially for rare diseases.

el Ferelt 3itens, Toreret Rrfredir srfdrere 3ik At & sreperg anfarer €, emferent & forw 71w
3TUR TahTAd el & T &, faivent geler it & forw |

e The data help identify diagnostic biomarkers, predict disease progression, and help
investigators design better clinical trials.
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¥ 33 derfera Sta-FREal 1 g Tet, a7 6T SaTfct T JaATTHI Mot AT QMETHeAT3HT T
g AT TNETUT IR A F FEIAT L g |

This is important because clinical trials are required to show that a new treatment is safe
and effective before a country’s regulators approve it.

T AECAYUT § AT el 42T & FAATHenT GaRT Fohdl ST 3UaR &I TP &of & U6l I8 Taid
Ftot o forw stgrferd wieTor 3maeas gid ¢ fo w1 3uam geiaTa 3R s ¢

Conventional clinical trials involve a large number of participants and include both treatment
and control groups.

URYRe steTioten G{eTolt H 57 H&AT & TTAHT AT 81 & AT 579 3TN FHg 3R fazor
g, all I &

However, for rare diseases, too few people are eligible to participate, and it is not possible to
have a control group.

gTcilTch, GoleT AT oh HIHS H HIET et o T ars wfiar @rﬁwagawaﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁaww
TGAT §HT T8 alaT gl

In these situations, patient registries and natural-history studies can provide real-world
data that can serve as ‘external’ controls.

go1 aRTEufaat 1, Qeft Wafeeat 3 urpfas-sfaemr sreaaat ¥ areafas-faea siies ured favw
ST TH &, S qET fATT0r & F H 1 IR b g

Natural-history studies record clinical parameters, including those reported by patients, over
time, allowing clinicians to model disease progression in the absence of treatments.

T Taeh- ST 3reads AT & T AT G@RT IdTC 7T AEST AR Agifas Amgs) w1 g
FA €, Foad Rfrcas 39aR & 37919 7 W1 Y F91fa T AlST IR F Tehel |

Patient data can also help scientists identify suitable participants and meaningful clinical
endpoints to properly evaluate complicated treatments.

el Harelt 3iiens dferent st 3ugerd wfasnara ik ardes starfera sifoer faigat it vgare e
F ol HETIAT & Hebd! &, ATieh SAeel 3UART b1 3R FHoieheT fahar 517 wah |

Thus, by improving trial design and reducing uncertainty, comprehensive patient datasets can
help researchers develop drugs faster, increase the chances of their receiving regulatory
approval, and ultimately help bring safe and effective treatments to patients with rare
diseases maore quickly.

S8 Yo, GUETOT Y FORET 7 GUR R 1A BT haf e, SaTdeh 3N 3iTehs Merehclai 1
caTt Al & TashTad &¥et, 3oteh TaTerdhr repatest STcd Fiel &l FHIEAT Jelel TAT HAT: GoreT
mﬁWWWWﬁTQﬂWWm%ﬁHWﬁ%mm FL R

Patient data collective

el srTepeT Al

For example, patient information collected over many years helped doctors understand how
spinal muscular atrophy — a rare genetic condition that damages the spinal cord —
progresses, identify the best ways to measure improvement, design good clinical trials, prove
treatments work, and show that treating patients early gives the best results.

3CTE0T & foIU, &g aut & T T 315 AN HIHT STTHIRT oF STare’] T Tg THST F TgTIdT $T fob
TG AEFOR TEIBT — Ueh GoisT HTdRIeh el St Aetes] 1 affd ugardh § — e g
TGl &, GUR I AT & Fafers Tl T Ggellel Hl I ST, g sfalfeleh GHaToT HE AR
forT ST, 3TART & gsasiierar S ey H ST g2r T8 HA uefia frar sme fF afirt @
IRA 3UaR Tafas IRomH ST g

Recent advances in artificial intelligence (Al) models now make these goals possible in new
ways — provided good patient data are available.
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F e geflwar (Al) Aisell 7 gierdT FeTfd o 319 5o el @Y AT dAliehl & Hava =TT fear & —
Ferct 312 VST 37TeRs 3Tl B

Researchers can collect this data in two steps: first, create a community of patients with a
given condition; and second, collect a range of medical and diagnostic records for those
patients.

QNETRdT ST 37TehaT Y &f TRUN H Tha Y Thd & Tgar, fordY faflrse Qa1 & Rifsa Aot 1 v
FHE ST, 3R g@T, 37 A3t & fafde Rifrcdir va sarfas affvaat 1 v @

To implement this, the authors propose a cooperative model to create a ‘Patient Data
Collective’ (PDC).

S8 rifead el & foT, ogsh Te WM ATesT AHfed” (PDC) FaT1e 8] Ueh HehRI Alsel &1
TS I &

The inspiration comes from the dairy cooperative Amul, which serves lakhs of farmers in
India and ploughs back most of the profits from milk and milk-derived products to them.

SHhT IO HRT T ST TEehRT FEAT IS U AT &, S R H ol fenaraii & dar olehl &
31 G AT g | Fo¥ 3cUeT § WTed 7T AT T T AT HETeT el 81

Amul also offers veterinary care and at-cost feed for cattle.

37 923t & TrT aep Frfdrear Famd 3iR SreTa-Hed o) ag) IR 8 3t AT 8|

Similarly, a PDC for rare diseases in India can serve as a cooperative that holds patients’
data on their behalf to facilitate research, and which returns most, if any, of the revenue back
to them.

ST YR, $IR # gelsT A1 & ToIT Teh PDC Ul Hgeh T HEUT o &9 H R X FeelT 8, ST
3TTHETE T FITH Fellel & Torw AT 6 3R A 3e7eh 3iTensl 1 FRiara @ AR 3 1 Torea
gTed 81, At 38eT 31fehier AT AT T a9F Teret 1|

And the PDC can act on behalf of patients just as Amul does on behalf of farmers.

3R PDC AT 1 3R & 3T JhR R 7 Fehell &, TTH TR 337 foharett &l 3R & SR
FATE

It will access data from patient advocacy groups, the Ayushman Bharat Digital Health
Mission, hospital records, the Centres of Excellence for Rare Diseases, clinicians, and
other repositories.

Ig WMt-31T0aR wordes wogl, Imgeaet s f3foree dou frers, 3reddrer & 3ifdror, gefer At
& Scpsedt Fal, FAfehchen! auT 3= H3RT § 33 Yree |

In addition to its centralised repository, the PDC could have Al-based data analytics, with
safeguards in place.

3791 Sl HTehsT $ER & ITARerd], PDC # 3R &t 3UTal o |y Al-JTerTie st
fredryor &t gidem &t w51

That is, once a patient is registered, their consent to have their data collected, stored,
analysed, and, indeed, protected.

37T, Teh IR NI T ISR UT &1 SATet oh &G, 3eTch 311haT I Tehd hiod, TIRIA el, AT
el 3N aTEa 7 AT TER & THT SoTehl TEATT 3aeTeh e

Worldwide, patient advocacy groups are already helping research communities accelerate
the development of drugs for rare diseases and navigate the approval ecosystem.

faeast & eft-HTAHR Tods Tog Tger @ & ITHeTT FHSTAT 1 geleT A1t o fov eansit &
Tarehrer & it oTet 3R Sreraiteer IRTEATAHY o T Fostel AT 3HH 37T Toat & HgRIaT X
gl

This movement has also reached India, and active disease-specific groups could play a
critical role in setting up and operating the PDC as well.

agmwaaaﬂqgagwﬁwmwmw PDC &I TATYAT T2AT GaTeleT
3 FgcaquT s1fAeT e Terdt €
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Setting up a collective
TS HHfEE FEAT Y TUTIAT

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has already set up a rare disease registry
based on data uploaded by a few experts from 19 specialised hospitals.

R ImIFd=ATeT 3reTaeer aRwg (ICMR) & vl &) 19 fafrse reqdredt & $o faRw=it garT
379el1s fohT 31T 37Tehs oh TEMR TR Teh gelsT T IS w1 1 &

The registry has collected data on around 4,000 patients with select diseases over the last
five years.

=g IS & Rrcor ara aut 7 Tafad Ao & NS ST97819T 4,000 AT F 3173 Tha fFU
Valuable though this resource is, it is also minuscule compared to India’s population.
T Ig HaTeIeT Hoadle &, hT 1 TR shT STeTaeaT sh Tofell H SHehT IR HcAd BIel ¢

Given Indians’ experience with public registries, the data collection exercise behind the PDC
should be flexible and inclusive, while maintaining accuracy and abiding by the highest ethical
and legal standards.

aﬁaﬁaﬁ%ﬁ%mmﬁﬁ%waﬁa@ﬁg PDC & forw 31ferar Targ v ufshar
arielt 3ttt wamaeh gl =nfRw, arer & @éedr seTe T@e v AR sTaaH Afaw vd FerE
HATAHT FT IToTeT HLAT AT |

This, in turn, is possible only as a patient-centric initiative with support from non-governmental
organisations.

g, Scol 7, Fad WIN-Higd 9ge & &7 F IR-TRT Traat & JaST & &) 99 21

Although setting up the proposed portal and backend database to accept data from all
stakeholders while adhering to standards about accuracy, ethics, safety, and legality will be
difficult, it is feasible, as demonstrated by the Citizen Health Platform operating in the U.S.

Fe A TR, AT, &M AT Feforehdr Hel AleTeh! 7 ITelet FHYA §U AT FoTement &
37Tehs TSR e & foT yEa1fad gice 3R ShUs Seey T LT s g, T off I8
A &, st o 3rARer 7 Fanfard Citizen Health Platform ganrt yafRia fear arar g

Once the portal is set up, patient data will need to be made easily available to the PDC
through digital health records maintained by both public and private health providers.

T IR dice T &1 1 & 916, Aidstfeie HR A aledl Ty HaT FeTdrif Ry I e
RS oy rfAdEt & Aregd I Vol Gl 31Thst 3 PDC & [T 3T & 3TerseT e
grem|

To aggregate scattered medical histories, genetic reports, and clinical notes, India can
leverage its Ayushman Bharat Digital Health Mission: to mandate a clear governance
model for a specialised, secure digital health locker or for the PDC to maintain patient records
as such a locker.

ngm,mwmmwwwﬁam¢mw
379 ITYSAT HR FBfSee goyr FAee &7 oMt 3o7 HendT & T faflise, JRfard R e
AR o ToTT TIST AMHT ATSS T HTIaRT FieT 32T PDC GaRT IPAT TG bl TH AT o &
A AT WA ]|

Alongside a data repository, generative Al can be used as a tool to synthesise from large

volumes of medical records medically relevant patterns that can inform doctors’ and patients’
decisions.

33T $ER & TTY-ATY, FeRfed Al FHTI 3T F3T AT F e fdear & Rifrcadha &7
T gt Yfawdt s TN T ¥ & fIT Ueh 3UaoT & &9 H foram ST TehaT §, it siare’t 3R
AR & Forofat g v @ 8

Indeed, if an Al model is trained to engage with users in their local language, it can help

analyse medical information to suggest possible diagnoses and lay out the various options,
and thus encourage participation from diverse groups of patients.
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arEda &, Ife fRaY Al ATST Sl 3UTRTRAT3T HT TR HNT F TaTe et F forw uffara forar
ST, &Y Ig FeTIae fo¥erait sl oAt oot iR fafdeet faehedl st seel aiet o forw Rfscd
SRR 2T TAREISOT it # FETACT & Hehcll © 3N 58 FehR Tt Al Faggh hr SaNarT hr
gicarigd & TohdT g

Attracting drug developers

&ar fAATanit &Y s T FEr

Support from the government or philanthropic organisations is needed to develop a platform
with such Al capabilities, with clear governance and oversight.

VY Al STATT3HT aTer 7T T ARG T & TAT Tqse emdeT 31 AR & arer SR ar
GO AT & TALT T 32 THaT

In fact, the PDC should deliberately attempt to generate useful data.
argd H, PDC &l STToAgsTa 3UANN 3HTehs Ichesd il T YATH e 1T

The authors suggest encouraging natural-history registries led by patient advocacy groups to
generate longitudinal real-world evidence datasets.

G W-3fAFR FHdF THEH & Accd & Tiepiaeh-giagra AT T Newnfed el H1 gsia
&d €, arfes et areafas-faea we sies-we=a GO v o7 &6

The groups can be funded to initiate natural history studies for their target diseases, with the
data then channelled to the PDC.

SoT THET 1 3191 et At o fore wrpfash-gfaer sreaarer & ¥e g faaaiyd fohar sm
W%,WWW@PDCWWWW%I

Aggregating granular, everyday patient-reported metrics across India’s unique, genetically
diverse endogamous populations could also attract drug developers from abroad seeking
ethnically specific target-validation cohorts.

R s fafRrse 3R 3e1a e &9 & fafae srafdamd sewear & i e IR ) At
CART ST aTT FEH ATIGST T Uehi A ahdad § TaG & 0 car-TAATan3il @1 8 3menfla fovam sm
Hehell &, ST ST T & Fafise e aeamaer goggh i domr i @ 8|

Rare disease revolution

et Qo ity

With recent updates to India’s New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules, which embrace
advanced computational modelling and non-animal testing models, Indian biotechnology and
pharmaceutical companies can use the PDC to rapidly pre-screen and construct virtual
synthetic control groups, making small-batch orphan drug evaluation clinically and financially
viable within domestic budgets.

IR & New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules # gl 3Tl & A1Y, ST 3eald HEcgeael
ASFAT 3R 3A-ay TeTor Asel 1 3T €, HRA Sta-FleZ v 3R ey shufaat PDC #1
3T AT & Y-Sl et 3N IR A AIA0T FHg IR el o foIw & Fhell &, Ty
BIC T H AT SATIHT T HoAieho! Bl ol & e} Fifehcqehiar R T &7 & sgagrd &
RETIEY

Just as Amul and the other cooperatives it inspired made India milk-secure and secured the
livelihoods of millions of farmers, so too would a PDC have an outsized impact on drug
discovery for most rare diseases, contributing to the good health of many patients who
currently have few treatment options.

TSI JehR 31e7eT 3R 389 R 377 TEhRT TEUT3HT = $IR 1 g & AT A TeAfAs =2
3R oIl FeRaTet T JTsiTarenT FRIETT T, 3T TehR PDC o &t JTTerenier gefsy 91T & foIw gar
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nnﬁ’wers to August 20 quiz: ) ) )

1. When a version of a gene becomesrandomly 1. Random Change in Gene Frequency — Genetic Drift
more/less common - Ans: Genetic drift
2. Theory to explain complex life using
mitochondria, chloroplasts - Ans:
Endosymbiotic theory

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
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@Sl W 3TETYROT YHT 98 FohdT & 3R g aadH & AT 399K [Feredl arel 39 At &
IR TARLYT H ANTEI & Thl 6|

25A8. Quiz

e Genetic drift is a random change in the frequency of an
allele—a particular version of a gene—within a population.

3. Eldredge’s co-theorist who posited evolution e |t occurs by chance rather than because one allele
could be rapid in bursts - Ans: Stephen Gould  provides a survival or reproductive advantage.
d e e lts effect is strongest in small populations, where

whale pelvis, etc. - Ans: Vestigial bones
5. Process that explains why animals sacrifice

accidental deaths or reproduction by only a few individuals can

themselves for their kin - Ans: Kin selection considerably alter allele frequencies.
Visual: Red Queen e The founder effect and population bottleneck are

important forms of genetic drift.
Drift may cause even a beneficial allele to disappear or a neutral or harmful allele to become
fixed. It therefore differs from natural selection, which is non-random.

2. Origin of Mitochondria and Chloroplasts — Endosymbiotic Theory

The endosymbiotic theory explains how complex eukaryotic cells acquired mitochondria
and chloroplasts from formerly free-living bacteria.

An ancestral host cell engulfed aerobic bacteria without digesting them. These bacteria
eventually evolved into mitochondria, which generate cellular energy.

In the lineage of plants and algae, engulfed photosynthetic cyanobacteria developed into
chloroplasts.

Evidence includes their circular DNA, bacterial-type ribosomes, double membranes and
reproduction through binary fission.

Many organelle genes were subsequently transferred to the host-cell nucleus.

Lynn Margulis strongly developed and popularised this theory during the twentieth century.

3. Eldredge’s Co-theorist — Stephen Jay Gould

The correct full name is Stephen Jay Gould, an American evolutionary biologist and
palaeontologist.

Gould and palaeontologist Niles Eldredge jointly proposed the theory of punctuated
equilibriain 1972.

The theory holds that species commonly remain comparatively stable for long geological
periods, a condition called stasis.

These periods may be interrupted by relatively brief episodes of rapid evolutionary change,
often associated with speciation.

“Rapid” here means rapid on a geological timescale; it does not imply that complex species
appear instantaneously.

The theory explains why transitional changes may sometimes appear discontinuous in the
fossil record.

4. Human Appendix and Whale Pelvis — Vestigial Structures

The scientifically accurate answer is vestigial structures or vestigial organs, not “vestigial

bones.”

These are inherited anatomical features that have become reduced or have lost much of their
ancestral function during evolution.

The whale pelvis is a reduced remnant inherited from terrestrial ancestors whose hind limbs
supported locomotion.
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e The human appendix is not a bone. It is a vestigial structure associated evolutionarily with a
larger ancestral caecum, although it retains some immune and microbial functions.

o Therefore, “vestigial” does not necessarily mean entirely useless.

e Such structures provide evidence of common ancestry and evolutionary modification.

5. Self-sacrifice for Relatives — Kin Selection

o Kin selection explains how behaviour that benefits genetic relatives can evolve even when it
imposes a cost on the individual performing it.

e Relatives are likely to possess copies of some of the same alleles; therefore, helping them
reproduce can indirectly transmit shared genes.

e This contribution is included within an organism’s inclusive fitness.

e Hamilton expressed the basic condition as rB > C, where r represents genetic relatedness, B
the reproductive benefit received by the relative and C the cost to the helper.

e Alarm calls and sterile worker behaviour in social insects are commonly discussed examples.

e Not every apparent sacrifice is necessarily kin-selected.

6. Visual Concept — Red Queen Hypothesis

e The Red Queen hypothesis describes continual evolutionary change caused by interactions
between competing or antagonistic species.

e It was proposed by evolutionary biologist Leigh Van Valen in 1973 and named after the Red
Queen in Lewis Carroll's Through the Looking-Glass.

e A species must continually adapt merely to maintain its relative fithess because its
competitors, predators, parasites or hosts are also evolving.

e In host—parasite relationships, a host evolves stronger defences while the parasite evolves
improved mechanisms of infection.

e The hypothesis is also used to explain how sexual reproduction may generate genetic
variation that helps hosts resist rapidly evolving parasites.
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Smart glasses highlight gaps in privacy laws
ESYIEETA—

n June, reality star Kylie
Jenner posted her latest
collaboration on social
media — a new design for
Meta’s line of Al-powered “smart
glasses”. Images of her wearing
the glasses filled social media, as
did videos of her teenage self
lamenting the lack of privacy she
was afforded because of her fame.
The irony was unmissable: how is
Ms. Jenner, who was once so
worried about privacy, now
promoting a device that enables
surveillance?

Smart glasses are the latest
addition to the wearable
technology space. It is also a
dangerous example of how
current laws are unable to keep up
with today’s tech innovation.

According to Meta, these
glasses allow you to see and
answer calls, messages, and
notifications via voice command.
Built-in speakers help you listen to
music and an integrated camera
enables you to capture photos or
videos through the lenses. Meta
describes these glasses as
“normal-looking eyewear with
discreetly integrated glasses
technology.” Hidden from the
naked eye, these glasses contain
“tiny speakers, microphones,
[and] a lightweight camera.” The
tech giant isn’t shying away from
how inconspicuous these features
are; rather, it is flaunting it.

Privacy and data concerns

In India, the glasses, which have
been advertised everywhere, retail
at around ¥25,000. Stickers that
claim to completely cover the LED
recording indicator are also widely
available. Meta says that if the LED
is covered, the glasses will block
the recording until the sticker is
removed. Yet, workarounds are
just a Google search away. The
glasses also make a shutter sound
when they start and stop
recording, but this is not a strong
indicator that you are being
recorded. Further, Meta argues
that the glasses are “designed for
privacy, controlled by you.” But
this “control” is limited to the
wearer, and not the recorded

Sonikka

As wearable
tech becomes
more advanced,
banning it will
become
increasingly

difficult. Instead,

laws should be
framed with an
understanding
of how Al is
changing the
landscape

subject, such as requiring
additional verification before use.

The website adds, “Meta
collects data needed to help
ensure that your glasses and app
are reliable, secure and operating
normally” An investigation by
Swedish newspapers Svenska
Dagbladet and Goteborgs-Posten
found that Meta’s contracted
workers, who sometimes review
the data to track user experience,
were able to view sensitive content
filmed on the smart glasses,
including wearers using the toilet.
In a comment to BBC News, Meta
said its privacy policy states that it
sometimes uses contractors to
review data shared with them.

In this context, concerns about
women’s privacy have grown. Data
from the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) show that in 2023,
before the glasses entered the
market, there were 3,678 cases of
women-centred cybercrimes. Of
these, 2,767 cases involved the
transmission or publication of
sexually explicit material.
Consider how much easier these
glasses would make it to record
people without their knowledge,
including in private spaces. The
potential risks to children are
equally concerning. In 2023, the
NCRB recorded over 698 cases
related to the use or storage of
child sexual abuse material. If
adults cannot often recognise
when the glasses are recording, a
child certainly cannot.

These risks are compounded by
the glasses’ battery life, offering
4-9 hours of active use. This
means entire movies can be
recorded, university lectures can
be taped, confidential documents
scanned, and patient information
collected. It also means that even
those who are not intentionally
engaging in malpractice could
invariably do so — by capturing
something private in the frame’s
periphery, for example.
Ultimately, these glasses allow for
the extensive, non-consensual
collection of data.

Lacuna in the law
India’s laws today do little to

protect people from this
surveillance. The Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDPA)
is technologically agnostic, making
the purpose of data collection the
key consideration. In a public
space, people can neither grant
consent nor monitor how their
information is used.

Following the landmark K.S.
Puttaswamy vs. Union of India 2017
judgment, reasonable expectation
of privacy was recognised as a
fundamental right under Article
21. This means that peaple, even
in public spaces, don’t generally
expect to be captured in detail.
But the DPDPA excludes
information that is made publicly
available. Hence, the reasonable
expectation of privacy granted by
Puttaswamy is not met because the
Act does not regulate how
someone is being recorded in
public. The Act’s scope is diluted
further since there are minimal
indicators that you could be in
someone’s frame, unlike someone
recording on their phone.

This combination of rapid tech
innovation and a lack of legal
regulation and public awareness
creates the perfect storm. With
devices such as these glasses
becoming common, people may
be collecting information with
little knowledge of where the data
are being used. Without legal
safeguards, digital accountability
risks becoming an afterthought.

Banning such devices isn’t
practical from a business or tech
standpoint. Meta might be the
biggest player in this space today,
but Google and Reliance are also
entering the smart glasses market.
As wearable tech becomes more
advanced, banning it will become
increasingly difficult. Instead, laws
should be framed with an
understanding of how Al is
changing the landscape. There isa
need for assessments on how
technology will evolve, the risks
that may accompany it, and the
government’s responsibility in
ensuring that citizens are
adequately protected.

sonikka.l@thehindu.co.in

25A8. Smart glasses highlight gaps in privacy laws
TATE TA fAsTar el Fret F1 FAA FY 3AR 7 §

e In June, reality star Kylie Jenner posted her latest collaboration on social media — a new
design for Meta’s line of Al-powered “smart glasses”.

ST 7, RITedr Ter Figelt I o7 Frerel FSTT o) 3791 ST Fgdier T fhdr — Meta 6
Al-HITTAIT “FATC Tl AE” Aol & [T Teh 7131 f3atrse |

e Images of her wearing the glasses filled social media, as did videos of her teenage self
lamenting the lack of privacy she was afforded because of her fame.

TRAT Igod §U IeTehl TEART § HNRAeT FITSAT HT ITAT, A T IeTeh ThRINTarear & 0F Afsar s
FaRe §U, FSHeTo & 37Tt 9iefer 3 hRoT yrect foisrat 1 el IR g@ corerdd el fewrs &

e Theirony was unmissable: how is Ms. Jenner, who was once so worried about privacy, now
promoting a device that enables surveillance?
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TaSa Tuse oY Foft AT, S Hell ATl bl S geit TRifcret o, 31 T SURIOT b AR vy
F & & S FRTe & FaTH Jerdar 27

e Smart glasses are the latest addition to the wearable technology space.
TATE TA YgeTel D3 AR & 815 & AdlleTcdd 37 g |

e ltis also a dangerous example of how current laws are unable to keep up with today’s tech
innovation.

I S STl T Teh 3787 3ETGR0T &1 § Toh ST hloled 31T & dAehetioht sTaTeRI & AT e
fRemey 7 3Hy g

e According to Meta, these glasses allow you to see and answer calls, messages, and
notifications via voice command.
Meta & 318K, A TLH HTUH! AI5H HATS & HETH § Hlel, Ha IR FIATE ST TAUT Sfeh
IR S dr gl a §

e Built-in speakers help you listen to music and an integrated camera enables you to capture
photos or videos through the lenses.

AT T HafleT Fotol 7 TETIAT A & X Tehlepel SHERT T oI oh ATETH & TN AT
AT NS F & FeTeT ST gl

o Meta describes these glasses as “normal-looking eyewear with discreetly integrated glasses
technology.”

Meta $+1 TIR#AT I “HHE fe@a arer Tedt forerat wraumeliqds vdhige wear weaifdr 3 & &
# afofa s gl

e Hidden from the naked eye, these glasses contain “tiny speakers, microphones, [and] a
lightweight camera.”

7ol 31TEt & fe@rsS o ¢t arel 57 T2l 7 “BI THFT, ATTHIBIT 3 gohT FF 81T 8|
e The tech giant isn’t shying away from how inconspicuous these features are; rather, it is
flaunting it.

T Tiefavehr femarst o7 Gaemsii & saet 3rgew 3R e gl § ae &7 9aTa 761 I 6T &
gfesd ag 3T UeeleT T T gl

Privacy and data concerns

forsra 3 st waeh Riand

¢ In India, the glasses, which have been advertised everywhere, retail at around ¥25,000.
HRA &, A9 &9 W T FoRT 1T 5o TRt S Ger e oarstar 225,000 &
e Stickers that claim to completely cover the LED recording indicator are also widely available.

U FEeaT 8l a1 &9 A 3Uelstr 8, St LED ReITET ahaaeh ol T R Gohd T &1 Tt ¢ |

e Meta says that if the LED is covered, the glasses will block the recording until the sticker is
removed.

Meta 3T &hgeTT & Toh ITe LED I & a1 ST &, dl e §STT STTel ddh IRAT RIS Y U
&am|

e Yet, workarounds are just a Google search away.
o 8, sHeh A Teas 3UTT Shdel Tk Google TWIST HI G TR 3Tl &

e The glasses also make a shutter sound when they start and stop recording, but this is not a
strong indicator that you are being recorded.

RepIEaT A& 3R S il TAT TLH § AT AT HTATS o 37Tl &, Afehet T§ 58 STl T HSTeT Hehel
STET & o 3mmaehr RepifEar &7 o Wr 8

e Further, Meta argues that the glasses are “designed for privacy, controlled by you.”

0% ATARF, Meta T d ¢ o I T2 “fasrar & faw fBomger fre are § 31k 3mads gamr
frafya o ama &1
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But this “control” is limited to the wearer, and not the recorded subject, such as requiring
additional verification before use.

et Tg “FAIAVT Shael TLAT YA aTel STFd doh IA &, Repis v o7 I safoa ae 8T,
S TR 39T & Uger AT ReFd Fedmaet I a2 gle|

The website adds, “Meta collects data needed to help ensure that your glasses and app are
reliable, secure and operating normally.”

AIHTST T 3T HeT IATE, “Meta 3Tk A 3R v 1 Regwahar, TfEra ik s w0 &
HIIfad (@ H HErR—IAT & TaIU 3192T 3iTehe Tehd T gl”

An investigation by Swedish newspapers Svenska Dagbladet and Goteborgs-Posten found
that Meta’s contracted workers, who sometimes review the data to track user experience,
were able to view sensitive content filmed on the smart glasses, including wearers using the
toilet.

T3 AR gAT Svenska Dagbladet 3R Goteborgs-Posten &Y ek ST 3 91T I714T foh
Meta & 3eTeTeIcT hatay, Sit hef-ahrell SUNITehclT 3TeTeTd O Ao W= & ToIw 37Tehst ohr Fattet
FA &, TAC T2AT A Rapis Y 315 FaeaAele e S@ Iha &, Togs eitamer 1 3939
BT TRHAT TgoTot Tet oitaT 3 mfer |

In a comment to BBC News, Meta said its privacy policy states that it sometimes uses
contractors to review data shared with them.

BBC News & f&T 31T T ST 7 Meta o e foh 3T<h1 fastar Aifa 7 3cor@ § 6 ag Fel-walr
36 WY AT fhT T 37TehsT hT THNGT hlel o AT e[t HaraTRET 1 34HT HIAT & |

In this context, concerns about women’s privacy have grown.

g ool 7, Afgemsit Fr et o1 de Riand a6 7S

Data from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) show that in 2023, before the glasses
entered the market, there were 3,678 cases of women-centred cybercrimes.

TS 3T9rer TS 420 (NCRB) & Hiehs Sl & foh 2023 #, 3T TRAT & TR # 3T ¥ T8,
AfFATHT Y Fg A TS qT FTSET AT & 3,678 HTHA Gof T T |

Of these, 2,767 cases involved the transmission or publication of sexually explicit material.
ST T 2,767 AT H Tl T F TIST ATAAT T THROT AT TehreleT M AT|

Consider how much easier these glasses would make it to record people without their
knowledge, including in private spaces.

TR Y for F Tged Aent 1 TRy & =T, Tt a o e Tt # sft, 35 RepifEer sar
EGGIEISGICED IOl

The potential risks to children are equally concerning.

gt & fou genfad SHfE# o 3aa & ”Kidreree g1

In 2023, the NCRB recorded over 698 cases related to the use or storage of child sexual
abuse material.

2023 #, NCRB & aTef ItaT 2NWoT WA & 3UATT AT $EROT & AT 698 T 311 AT &=
Eay

If adults cannot often recognise when the glasses are recording, a child certainly cannot.

Ife gaTeh 3 3FER g UGN oTel Tohdl 1o TH T o Rapl1saT gI W g, dl gear ARea ® o &
VT AE FT FhdT|

These risks are compounded by the glasses’ battery life, offering 4-9 hours of active use.

SoT STRHT Y T2t B 4-0 T2 Y Wiy ¥t 3rafer 31K ser & 1

This means entire movies can be recorded, university lectures can be taped, confidential
documents scanned, and patient information collected.

38T 31 ¢ for O fhoat 1 RenlsS faham o1 wehrdr &, farafaezrer & sareamt s Renls famar o
HhdT &, MIAT GEATAAT Y TeheT [T ST bl & 3T AT T FATARRY TehT T ST el B
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e |t also means that even those who are not intentionally engaging in malpractice could
invariably do so — by capturing something private in the frame’s periphery, for example.

5aehT Ig 811 31T & o & oller 81 31eToTTel & T fRre JTeROT X Hehdl €, ToTeTent TAT et ohl hig
SET 8T & — 3eTeI0T o for, It & ot} ohall fo¥oft o] a1 1fafafer sl Repls e |
o Ultimately, these glasses allow for the extensive, non-consensual collection of data.

37cTet:, I I e Fo’ R e weafar & svwst & wae B At A E

Lacunain the law

FTeteT A Rarctar

e |ndia’s laws today do little to protect people from this surveillance.
HR & T hlole AN aﬁsﬂwﬁmﬁam?r%%magﬁam?mwmgl

o The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDPA) is technologically agnostic,
making the purpose of data collection the key consideration.

fafSreer safeaera siesr wvator srfafawa, 2023 (DPDPA) Tieaifarhr-deey &, fora ifemar
TIE T 3682 Yo FIaR aof ST ¢ |

e In apublic space, people can neither grant consent nor monitor how their information is used.
AT ToTeh FATeT TR AT o AT 3T WEATA & Fohel ¢ I o &1 TG TAIRIeAT X Fehl ¢ foh Sefehl
SATASRY T 3TAET TFH ThR THAT ST IET B

e Following the landmark K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India 2017 judgment, reasonable
expectation of privacy was recognised as a fundamental right under Article 21.

faeri@s K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India 2017 0T & aTg, foisTar $r 3faa srdem r
3Tede 21 & dgd Aol ISR & T A AIT & TS|

e This means that people, even in public spaces, don’t generally expect to be captured in detail.
T 37 & fo oer, Tt a ok Ardeifaies TATAT 91 oY, THAI: Tg 3196 A8l id b 3¢
faear & Rt frar smeem|

e Butthe DPDPA excludes information that is made publicly available.
WfheT DPDPA TTdsTeeh &Y H 3TeIe TS TS STTeTehT ol 3106 IR I 18X IWdT ¢

e Hence, the reasonable expectation of privacy granted by Puttaswamy is not met because the
Act does not regulate how someone is being recorded in public.

ST, Puttaswamy SaRT SaleT &1 1S et 1 3T andam o 7&F @eh, Fifr 7 sfdfraw
it TAT WX fRaY safed i Repiiser fFa yer 6 o1 WY &, 59 faaf@a s s

e The Act’s scope is diluted further since there are minimal indicators that you could be in
someone’s frame, unlike someone recording on their phone.

AT 1 grRT 3R i DfAT & a1 § FIAIF BT T RPifeT FLat arer safad & g, sq
amasagammm%ﬁ;mﬁwa:mﬂmﬁam%ﬂ

e This combination of rapid tech innovation and a lack of legal regulation and public awareness
creates the perfect storm.

ST Aehaiiehl AT 3 FTefel) FAfATeTeT TUT ST-STwahalT Y FY T T5 TSIl Teh 73N
Rl 3cuee HTar gl

e With devices such as these glasses becoming common, people may be collecting information
with little knowledge of where the data are being used.

3T oI 3YHI o 37T gl & AT, aﬁwsﬂmaﬁragawama:mmmwm
& TR 3T 371ehaT ST 3TN gl [T I IET &

e Without legal safeguards, digital accountability risks becoming an afterthought.
FTeTelt F&IT 3UTAT & 313779 & RBfSreer sraraed v are; i e 7o St a1 @ B

e Banning such devices isn’t practical from a business or tech standpoint.

SATTHITA TT Teheilehl GIOChIUT U TH IUHIUIT I FTISTE ofaTTelT SATIRTINF el o |
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e Meta might be the biggest player in this space today, but Google and Reliance are also
entering the smart glasses market.

3TTST Meta 39 &1 T T 937 91T &Y bl &, ifhe Google 31X Reliance 3 TATE TAT &
TR & JAA FE B

e As wearable tech becomes more advanced, banning it will become increasingly difficult.

STH-STY ggetet AT WeA A 310 3ot gt sirveh, 38 W ufdety dermer 3R 31fRs #ide
gidT ST

e Instead, laws should be framed with an understanding of how Al is changing the landscape.

S8 TSI, Flelell T [HHIOT S FHST & WY fohar ST =1feT fob Al IRGRT FY g TR Feer

wWIel

e There is a need for assessments on how technology will evolve, the risks that may
accompany it, and the government’s responsibility in ensuring that citizens are adequately
protected.

TE 3Tehelel e T AT § T Tl frw yavR Refia gl sae o Sia-a Sifas
3cYeT g1 Fehd & 3R I Gl Tiet H TRhR hr #41 [SHTeAeRY & foh ARTReT I 92iied &9 &
wfara famar so

Workers in China fear job loss as Al and robots are poised to take their place

Associated Press
HONG KONG.

Computer programmer Fei
Zhaojun’s boss asked him if
artificial intelligence could
soon replace humans in
coding jobs. Two weeks la-
ter, he was laid off from his
job in Bejjing, together
with about 160 of his
colleagues.

It is an increasingly
common scenario as Al,
supported by government
policies, reshapes China's
massive job market. Some
economists believe that
might eventually under-
mine the overall strength
of the world’s second lar-
gest economy.

“There appears to be far
less anti-Al sentiment in
China (than elsewhere).
Most people seem either
positive, neutral, or mildly

interested in AL" said Shuj-
ing He, a Beijing-based se-
nior analyst at advisory
and research firm Plenum.

“Individuals who worry
about being replaced, as
well as those who have al-
ready left traditional work-
places, are often eager to
experiment with Al-ena-
bled businesses and inde-
pendent ventures,” she
said. “The level of interest
s striking.”

Until recently, Mr. Fei
had doubted Al could do
programming work per-
fectly, even though his
bosses thought it was close
enot

“Mid-level coders’ job
are essentially replaceable
in most of the cases,” said
Mr. Fei, 40. “Even if itisa
disaster that leads to re-
placing all humans, at this
stage, you just have to use

it as everyone else is using
it”

Now he is making viog-
style short videos during a
career break while figuring
out what he wants to do
next. He is not making a liv-
ing off of his videos, which
are about ordinary peo-
ple’s lives, but hopes that
they might help others.

No takers for languages
Du Qinchun, a part-time
translator, has been help-
ing to train an Al model to
do translations. That has
brought him more work, at
least temporarily.

“But it's true that the
pay in the industry has
been cut by more than half
compared to what it was
years ago,” said Mr. Du,
who is based in southwest-
ern China’s Chengdu city.

The trend is so evident

The referee shows yellow card to a robot during a football match at

that popular college pro-
grammes in foreign lan-
guages have increasingly

fallen out of favour as Al- 1l

powered translation tools
have  become  more
widespread.

The share of Chinese in-
dustrial enterprises saying
they use Al models and
“agents” jumped to 47.5%

the 2nd World Humanoid Robot Games in Beijing on August 22. AFp

last year from 9.6% in
2024, according to the
market intelligence firm
IDC.

“China’s vibrant open-
source model ecosystem
fosters greater Al applica-
tion innovation in indus-
trial settings, gradually
closing the gap between
foundational model capa-

bilities and real-world en-
terprise value creation,”
said Yanze Du, an IDC se-
nior research manager in
Beijing.

Humanoid robots can
now, for example, sort par-
cels in postal centres, alth-
ough still on a small-scale
basis, and are pushing the
boundaries in performing
‘more human tasks such as
directing traffic and mak-
ing coffee. Food delivery
robots are also gaining
ground, potentially threa-
tening the livelihoods of
millions of Chinese food
delivery workers.

Generative Al increas-
ingly is used for creation,
production and distribu-
tion in China’s short drama
industry. The number of
live-action short and verti-
cal video series designed
for mobile phones fell

about 75% in the first quar-
ter of this year from a year
earlier, according to Chi-
nese media reports.

A report from Interna-
tional Labour Organiza-
tion, meanwhile, found
that women face higher
risks of losing employment
due to use of Al than men,
as they tend to work in
areas more suitable for au-
tomation.

Under China’s “Al Plus”
initiative and its five-year
plan through 2030, the go-
vernment is pushing to in-
fuse Al across many indus-
tries, aiming to gain an
edge in China's technology
rivalry with the U.S.

“What is specific to Chi-
na is that the government
is really into diffusing Al
across the economy, so Al
may get into different do-
mains more quickly com-

paring to other countries,”
said Zilan Qian, a research
associate at Oxford China
Policy Lab.

Ageing population

That said, in the longer
Tun, some experts say un-
employment rates could
fall, since China’s popula-
tion of 1.4 billion is rapidly
ageing and shrinking.

By 2050, China is pro-
jected to have fewer than
two working-age adults to
support each retiree, com-
pared with more than 2.5
in the US., said Xuenan
Cao, a professor at San
Francisco Bay University
whose focus includes tech-
nology and society.

“Automation could par-
tially offset a shrinking
workforce rather than be-
ing purely a threat to it,”
Mr. Cao said.

25A8. Workers in China fear job loss as Al and robots are poised to take their
place

AeT F FHAIRT ) AFH T F7 57T, FAF TS 31T Qe 3790 T8 oo B AR

e Computer programmer Fei Zhaojun’s boss asked him if artificial intelligence could soon
replace humans in coding jobs.

o HY WA § SN & S 1 3o o7 o a1 F a7 g forara ofver & wifser & o
AT 7 FTSAT 7 TATT o Fefell ¢

e Two weeks later, he was laid off from his job in Beijing, together with about 160 of his
colleagues.

o Tl OTATE 91C, 3og ST (U Al & 3oToh 918797 160 WghiadT Afga farshrer fam aram|

e |tis an increasingly common scenario as Al, supported by government policies, reshapes
China’s massive job market.

o IE UNGIY AR 31TH BT 1 Tl &, FiTeh THRY Afaat & waAfda vans et & fermer s
TR Y 71T TTET & T B

e Some economists believe that might eventually undermine the overall strength of the world’s
second largest economy.
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T 3NN 1 AT § o 7§ 37T Fared i gall wadt a8 ardegqavyt A1 GHy AT
FHAAR H ThT g

“There appears to be far less anti-Al sentiment in China (than elsewhere).

et (31 TUTAT BT JolelT ) vaﬁ-ﬁﬂtﬁmagaw%@éa?ﬁ%‘l

Most people seem either positive, neutral, or mildly interested in Al,” said Shujing He, a
Beijing-based senior analyst at advisory and research firm Plenum.

ORTARY T JHeTHETeT HEAT CAH T ST U aRee faeeryen Qfsier & =¥ e, “3rfRehier der
T3S & GfcT ThRIcHh, TEEY Hal AT T & &9 3@ g0 fears & 81"

“Individuals who worry about being replaced, as well as those who have already left traditional
workplaces, are often eager to experiment with Al-enabled businesses and independent
ventures,” she said.

3ogiel hel, ‘A AT AT TUTA fIT ST hl ola FRIfAa § 3R Y gger & aRUReh et ar
oIS Ioh €, 3 TI: UIHTS-HETH Fadral 3R T 3EIHAT o T TA197 el & ToIT 309 @ 817
“The level of interest is striking.”

“FHH AT T T T TR Sea@a T gl

Until recently, Mr. Fei had doubted Al could do programming work perfectly, even though his
bosses thought it was close enough.

BTl ek A %S I Hae AT fob TS WanTHeT 1 SR quiar & &Y Hehell §, FeATT 3eTeh S ATl
o fF I8 ST eI fAdhe qg’ir TH L
“Mid-level coders’ job are essentially replaceable in most of the cases,” said Mr. Fei, 40.

40 T A1 B o hgT, “TTRIhIer ATHGT F TEIH T & HIST A AR Y Hela: Fiaeaia

ST EFAT el

“Even if it is a disaster that leads to replacing all humans, at this stage, you just have to use it
as everyone else is using it.”

“gie; ag el FHsAT bl FIATUTA el aTell 3TTer 8t a7 ST, oI 8 $H TROT TR ThT SHbT
UL HTAT &Y g1, 41T 3o weft aer off s s IR @ E

Now he is making vlog-style short videos during a career break while figuring out what he
wants to do next.

37 G 3191 HIRAT H T & et sater-Aelt & org St a7 @ € 3R 75 o e o I
FTIE & T 39T 3o¢ AT T ¢

He is not making a living off of his videos, which are about ordinary people’s lives, but
hopes that they might help others.

€ VAT AR & Shaet I ML 391 TSI F 3Toniaeht 31foid g a2 & 8, o] 3¢ 3mer
g fr O NS 3/ Aert Fr ggrIar S Ta B

No takers for languages

#9131 & T IS sTo gt

Du Qinchun, a part-time translator, has been helping to train an Al model to do translations.
3R JefdTeh g g, 3Teldle el o [T Teh UaMTs Aiser Y TRITAT F3a 7 Ferrar &
W® el

That has brought him more work, at least temporarily.

SO 37¢ FH-T-FH ITARN & F 3170 w1 Fer 1

“But it’s true that the pay in the industry has been cut by more than half compared to what
it was years ago,” said Mr. Du, who is based in southwestern China’'s Chengdu city.

eTEroT-a ey et & T9Tq A6 & W=t dTel A1 g o1 g, “olfchet Ig HeA & fob aif wgel 1 JoreaT &
39 35311 # A arer wiRsfAe 3me @ st 3t A g1
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The trend is so evident that popular college programmes in foreign languages have
increasingly fallen out of favour as Al-powered translation tools have become more
widespread.

g YT Selell TISE § o UHTE-HeTd HeTaTg STHIVI oh 3ok AT el oh T
FTiacarerdr 7 fageft smensit & ST areaswaAt & i 3TRYoT EITaR wd gidr g

The share of Chinese industrial enterprises saying they use Al models and “agents” jumped
to 47.5%

THTE AlSH 3R “TIAC” T SUANT FXel I FTcl dgt dTel Hait 3HeATTITeh SSTHAT T HeTdTd Teeht
47.5% @Y a1

last year from 9.6% in 2024, according to the market intelligence firm IDC.

STOTR 3RTEIT HEAT TS & 3HTHR, Tg 3Tl 2024 F 9.6% U TG UG a¥ 37 T N
qgj%rwl

“China’s vibrant open-source model ecosystem fosters greater Al application innovation in
industrial settings, gradually closing the gap between foundational model capabilities and
real-world enterprise value creation,” said Yanze Du, an IDC senior research manager in
Beijing.

STSTIT & ISR & TRSS HTHETA Yeitieh ATt G =1 hel, ‘<l T Shaiet HqeT-VR Afger
aIRFEufah = Jite e afkaer & T3S Jregvien & Hefeid 31feeh Aarar I Geared Hdl &
AT 3R HASAT T STAATIN HR TR ICTH-Hed FoleT & a1l & e T -4 A T

W&l

Humanoid robots can now, for example, sort parcels in postal centres, although still on a
small-scale basis, and are pushing the boundaries in performing more human tasks such as
directing traffic and making coffee.

3618301 & oIT, ATTawd Udle AT 31 hal 7 IRl i Belg H Tohd ¢, AT 337 Ig HRY
BIE TR W@ W &, 3N T Trarama RERa F3a TUT FI6Y gare 1 3170 AT Sl &
HYeeT et by AT T fIEar T @ B

Food delivery robots are also gaining ground, potentially threatening the livelihoods of
millions of Chinese food delivery workers.

Wﬁaﬁmﬁﬂﬁtﬁ%ﬁﬁwﬁmﬁ@?%@ﬁa%a@aﬂmﬁwmaﬁ
3TNt T THTTAT TART 3c9e<T &l T&T &

Generative Al increasingly is used for creation, production and distribution in China’s short
drama industry.

et & oY AT IGANT & FoloT, TAATOT 3N FaaRor & v STerfed s &1 3ueT o9 6

wrel

The number of live-action short and vertical video series designed for mobile phones fell
about 75% in the first quarter of this year from a year earlier, according to Chinese media
reports.

et AT Rutet & 38R, AT Bl & T A dTsd-varere o vd aféeher difsar
ST T TET el a¥ 1 Tl 37arey ST Jolll 7 7 I AT Tgell FAATE 7SI 75% W
LE]

A report from International Labour Organization, meanwhile, found that women face
higher risks of losing employment due to use of Al than men, as they tend to work in
areas more suitable for automation.

=g &9, AAWTSERT 31 WIS T Ueh RUTC 3 ITAT 1T foh UHTE & 3YAWT & HROT AfFain &
forT gt iy Jorar & VSR @ FT A 310 §, Fifeh T I 0@ &34 F & el & i
TaeTeret & fov 3iftres 3ugea g

Under China’s “Al Plus” initiative and its five-year plan through 2030, the government is
pushing to infuse Al across many industries, aiming to gain an edge in China’s technology
rivalry with the U.S.
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YT I “U3NME TorE” Tg 3R 2030 T HT THGSIT FISTAT & A THR 3Heleh IR 7 TS
I THAITRET A T ToT & QT &, ToIThT 382 3ANHT & A1y Aef T e favehr ufowaef & sea

gred T g |

“What is specific to China is that the government is really into diffusing Al across the
economy, so Al may get into different domains more quickly compared to other countries,”
said Zilan Qian, a research associate at Oxford China Policy Lab.

HTFIRIS ATSAT TTTordY ofe T T T TorerneT famer = her, “deT Hr fafrsear g § & =gt
T TR aEad 7 AYT Irfeaaedr # was & WK & fov afna §; safow 3w &t i Jaem o
TS TafReeT 8131 3 317 Qo ¥ Jaer T Fehal &1

Ageing population
geH gl ST e

That said, in the longer run, some experts say unemployment rates could fall, since China’s
population of 1.4 billion is rapidly ageing and shrinking.

S8 d1a9[e, FO TAATA T gl ¢ foh SreTarer F SRS &I F7 & Tl ¢, FAl1eh et T
1.4 3T HT FAHEIT ol A JeH 81 @ & 3N T W e

By 2050, China is projected to have fewer than two working-age adults to support each
retiree, compared with more than 2.5 in the U.S., said Xuenan Cao, a professor at San
Francisco Bay University whose focus includes technology and society.

siteznfarehr 3R waATS Ffed fafdes fawat o sreare et arel et shitaeen! 3 fAafdr &
T UATA F13 A e foh 2050 ok et H Fedeh AaIfigel AT I TGRT ool o forw ar F st
FH FRAUMT I F TAEF glel T ITHA ¢, STeleh AR & Ig T 2.5 F 3T gram|

“Automation could partially offset a shrinking workforce rather than being purely a threat
to it,” Mr. Cao said.

AT 13T g, “ngm#mw#mwmt T T Shadl 39%
T WRT &7 T & 1”

PCS Special: | 25 August

25A8

Perfect host
TSR ASETT

25A8

Incumbent Tokayev wins key election in Kazakhstan

Hisrer Tregufer dFrRT A FArEEdr # Agcaqer gATa Star
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Perfect host

India was successful as a host of

badminton World Championships

he 2026 BWF World Championships in

New Delhi marked the rise of France as

an on-court force and of India as a capa-
ble host. Alex Lanier’s triumph in singles, and
Thom Gicquel and Delphine Delrue’s in mixed
doubles, were the first golds in France’s history. It
was just over three months ago that the Euro-
pean nation finished a worthy runner-up to Chi-
na in the Thomas Cup, the de facto World Cup in
badminton. The Worlds success has established
France as a serious contender in a sport other-
wise dominated by Asian countries. In fact, La-
nier is just the third non-Asian this century — af-
ter Spain’s Carolina Marin and Denmark’s Viktor
Axelsen - to win the singles gold at the World
Championships. The 2l-year-old did that at a
spruced-up Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium,
which was in the dock earlier in January when pi-
geons and monkeys intruded into the arena dur-
ing the India Open. The massive facelift ensured
that the marquee event’s return to India after 17
years would be long remembered. An Se-Young
will also go back with happy memories after re-
claiming the women’s singles crown from three-
time titlist Akane Yamaguchi. The victory extend-
ed the 24-year-old reigning Olympic champion’s
stellar 2026, during which she has won an Uber
Cup gold medal, and the individual and team tro-
phies at the Badminton Asia Championships.

For India, the competition was the 12th
straight edition where it secured at least one me-
dal, with Gayatri Gopichand and Treesa Jolly bag-
ging a bronze in women'’s doubles. The perfor-
mance is the latest in a series of good outcomes
for Indian badminton after an ordinary 2025,
where Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shet-
ty’s World Championships doubles bronze was
the best result. This year, Lakshya Sen reached
the All England Open final, and Ayush Shetty at
the Badminton Asia Championships. PV. Sind-
hu’s victory at the Japan Open Super 750 last
month was only her second Tour title in the last
four years, and there were also triumphs for Sat-
wiksairaj and Chirag at Singapore Open Super
750, and for Devika Sihag, Tanvi Sharma and Ash-
mita Chaliha at the Super 300 level. Yet, the feel-
ing is unmistakable that India should have done
better at a home World Championships, with
Lakshya’s second-round defeat to the unheralded
American teenager Garret Tan the most disap-
pointing. There is no questioning the 25-year-
old’s capability; he is a World Championships
bronze medallist, a two-time All England finalist
and finished an agonising fourth at the Paris 2024
Olympics. But no Indian men’s singles player has
won an elite BWF Super 1000-level title since K.
Srikanth in 2017. A swift end to this drought is es-
sential for the overall health of the sport.

25A8. Perfect host
TSt AFETT

e The 2026 BWF World Championships in New Delhi marked
the rise of France as an on-court force and of India as a capable host.

oI5 el # 3T 2026 BWF faeg FR==1RT a1 /| & ves Aatgqd
3TA-PIE ATFA & T H 3R 3R HRA & Teh T&TH AT h & H
T glet &1 g fohar|

e Alex Lanier’s triumph in singles, and Thom Gicquel and
Delphine Delrue’s in mixed doubles, were the first golds in France’s
history.

Tehel G91 H TAFH AT T Sficl AT AT Jarel & gior frader 3
3RS SR T S W & STAgrd & Ugell TI0T Ueeh Sird 2|

e It was just over three months ago that the European nation
finished a worthy runner-up to China in the Thomas Cup, the de facto
World Cup in badminton.

3780 T HE A T TR FHT Tgel &1 38 U en o Ssffiea &
TIEdfas faeg &9, ATHT 9 & AT & 91¢ T AT 3UTdoidr o & 7
AT FATCT Tohar am|

e The Worlds success has established France as a serious
contender in a sport otherwise dominated by Asian countries.

g AT RT Hr Therar A HiF F1 0F T H Teh MR @SR & TT F
AT R &, forast 3r=aem ThRIams it &1 usicd Ter 8

e In fact, Lanier is just the third non-Asian this century — after
Spain’s Carolina Marin and Denmark’s Viktor Axelsen — to win the
singles gold at the World Championships.

AT H, 37 HeY H iR faea AR« 7 vaher aet 1 ot shida
Tt hadl IR I-TRAATE f@emd § — 399 ggo T 1 FAfear Al
3R STHAT & FAFet TFAAHT Tg 3Tl (et GIAT Y Toh ¢ |

e The 21-year-old did that at a spruced-up Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium, which was in the dock earlier in January when pigeons and
monkeys intruded into the arena during the India Open.

21 a¥ta YTST A g 3uelfey AT X & gatsord gfawr e g8k wefdaw
A g1feer &, S STeTaly hr Q&3T H 3H AT AT & & H 34T 1T
T, ST ST 3T & ERTeT T 3R TeI Helel # g4 3T I

e The massive facelift ensured that the marquee event’s return to
India after 17 years would be long remembered.

AT Al oT o1 Ig Gt foham o 17 vl & a1e 58 wfafSad maileter v skt 3 aroedy
oS GHY deh Te; W ST

e An Se-Young will also go back with happy memories after reclaiming the women'’s singles
crown from three-time titlist Akane Yamaguchi.

37T {1 $ 1T IR BT TISHTT 31t ITATTR A ATG ol Tehol b AT AT BT e o TG
qae, Irel & Ty ot

e The victory extended the 24-year-old reigning Olympic champion’s stellar 2026, during which
she has won an Uber Cup gold medal, and the individual and team trophies at the Badminton

Asia Championships.

39 31 o 24 affr Fisger el AR & aeTer 2026 1 3R THEY R, e 3 3R
HY HT TIOT U AT S35 TR IRI=f &7 safFaea 3k & Rae sia £
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For India, the competition was the 12th straight edition where it secured at least one medal,
with Gayatri Gopichand and Treesa Jolly bagging a bronze in women'’s doubles.

R & [T Ig TRIIR 1281 EHIT AT, THTH 39 FH-T-hH Teh &b gliadl 1T, Safh
T AT iR ST Stelt o Afger garer 7 ey gesh S
The performance is the latest in a series of good outcomes for Indian badminton after an

ordinary 2025, where Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty’'s World Championships
doubles bronze was the best result.

g Y& e Ueh WA 2025 & dTe AR ST & T 3rees aRUT#AT T 3/@er # Jdiaan g,
et nfeaaamstrsr TREE 3R RRmT At &1 fava ARG=RIT JoTer Hied e Faass
qRoTH 27|

This year, Lakshya Sen reached the All England Open final, and Ayush Shetty at the
Badminton Asia Championships.

g qy, I8 A ﬁﬁ@ﬁgaﬂuﬁaﬁrﬂsaﬂﬁq@, STafeh 3T AT Ssfies virar dRzarg
#H PrgeTel 7 Ig |

P.V. Sindhu’s victory at the Japan Open Super 750 last month was only her second Tour title
in the last four years, and there were also triumphs for Satwiksairaj and Chirag at Singapore

Open Super 750, and for Devika Sihag, Tanvi Sharma and Ashmita Chaliha at the Super 300
level.

e 7 il Ry & Japan Open Super 750 # Siid el TR At & 3e7ehT Sharel GERT X
e a1, Fafe fcararsst 3T fRREr a3 Singapore Open Super 750 & dar i g,
a=dt et 3k 3rfeFaT Ifeer 3 Super 300 TR WX S &1f A Tl

Yet, the feeling is unmistakable that India should have done better at a home World
Championships, with Lakshya’s second-round defeat to the unheralded American teenager
Garret Tan the most disappointing.

T &, g ATl TUe § o $TRA T 3790e EXe] Taed AT & SgcX TeeleT ohiar =g e T,
et o Y @ g 7 arderpa sramra AR freit e T @ gR g Forermsr=ren &

There is no questioning the 25-year-old’s capability; he is a World Championships bronze
medallist, a two-time All England finalist and finished an agonising fourth at the Paris 2024
Olympics.

25 ety TSt I 8T AT IR IS YRaT Te] ST S FohdT; 8 faed FRIT & Fiey g
AT, S I 3 3iTer §7al8 BISaTaee & 3T IRT 2024 3Nl 7 Jgc AR 78 i

TUTH W A

But no Indian men’s singles player has won an elite BWF Super 1000-level title since K.
Srikanth in 2017.

AfeheT 2017 # &. ST & dic; A Fohelr off 9T T2 Teho! TS A IfAfSsT BWF Super
1000 ¥R 1 f&ae =187 ST 8|

A swift end to this drought is essential for the overall health of the sport.
38 F@ FT N 3T U o FHT TG & [T 37T+ &
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Incumbent
Tokayev wins
key election
in Kazakhstan

Associated Press
ASTANA

Kazakhstan’s pro-govern-
ment Adilet Party won 71%
of votes in a parliamentary
election, officials said on
Monday, a result expected
to strengthen President
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev’s
grip on power in Central
Asia’s largest nation.

The Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in
Europe said the vote was
marred by a lack of distinct
political opposition, with
“all parties supporting the
incumbent President’s
policies.”
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25A8. Incumbent Tokayev wins key election in Kazakhstan

Hisrer wsgafar AFRT ¥ FATEEAT A HgedqOr IoA1d S

e Kazakhstan’s pro-government Adilet Party won 71% of votes in a
parliamentary election, officials said on Monday, a result expected to strengthen
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev’s grip on power in Central Asia’s largest
nation.

HATEET T TR FASF AT et T Faara & 71% A gIieer b,
TAFINET & AHAR FT FeT; 3T TRUNH T JET TR & G 93 27 7 weeafa
FIRAA-SAATE ANFTAT HY FAT I IH3 ATGA gle1 1 37A1G ¢

e The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe said the vote
was marred by a lack of distinct political opposition, with “all parties supporting
the incumbent President’s policies.”

T 3 FRaT AR TeAT Warsa (OSCE) Tl [ Teira H Tse ToteHfcieh favat &
am%wgﬂﬁ%wmqﬂﬁagé,wﬁ:“mmmymﬁm
FTAAIT W@ AT
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