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25A8.  „PM taking forward Sant Ravidas‟s ideals‟ 

„                                             ‟ 

 BJP president Nitin Nabin on Monday said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi‘s leadership was taking forward Sant 
Ravidas‘s ideals of social harmony, equality and selfless 
service, with development reaching the poorest of the poor. 

                                                        

                                ,        औ                   
                                          औ               

                           
 He was speaking at the party‘s Samrasta Sankalp 

Abhiyan (Social Harmony Pledge Campaign) event, organised 
to mark the 650th birth anniversary of Sant Shiromani 
Ravidas, a Bhakti poet, who fought for the marginalised 
sections of society. 

                               (Social Harmony Pledge 

Campaign)                     ,                      औ  
                                                                       650             अ    
                

 Mr. Nabin said that under the Modi government, development schemes were being delivered 
to the poor and the last person in society. 

                                                               औ                      

                       
 About 25 crore people had been brought out of poverty, he said. 

                   25                                           
 He said the BJP‘s resolve was to unite every section of society and realise the goal of a Viksit 

Bharat by 2047. 

                                                             औ  2047                   
                      

 Among those present were Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, BJP State president and 
Minister of State Harsh Malhotra. 

                                           ,               अ    औ                       
          

 Mr. Nabin said the party‘s entire cadre was carrying forward the campaign. 

                                    इ                            

 

Sant Shiromani Guru Ravidas 

 The important date distinction is that the Government of India observed his 649th 

birth anniversary on 1 February 2026, while the 650th Prakash Parv is to be 

celebrated in 2027.  

 Haryana began year-long commemorative activities in July 2026 leading up to the 

650th anniversary.  



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
 

Who Was Sant Ravidas? 

• Sant Ravidas, also known as Raidas, Guru Ravidas or Bhagat Ravidas, was a medieval 

Indian Bhakti poet, saint and social reformer associated particularly with North India. 

• Government and educational sources commonly place his birth around 1376–77 CE at or 

near Varanasi/Kashi, although historical traditions differ about the precise chronology of his 

life. Bihar SCERT describes him as having been born sometime around 1376–1377 CE, 

while contemporary government commemorations use a chronology consistent with the 650th 

anniversary falling in 2027.  

• He was born into a community traditionally associated with leather-working, which 

occupied a low position in the prevailing caste hierarchy. This social background profoundly 

shaped his critique of untouchability, caste discrimination and inherited social status .  

• He became one of the prominent voices of the Nirguna Bhakti tradition, which 

emphasised devotion to a God beyond rigid physical form and ritual boundaries. Haryana 

government material describes him as one of the foremost pillars of Nirgun Bhakti.  

Core Teachings of Guru Ravidas 

Equality of Human Beings 

• Ravidas rejected the idea that one person could be spiritually superior to another merely 

because of birth or caste. 

• His teachings challenged a society in which occupation and social status were often 

hereditary and in which communities considered “untouchable” faced severe exclusion. 

• In modern language, his message can be understood as an assertion of human dignity and 

equality. 

Opposition to Untouchability and Social Hierarchy 

• Ravidas's importance was not limited to abstract spirituality. His life and compositions 

offered a powerful critique of caste prejudice and social exclusion. 

• His own social location made this critique particularly significant: an individual from a 

socially marginalised occupational community became a widely respected spiritual authority. 

Dignity of Labour 

• Ravidas's life is associated with the idea that honest work does not reduce an individual's 

spiritual or social worth. 

• This challenged the notion that certain occupations could make particular communities 

inherently inferior. 
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• For a student, the idea can be understood simply as: a person's dignity comes from 

humanity and conduct, not from hereditary occupation. 

Devotion Over Ritual Status 

• Ravidas stressed sincere bhakti, remembrance of the Divine and inner purity. 

• His message questioned the idea that religious privilege belonged only to particular castes 

or those able to perform elaborate rituals. 

• Thus, Bhakti became an instrument through which socially excluded groups could claim 

direct access to the divine. 

The Idea of ―Begampura‖ 

• One of the most celebrated compositions associated with Ravidas begins with ―Begampura 

Sehar Ko Nao‖, which is included in university curricula on Bhakti poetry.  

• Begampura literally conveys the idea of a city without sorrow or suffering. 

• Ravidas imagines an ideal social order free from oppressive hierarchy, fear and deprivation. 

• Begampura can therefore be interpreted as a powerful medieval vision of a society 

characterised by freedom, dignity and social equality. 

• For example, if a society does not determine a person's worth on the basis of birth and 

nobody is excluded from social life because of caste, it approximates the egalitarian ideal 

represented by Begampura. 

Language and Literary Importance 

• Ravidas composed devotional poetry in the vernacular linguistic environment of North 

India, making religious and social ideas accessible beyond scholarly elites. 

• His compositions use direct imagery and everyday experience rather than highly technical 

philosophical language. 

• Important compositions studied today include ―Begampura Sehar Ko Nao,‖ ―Tohi Mohi 

Mohi Tohi Antar Kaisa,‖ and ―Prabhu Ji Tum Chandan Hum Pani.‖ Delhi University 

includes these works in its study of Bhakti poetry.  

• This vernacular character of Bhakti literature helped democratise religious discourse by 

making spiritual ideas accessible to ordinary people. 

Guru Ravidas and the Sikh Tradition 

• Ravidas's importance extends beyond one religious community. 
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• His devotional compositions became part of the broader Sant-Bhakti tradition and were 

incorporated into Sikh scriptural tradition. 

• The Adi Granth, compiled by Guru Arjan in 1604, contains compositions of several 

Bhagats from Bhakti and related devotional traditions, including Ravidas. This gave his 

poetry a lasting place in Sikh religious practice and memory.  

• This is one reason Guru Ravidas enjoys especially strong reverence in Punjab, apart from 

Uttar Pradesh and other parts of northern India. 

Ravidas and Mirabai 

• Mirabai and Rani Jhali were among those influenced by him. 

Why Ravidas Was Important for Marginalised Sections 

• Ravidas transformed the experience of social exclusion into a broader philosophy of 

equality and dignity. 

• He demonstrated that spiritual authority did not require high caste status, wealth or 

political power. 

• His ideal society challenged not only untouchability but also the larger assumption that 

social inequality was divinely ordained. 

• Consequently, Ravidas later became an important cultural and intellectual symbol in 

movements concerning Dalit identity, dignity and social justice. 

• Contemporary academic work continues to examine Ravidas in relation to Dalit assertion, 

medieval Hindi poetry and social transformation. JNU, for example, records specialised 

scholarship on ―Dalit Asmita aur Raidas ka Kavya‖ and Ravidas's Nirguna sensibility.  

Contemporary Relevance 

• Ravidas's teachings closely resonate with modern constitutional principles such as equality, 

dignity, social justice and rejection of untouchability. 

• His idea that birth should not determine human worth remains significant in addressing 

contemporary forms of caste discrimination and social exclusion. 

• His emphasis on fraternity also complements the constitutional ideal of fraternity assuring 

the dignity of the individual. 

• In 2026, both the President and Prime Minister emphasised his enduring message of justice, 

compassion, equality and social harmony.  

Recent Government Initiatives 
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• In 2024, development works worth approximately ₹32 crore around the Sant Guru Ravidas 

Janmasthali at Seer Govardhanpur, Varanasi were inaugurated, while the foundation stone 

was laid for a Sant Ravidas Museum and park beautification project worth about ₹62 

crore.  

• On 1 February 2026, the 649th birth anniversary was officially commemorated, and 

Adampur Airport in Punjab was renamed ―Shri Guru Ravidass Maharaj Ji Airport, 

Adampur.‖ 
 

 

25A8. Celebrating Prophet‟s birth 

                      

 Milad-un-Nabi, also known as Mawlid al-Nawabi, 
marks the observance of the birth of the Islamic Prophet 
Muhammed. 

     -  -   ,              -                              , 
                                         अ        

 Celebrated on the 12th day of Rabi ‘al-Awwal, the 
third month of the Islamic calendar, this occasion holds deep 
spiritual significance for millions of Muslims across the 
globe. 

                                   -        12             
                   अ                                      

                          
 The day serves primarily as a sacred time for 

reflection, gratitude and remembrance, said Syed Meeran. 

                                            ,        औ  
                    अ                            

 Rather than a grand, ostentatious holiday, Milad-un-
Nabi is centered on honouring the life, teachings and noble 
character (Akhlaq) of Prophet Muhammed. 

    औ                      ,      -  -                  
              ,        औ               (     )                   

 Devotees gather in mosques, community centres and homes to listen to lectures detailing his 
life story, recite poetry in his praise (Nats or Mawlid compositions) and readings from the 
Koran. 

             ,                औ                                                     

        ,                       (                   )         औ                        
 Central to the celebration is the message of universal peace, compassion and charity. 

                                      ,      औ               
 Prophet Muhammed is regarded in Islam as Rahmatan lil-Aalamin (a mercy to the worlds) 

and the observance emphasises his legacy of kindness towards the poor, social justice, 
forgiveness and community service. 

                                   -      (                     )              औ     

अ                        ,             ,     औ                                           
    

 Across many traditions, communities prepare elaborate feasts, distribute food to the less 
fortunate and organise charitable drives to honour his altruistic spirit. 
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                                                 ,                                   औ       
                                                                     

 Emulating the Prophet‘s concern for the vulnerable families and feeding them is a core aspect 
on this day. 

      औ                                                        औ                         

                  
 Ultimately, Milad-un-Nabi is more than a historical commemoration. 

अ    ,      -  -                                               
 It acts as an annual renewal of faith, encouraging believers to embody the Prophet‘s virtues 

— honesty, humility, patience and love — in their daily lives, strengthening social harmony 
and spiritual growth. 

                                                 औ               अ                         
       —        ,       ,      औ     —   अ                          ,               

       औ                                
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25A8. SC bans constructions near Rajasthan‟s 

Jojari river to curb pollution 

                            SC               
                                    

 The Supreme Court on Monday banned any 
construction or development activities within 100 metres of 
Jojari River in Rajasthan. 

                                                   100 

                                                            
    

 The court also prohibited hazardous industries 
within 500 metres of either side of the existing flood line 
along the river‘s flow path. 

                                                  (flood line) 

           500                                             

          
 The decision by a Bench of Justices Vikram Nath 

and Sandeep Mehta is the latest in a series of interventions 
made by the apex court to protect the seasonal river, which 
has faced a barrage of contamination that has affected 
around two million lives in the water-starved State. 

                   औ                                     

                                                         

                                 ,                       

           औ          -                     20                                     
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 On August 4, the apex court had suggested that the Rajasthan government prepare a 20-
point resolution plan to deal with the issue of contamination in the Jojari, Bandi and Luni rivers 
in the State. 

4 अ                                                                    ,       औ       
                                         20-                              

 The Jojari river passes through Jodhpur, the Bandi river flows through Pali, and the Luni river 
runs through Balotra. 

                                  ,                                औ                           
           

 The Bandi and Jojari rivers merge with the Luni river near Balotra city. 

      औ                                                           
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25A8.  Bills on simultaneous elections unconstitutional: Cong. leader 

                                       :             

 Former Union Minister P. Chidambaram on Monday strongly opposed the proposal for 
simultaneous Lok Sabha and Assembly elections while appearing before the Joint 
Committee of Parliament (JPC) examining the Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill, 
2024, and the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024. 

                  .                                           (JPC)                            
औ                                                                            (129    
      )       , 2024 औ                      (      )       , 2024                    

 He described the initiative as ―monstrous‖, ―mindless‖ and ―unconstitutional‖. 

                 “      ”, “        ” औ  “          ”        
 According to sources, Mr. Chidambaram told the committee that the proposed legislation, 

which seeks to synchronise Lok Sabha and Assembly elections under the “One Nation, One 
Election” framework, violates the Constitution‘s Basic Structure. 

        अ     ,                                            ,              “       ,    

     ”                        औ                                     ,                       
                   

 The senior Congress leader argued that curtailing the tenure of a legislature elected for a 
fixed five-year term would directly undermine constitutional principles and parliamentary 
democracy. 

                                                                                                 

                              औ                                     

„Govt. lacks majority‟ 

„                          ‟ 

 The former Home and Finance Minister said his conscience did not permit him to support the 
Bills, and contended that the government lacked the required two-thirds majority needed for 
the constitutional amendment. 

         औ                                                                 अ                औ  
                                                                -                     

 Sources said the committee recorded his concerns and invited specific suggestions and 
recommendations for improving the legislation. 

                                                 औ                                     औ  
                     

 The committee, headed by BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary, held a three-part meeting on Monday. 

BJP         .  .          अ                                                   
 The first part was with Mr. Chidambaram, second part with Padma awardees, and third with 

two independent think-tanks. 

                             ,                                          औ                  
          -                     

 A group of 10 Padma awardees, including Tarlochan Singh, Navin Khanna, Meenakshi Jain 
and Niru Kumar, appeared before the panel. 

           ,          ,            औ                 10                                 

            
 While some supported simultaneous elections, others cautioned that the move could create 

―chaos‖ in the country. 
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                                        ,      अ                                  “       ” 

                  
 Ms. Jain argued that repeated enforcement of the Model Code of Conduct disrupted 

development projects, and said synchronised elections would allow uninterrupted 
implementation of regional development programmes. 

                                               -                                                
औ                                                                  अ            

 Dr. Saumitra Rawat said continuous election cycles affected academic calendars and 
entrance examinations such as NEET, while cardiologist Ashok Seth pointed to the strain 

recurrent polls placed on the healthcare system through repeated diversion of medical and 
administrative personnel. 

  .                                                              औ  NEET           

                         ,                                    -                             

        औ                       -                                                        
            

 Many of the Padma awardees recommended clearer statutory provisions governing election 
schedules and timelines for fresh elections. 

                                        औ                       -                          
अ                                        

 The committee later heard submissions from Nation First Policy Research and the Vidhi 
Centre for Legal Policy, both of which suggested that the law in its present form has many 

infirmities. 

                Nation First Policy Research औ  Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy              
     ,                                                                  

 The organisations called for clearly defined and judicially reviewable grounds for postponing 
Assembly elections, fixed outer limits for any deferment, and mandatory parliamentary 
oversight. 

                                                       औ                        ,      
                                -         अ                                  

 They also stressed the need to avoid governance vacuums during election deferrals, 
suggesting either structured limits on President‟s Rule or caretaker governments restricted 
to routine administration. 

                                                                                औ        
                                    अ                                                  
            

 

Its objective is to make simultaneous elections constitutionally possible by inserting a new 

Article 82A and amending Articles 83, 172 and 327.  

Proposed Article 82A — Core of the System 

The Bill proposes that the President may issue a notification on the date of the first sitting of 

the Lok Sabha following a general election. This becomes the ―appointed date.‖ 

After this point, the terms of State Assemblies constituted during the transition would be 

adjusted so that eventually their terms terminate with the term of the Lok Sabha. 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) would then conduct general elections to the Lok 
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Sabha and all State Legislative Assemblies simultaneously.  

What if an Assembly cannot vote simultaneously? 

This is an important exception. 

If the ECI considers that an election to a particular State Assembly cannot be conducted 

simultaneously, it may recommend to the President that the Assembly election be held later. 

However, even when such an election is deferred, that Assembly's term would end when the 

full term of the corresponding Lok Sabha ends.  

What happens if a government falls early? 

This is perhaps the easiest way to understand the proposed system. 

At present: 

Assembly elected → normally gets up to 5 years. 

Under the proposed simultaneous-election framework: 

Common election cycle → Legislature falls early → fresh election → new House serves 

only the remaining ―unexpired term.‖ 

Suppose simultaneous elections occur and the Lok Sabha and Uttar Pradesh Assembly are 

supposed to continue until 2034. 

If the UP Assembly is dissolved in 2032, an election can still be conducted. 

But the newly elected Assembly would ordinarily serve only the remaining period until 

2034, rather than beginning a fresh five-year cycle. 

The same principle is proposed for an early dissolution of the Lok Sabha. This is essential 

because otherwise one premature dissolution could again break the simultaneous-election 

cycle.  

Why amend Articles 83 and 172? 

Article 83 deals with the duration of Parliament, including the normal five-year duration of 

the Lok Sabha. 

Article 172 similarly deals with the duration of State Legislatures. 

The Bill introduces the concept of the ―unexpired term‖ so that a House elected following 

premature dissolution serves only the remainder of the original electoral cycle.  

Why amend Article 327? 
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Article 327 gives Parliament power to make laws concerning elections to Parliament and 

State Legislatures. 

The proposed amendment expressly accommodates Parliament's law-making power 

concerning the conduct of simultaneous elections. 

 

 
 
 

25A8. Invisible actors 

          

 The Election Commission of India (ECI)‟s Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls has seen allegations of bulk filing of 
applications seeking to delete voters‟ names from draft lists using 
Form 7 in Rajasthan, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and, more recently, 

Uttarakhand. 

                  (ECI)                                              

(SIR)                 ,       ,          औ                           7 

(Form 7)                                                                
                                                   

 Ground reports by The Hindu from Karnataka, Rajasthan and 
Gujarat noted that these forms were often filed in bulk fraudulently using 
names of people who were unaware of the filing. 

      ,         औ                                                         
          अ                                                             
            ,                                        

 In several instances, hundreds of objections were filed under a 
single person‘s name. 

           ,                                                  
 Form 7 is filed to object to an existing name — or to request its 

deletion — on the electoral rolls for reasons such as death, shifting, or 
ineligibility. 

    7                                                              
             ,                                                       
अ                                

 The ECI‘s Booth Level Officer or the Electoral Registration 
Officer (ERO) has to conduct an inquiry on the application and issue a 
notice to the voter before taking any action. 

ECI                     (BLO)                            (ERO)    
                           औ                                             
                         

 While Booth Level Agents (BLA) of political parties can file up to 
10 Form 7s a day, totalling 30, there is no limit on how many forms an 
individual registered as a voter from the same constituency can submit. 

                                   (BLA)        अ      10     7 

                ,                 30           ,                         
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                                                                       ,                    
    

 To prevent misuse, the ECI has said that if a person files more than five objections, it will 
trigger a mandatory review by the ERO to ensure the legitimacy of the claims. 

                        ECI                                    अ                         ,    
                                   ERO                               

 The Opposition parties have alleged that the form was being misused through ―systemic and 
coordinated efforts‖ to delete names of eligible voters and embolden the BJP‘s efforts to 
wrongfully gain electoral advantage. 

                                                                         ―        औ  
            ‖                                    औ       BJP    अ                       

                                        
 In the case of Uttarakhand, the Congress has alleged that the manner in which the bulk forms 

were submitted online pointed to ―institutional‖ access being granted to some in the process. 

                                                                                          

      ,                                                ―       ‖                      
 These parties have also sent delegations and submitted representations to the ECI. 

          ECI                     औ                        
 What is important to note is that in most cases, voters were unaware that applications for 

deletion of their names had been filed at all, leaving it to workers of political parties active in 
the constituency to bring it to their notice. 

                            अ                                                            

                                           , औ                                      
                                                  

 According to ECI data, for the third phase of the SIR covering 16 States/three Union 
Territories there are 3,42,409 BLAs of political parties for an electorate of 36,73,87,831 or one 
BLA for approximately 1,073 voters. 

ECI             अ     , SIR             ,       16     /                           ,    
36,73,87,831                                 3,42,409 BLA   , अ          1,073          
      BLA     

 These numbers include agents from ruling and Opposition parties. 

                    औ                                   
 In such a situation, it is incumbent upon the ECI to step in and protect the voting rights of an 

individual rather than leave it to the grassroots strength of political parties. 

                ECI                                                                     
   ,                                                

 The ECI should thus take immediate steps to address this concern. 

अ   ECI                                                          
 Abnormal patterns should be investigated and the process should be monitored, with a 

uniform, countrywide Standard Operating Procedure, requiring verification of identity and 
constituency of the objector and the following of due process before any elector is deleted 
pursuant to a Form 7. 

                                    औ                                ,                       
                          (Standard Operating Procedure)                ,            
                 7                                                            औ          

                                     अ                 
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inclusion and deletion: 

Purpose Form What it means 

Inclusion of name 
Form 
6 

Used by an eligible person to apply for inclusion of 
their name in the electoral roll, such as a new voter. 

Deletion/objection 
Form 
7 

Used to seek deletion of an existing name from the 
electoral roll or to object to a proposed inclusion, 
subject to the prescribed grounds and verification. 

Correction/Shifting 
within constituency 

Form 
8 

Used for specified corrections, shifting of residence 
within the constituency, replacement EPIC and 
related updates. 

What does ―bulk filing of Form 7‖ mean? 

Suppose the draft electoral roll of a constituency contains 2,00,000 voters. 

Normally, if a person has evidence that a particular voter has died, permanently shifted, is 

already enrolled elsewhere, or is otherwise not entitled to remain on that roll, an 

application can be made seeking deletion according to the prescribed procedure. 

But imagine that an individual or group submits hundreds or thousands of Form 7 

applications together, asking election authorities to remove the names of a large number of 

voters. 

This is what is meant by: 

―Bulk filing of applications seeking to delete voters’ names from draft lists using Form 

7.‖ 

Importantly, filing Form 7 does not itself automatically delete a voter’s name. It is an 

application/objection. The Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) must deal with the claim 

according to the prescribed procedure before deletion. 
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25A8. Centre moves to simplify medical device regulations 

                                                                   

 The Union Health Ministry has proposed amendments to the Medical Devices Rules, 2017, 

to promote ease of doing business. 

                                                                                     , 2017 

                            
 The amendments seek to simplify regulatory requirements, standardise testing fees and 

facilitate faster market access for eligible medical devices. 

                                                  ,                             औ  
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 The Centre has eased regulatory requirements for medical device manufacturers by removing 
the need for a separate licence for outsourced sterilisation and expanding the list of countries 
and regulatory jurisdictions whose approvals can facilitate waiver of clinical investigation 
requirements in India, a release issued by the Ministry said on Monday. 

                                                                                          

                                                                             (sterilisation) 

            अ                                    औ                     अ     -        
                          ,                                                                     
                     

 Under the proposed amendment to Rule 44, manufacturers that outsource sterilisation of their 
medical devices to a facility holding a valid licence under the Medical Devices Rules, 2017, 
will no longer have to obtain a separate loan licence for the sterilisation activity. 

             44              ,            अ                                         
                         ,                             , 2017                 इ      ,      
                      अ  अ         इ                                    

 Earlier, manufacturers had to secure a separate loan licence even when the outsourced 
sterilisation facility itself held a valid licence. 

    ,                                               इ                                अ       

                          
 The government said removing the duplication would reduce paperwork, administrative 

burden and compliance costs, particularly for manufacturers without their own sterilisation 
facilities. 

                                                                                        , 

            औ                      ,           अ                                     
 However, a traceability requirement has been retained. 

       ,           (                 )                                      
 Manufacturers will have to mention the licence number of the sterilisation facility on the 

medical device label. 

                                                         इ         अ                
 A six-month transition period has been provided to allow companies to modify labels, 

packaging and related processes. 

               ,          औ                                                              

               
 The government said the change was intended to balance regulatory oversight with ease of 

doing business by retaining traceability while simplifying the licensing framework.  

                                                  औ                                       

              ,                                                                      
 In another change, the amendment to Rule 63 includes the European Union (EU) among the 

stringent regulatory jurisdictions recognised for waiving clinical investigation requirements for 
medical devices that do not have predicate devices in India. 

   अ               ,      63                       (EU)                        -        
             ,                                                                              

                        ,                                      (predicate device)          
 The provision already recognises the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada 

and Japan. 

                                           ,     इ          ,         ,       औ           
                

 With the EU now included, medical devices approved in the EU that meet the eligibility 
conditions can benefit from the waiver provisions in India. 
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अ  EU                         , EU    अ                                                    
  ,                                              

 The move is expected to reduce regulatory timelines for importers and manufacturers and 
facilitate quicker availability of newer medical technologies to Indian patients. 

                 औ                             -                                      
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               NCDC (      )                                                 
25A8 Stone quarries and crushers in the vicinity put Assam‟s semiconductor plant at risk 

                    औ                                                           
25A8 Labour rights beyond the shadow of BWSSB 

BWSSB                            
25A8 How the SC ruling redefined „industry‟ 

                          „     ‟                           
25A8 Did Press Note 3 relaxations help attract more FDI? 

            3                      FDI                        ? 

25A8 SEBI unveils index for market infrastructure institutions 

SEBI                                                   
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25A8.  Farmers‟ body terms NCDC (Amendment) Act an onslaught on federal 
rights of States 

               NCDC (      )                                                 

 The Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) on Monday said the National Cooperative 
Development Corporation (Amendment) Act, 2026 is an onslaught on the federal rights of 

States. 

                   (SKM)                                              (      )        , 

2026                                    
 The umbrella organisation of farmer groups, in an official statement, alleged that the new law 

would divert resources from the priority sector of agriculture and agriculture-based rural 
industrial and infrastructure development. 

                                                                                         

            -             औ       औ                                     अ              
 It also alleged that the new law was framed to suit the ―corporate model of urban-centric 

development‖. 

                                   “    -                           ”    अ                
        

 The Parliament of India passed the NCDC (Amendment) Bill, 2026, in August to amend the 

NCDC Act of 1962, expanding the financial and operational scope of the statutory 
corporation. 

                NCDC (      )       , 2026    अ                 ,              1962    
NCDC अ                      औ                                                       
         

 Citing the Constitution‘s Seventh Schedule, the SKM said ―cooperation‖ was in the State list, 

and the NCDC (Amendment) Act, 2026, is a ―naked intrusion‖ by the Union government into 
the powers of the States. 

                                            SKM           “        ”                 औ  
NCDC (      ) अ      , 2026,                                 “           ”     

 ―As per International Cooperative Alliance principles, autonomy and independence are basic 
principles of cooperation along with democratic control. 

―                                        अ     ,                                 औ  
                                    

 The law, which permits NCDC to directly intervene in the cooperative societies and take their 
shares openly, violates the basic principles of cooperation and facilitates centralisation of 
power into the hands of the Union government,‖ the SKM‘s statement read. 

SKM                   , ―         NCDC                                       औ           
                     अ             ,                                               औ         
                                              ‖ 

 The SKM argued that by directly extending financial aid to cooperative societies, the NCDC 
would centralise cooperative institutions under the power of the Union government for political 
dominance over States. 

SKM                                                              NCDC                   
             अ         अ                   ,                                             
     

 ―This reflects the authoritarian character of the corporate class fully endorsed by BJP-RSS 
(Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) combine,‖ the statement added. 

                   , ―   BJP-RSS (                   )                                   

                                     ‖ 
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 The SKM said the Supreme Court, through an order in 2021, had stated that the Union 
government has limited powers to intervene in cooperative societies that are under State 
governments. 

SKM                            2021                                                 अ    

                                                                             
 The new amendment had been brought to nullify the apex court‘s order, it added. 

                                                                                      
 The law also does away with the old rule that required eligible industrial and village 

cooperatives to be based only in rural locations. 

                                           ,               औ       औ             
                                                  

 ―Cooperatives are the soul of rural India and are capable of bringing widespread 
developments in the villages. 

―                                      औ                                          
 The NCDC (Amendment) Act permits its operations to extend to non-agricultural sectors and 

abolishes the stipulation of developing industries in the rural regions... means the resources 
meant to use for agriculture and rural industrial and infrastructure expansion will be diverted 
for urban-centric development suitable for corporate development model,‖ the statement read. 

               , ―NCDC (      ) अ       अ                  -                           
   अ              औ                                                       ...      अ         

               औ       औ                                                                    

                   -                                  ‖ 
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25A8.  Stone quarries and crushers in the vicinity put Assam‟s semiconductor 
plant at risk 

                    औ                                                        
   

 Dust-producing stone quarries and crushers in the vicinity could cripple Assam‘s 
semiconductor unit, a signature pet project of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, before it can 
start, an environmental activist has warned. 

                                                                                  औ      
अ                        ,                                                     ,             
                           

 The ₹27,000 crore Tata Semiconductor Assembly and Test (TSAT) facility is being 
developed in Morigaon district‘s Jagiroad, about 55 km east of Guwahati. 

₹27,000         Tata Semiconductor Assembly and Test (TSAT)                         

55                                                                     
 It is a major component of India‘s chip-making ambitions and is linked to the vision of building 

a self-reliant ecosystem under the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM). 

              -                                      औ  India Semiconductor Mission 

(ISM)                                                                     
 Over 60% of the work at the TSAT facility, coming up where a unit of the Hindustan Paper 

Corporation once stood, is complete. 

TSAT           60%                                    ;                                     
         Hindustan Paper Corporation                     

 According to the ISM guidelines, a semiconductor plant requires ISO Class 1 to 5 vibration-

damped clean rooms to prevent microscopic dust contamination, and millions of gallons of 
ultra-pure water daily for wafer-rising, chemical processing, and cooling. 

ISM               अ     ,                                                                     ISO 

Class 1    5     -                                              ,                  औ  
                                 -                            

 However, stone quarries and crushers within a 5 km radius of the facility have reportedly been 
covering the Jagiroad area with a blanket of dust. 

       ,           5                                         औ                                
                                 

 Local organisations said excavation and blasting carried out in the hills of Sonaikuchi 
Reserve Forest (near the semiconductor plant) have caused flash floods and threatened 

public health. 

                                                     इ                                  

      औ                                  औ                                            
 Raising concerns over the potential impact of dust and pollution on Assam‘s flagship industrial 

project, Golaghat district-based environmental activist Rohit Choudhury urged the State 
government to enforce restrictions on polluting industries and activities within a 15-km radius 
of the TSAT facility. 

अ           औ                       औ                                               , 

                                                              TSAT           15             
                          औ                                             

RTI response 

RTI        
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 In a letter to the Assam Chief Secretary on August 22, he cited an RTI reply from the State‘s 
Industries, Commerce, and Public Enterprise Department and an earlier government directive 
to argue that exemption granted to pre-existing and pipeline polluting industries could 
undermine the very objective of protecting the proposed Ratan Tata Electronic City at 

Jagiroad. 

22 अ       अ                                                     ,        औ           

                   RTI                                                                      
      औ                                                              Ratan Tata 

Electronic City                                                
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How the SC ruling redefined „industry‟ 

                          „     ‟                           

 A nine-member Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of India recently held that the 
nearly half-century-old interpretation of the term ‗industry‘ will not automatically apply to the 
Industrial Relations Code (IRC), 2020, which came into force in November 2025 and 
replaced the legacy Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. 

                           -                                              ‗     ‘        
                           औ                    (IRC), 2020                       ,    
      2025             औ               औ                    , 1947               

 This decision effectively severs the new labour regime from an expansive, worker-friendly 
precedent set in 1978, establishing a clean slate for future labour law disputes. 

                                     1978                    औ      -अ             

         अ                                                                             

The scope of „industry‟ 

„     ‟          

 To understand the significance of this judgment, one must look back to the historic 1978 
ruling in Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board v. R. Rajappa. 

                                 1978             Bangalore Water Supply and 

Sewerage Board v. R. Rajappa                              
 Authored by Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer, that seven-judge Bench significantly broadened the 

definition of Section 2(j) under the 1947 Act. 

            .  .                               -                       1947    अ          
     2(j)    अ      ‗     ‘                                           

 The 1978 judgment introduced the triple test, which classified systematic or organised 
operations based on employer-employee cooperation to provide goods or services for 
consumers as an industry. 

1978                                 ,                                                   
                   -                                                                   

                    
 This sweeping definition brought various activities, including hospitals, educational 

institutions, and municipalities, under the legal definition of an industry. 

                    अ      ,                औ                                       
‗     ‘                      अ               

 The only exclusions were core sovereign functions of the state, such as defence, judiciary, 
and law enforcement. 

                                ,         ,            औ       -                       
 For nearly half a century, this judgment had enabled workers across diverse sectors to 

access legal recourse, enforce labour rights, and engage in collective bargaining against 
unfair practices. 

                                                                          ,    अ       
              औ  अ                                                         

The crux of the judgment 
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 The Constitution Bench, led by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, addressed the question 

whether the 1978 definition of ‗industry‘ should govern Section 2(p) of the IRC. 

                                                                                         1978 

         ‗     ‘            IRC         2(p)                        
 The majority held that ‗industry‘ under the IRC must be interpreted based on its own specific 

text and statutory context, unburdened by the legacy of the 1978 precedent. 

                 IRC    अ      ‗     ‘                                   औ                   
                      औ  1978                                                        

 Chief Justice Kant noted that while the core principles of the 1978 ruling had stood the test of 
time, the 1978 judgment would no longer act as the ―sheet anchor‖ for interpreting ‗industry‘ 
under the IRC. 

                                   1978                                                    , 
       1978          IRC    अ      ‗     ‘                  अ  “         ”               
            

 Pending cases under the 1947 Act will continue to be governed by the 1978 Bangalore 
Water Supply precedent. 

1947    अ          अ                     1978    Bangalore Water Supply              

   अ                                   
 All future disputes governed by the new Industrial Relations Code will be interpreted afresh. 

   औ                                                                                     

Differing points of view on the Bench 

                      

 The nine-judge Bench reflected nuanced positions on the balance between worker 
protections and modern economic realities. 

  -                         औ                                                      

औ                          
 An opinion authored by Chief Justice Kant, and shared with Justices Satish Chandra Sharma, 

Alok Aradhe and Vipul M. Pancholi, held that the ‗triple test‘ of 1978 Bangalore Water 
Supply and Sewerage Board case judgment will continue to be applied to pending industrial 

disputes. 

                                 औ                         ,                        . 

                                          1978    Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage 

Board                   ‗         ‘          औ                                       
 The Chief Justice, however, found that the 1978 verdict could have been articulated 

differently and set down a ―reformulated‖ triple test, which would operate prospectively. 

       ,                          1978             अ                                 औ  
          “        ”                        ,                        

 However, the possibility of using the recast triple test to determine if an operation was an 
industry or not under Section 2(j) of the repealed 1947 Act is non-existent as the new labour 
law, The Industrial Relations Code 2020, has already come into force. 

       ,                   1947    अ               2(j)                                    
                                                              अ         ,                   , 

औ                    2020,                          
 The Bench has unanimously made it clear that ‗industry‘ under the 2020 Code will be 

“interpreted independently” to align with contemporary industrial dynamics, and not be 

burdened by the 1978 verdict. 

                                   2020              अ      ‗     ‘    “                  ”    
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     ,                  औ                   अ                औ  1978                    
                 

 Justices B.V. Nagarathna, Dipankar Datta, and Ujjal Bhuyan formed the minority view on 

the Bench that a re-evaluation of the 1978 judgment was ―unwarranted‖. 

            .  .        ,             औ         इ              अ                अ         

1978                          “       ”     
 Justice Nagarathna cautioned that altering the definition could create uncertainty and disrupt 

industrial peace. 

                                                                               औ  
औ                                  

 Justice Nagarathna argued that the 1978 judgment had offered a broad-based definition of 
‗industry‘. 

                                 1978             ‗     ‘                               
 She highlighted that the judgment was a child of its time, when public sector workers were 

transitioning into private employment due to a changing industrial landscape inspired by 
privatisation, liberalisation and globalisation of the Indian economy. 

                                 अ                                  ,           

अ                   ,          औ                          औ                      

                                                        
 Justice Joymalya Bagchi supported the need for the reference to the nine-judge Bench, but 

expressed his inability to agree to a ―reformulated‖ triple test. 

                                       -                                                , 
      “        ”                           अ    अ                

 Justice Bagchi said an apprehension that the triple test conceived in the 1978 judgment 
converted any organised activity into an industry was misplaced. 

                                             1978                                         

                                        
 The judge agreed with Justice Nagarathna that even the state could enter into seemingly non-

sovereign functions. 

                                                                                           
           -                         

 The concept of ‗sovereignty‘ has itself undergone changes with the passage of time. 

           „       ‟                                       
 Absence of a profit motive did not take an activity outside the realm of industry, he observed. 

                                                                                      
 He said it was unwise to ―re-draft‖ Justice Iyer‘s triple test. 

                        अ                    “               ”               
 Justice Datta echoed the need for judicial consistency. 

                                                        
 Sharing his opinion with Justice Bhuyan, Justice Datta remarked that institutional credibility 

relies on respecting finality rather than perpetuating doubt over established law. 

                        अ                     ,                                            
                                                                                            

A step towards a new era 

                    

 By severing the IRC from the 1978 precedent, the Supreme Court has set the stage for a new 
chapter in Indian labour law, leaving it to future courts to decide where the lines between 
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employer authority and worker protections will ultimately be drawn. 

IRC    1978                    अ       ,                                           

अ                      औ  अ              अ                                          औ  
                  अ                                      

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25A8.  Labour rights beyond the shadow of BWSSB 

BWSSB                            

 On August 20, 2026, the Supreme Court of India delivered its judgment on the Reference 
made on the correctness of the judgment in Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board vs 
A. Rajappa (BWSSB), 1978, particularly the test for determining whether an activity falls 
within the definition of ―industry‖ under Section 2(j) of the Industrial Disputes (ID) Act, 1947. 

20 अ   , 2026                             Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board 

vs A. Rajappa (BWSSB), 1978                                       Reference (     )    
अ                ,                                          औ                     (ID 
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Act), 1947         2(j)    अ      ―     ‖                                    -              
                 

A brief history of the Reference. 

                इ       

 In State of U.P. vs Jai Bir Singh (2005), 5 SCC 1, a five-judge Bench referred the seven-judge 
Bench decision in BWSSB for reconsideration. 

State of U.P. vs Jai Bir Singh (2005), 5 SCC 1                             BWSSB        

                                                            
 A seven-judge Bench was constituted and, by order dated January 2, 2017, referred the 

matter to a nine-judge Bench. 

                                औ  2      , 2017                                        
                            

 By order dated February 16, 2026, the nine-Judge Bench framed four questions concerning 
the correctness of the test in BWSSB, the impact of the 1982 Amendment and the Industrial 
Relations Code (IRC), 2020, whether government welfare activities count as ―industrial 
activities,‖ and the scope of ―sovereign functions‖ under Section 2(j). 

16      , 2026                                                          ,    BWSSB    
                        , 1982           औ  औ                    (IRC), 2020        , 

                              ―औ                ‖                             2(j)    
अ      “          ”                         

 By the time the questions were framed, the IRC, 2020 had been brought into force from 
November 21, 2025, also repealing the ID Act, 1947. 

                            ,       IRC, 2020    21      , 2025                         औ  
         ID Act, 1947                             

 By virtue of this repeal, the Reference had effectively been rendered otiose. 

                                                     
 Even so, the nine-judge Bench proceeded to hear the matter. 

           ,                                                  

Judges and reactions 

         औ            

 Of the nine judges, Justice D. Datta and Justice U. Bhuyan held that ―the reference requires 
no answer‖. 

                               .     औ              .   इ               ―                        
                ‖ 

 Justice B.V. Nagarathna found the exercise ―unnecessary and only academic in nature‖. 

            .  .                        ―अ       औ       अ               ‖       
 Justice P.S. Narasimha held that ―an authoritative interpretation of the definition ‗industry‘ was 

compelling at the time of the Reference‖, but ―such a determination has now become 
unnecessary, with the repeal of the said provision.‖ 

            .  .                   ―             ‗     ‘                              
        ‖,       ―                           अ              अ                 ‖ 

 Importantly, even the opinion written by the Chief Justice of India (CJI) for four judges 
acknowledges this. 
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              ,                       (CJI)                                                 
                

 Even as it sought to re-formulate the Triple Test laid down by BWSSB, it describes its 
reformulation of the Triple Test as merely ―hypothetical‖, and expressly states that it will not 
apply to any pending case. 

BWSSB                Triple Test                                       ,                     

        ―       ‖              औ                                                          
           

 The ID Act has been repealed, and there can be no future cases under it either. 

ID Act                         , औ       अ                                          
 Even the reformulated test framed by four judges was prospective and would not alter 

pending disputes, which would continue to be governed by the BWSSB framework, and since 
the ID Act, 1947 has been repealed, there can be no future cases under it. 

                                                                 औ                     
                 ,    BWSSB                                     ; औ        ID Act, 1947          
       ,            अ                                       

 The four questions framed on February 16, 2026 concern only Section 2(j) of the ID Act. 

16      , 2026                          ID Act         2(j)                
 The interpretation of Section 2(p) of the IRC was not before the Court. 

IRC         2(p)                                             
 The CJI, writing for four judges, recognises that the IRC ―is an independent legislative 

enactment and must be interpreted on its own terms, having regard to its text, scheme, and 
object‖. 

                                 CJI                   IRC “                           औ  
इ           इ             ,                                                    ” 

 At the same time, the same opinion says, in view of the reformulated Triple Test in their 
opinion, the principles laid down in BWSSB shall not be regarded as the ―sheet anchor for the 
interpretation of the IRC should such a question arise in the future‖. 

      ,                                               Triple Test             ,                  
           ,    BWSSB                         “IRC                       ”                  

 While on the one hand it refuses to construe a provision, in the same breath it rules on how 
BWSSB, as a precedent, may not be used to construe it. 

                                                    ,                                  
                          BWSSB                                                         

 This in itself is a form of construing it, and is an attempt to police the tools available for a 
future interpretive exercise. 

   अ                                  औ                                              
                            

 Justice Narasimha also says that it is important to ensure that the interpretation of the 
definition of ―Industry‖ under the IRC ―is not burdened by the existing interpretations‖ under 
the ID Act, 1947. 

                                                                  IRC    अ      “     ”    
                  ID Act, 1947    अ            ―                      ‖                 

 Justice Nagarathna‘s opinion on this issue is important. 

                                                  
 While affirming the judgment in BWSSB, she recognised that the extent to which its reasoning 

carries over to the interpretation of ―industry‖ under the IRC is to be tested by comparing the 
actual text of the two provisions. 

BWSSB                                                   -                  IRC    अ      
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“     ”                          ,                                                           
            

 Such a comparison can be meaningfully undertaken only in a case arising under Section 2(p), 
and not in the abstract. 

                                2(p)                                            ,      अ     
       

 The interpretation of the definition of industry under the IRC cannot be seen in abstract and 
would have to be understood in light of the rich jurisprudence that has developed with 
BWSSB and after. 

IRC    अ                                    अ                             औ      BWSSB 

                                                                     

The importance of BWSSB 

BWSSB         

 There is a deeper thread — an anxiety about the judgment in BWSSB, which needs to be 
addressed. 

                          —BWSSB                          ,                        
          

 This anxiety is what gave rise to the Reference itself. 

                                     
 The five-Judge Bench in Jai Bir Singh (2005) questioned the correctness of BWSSB, 

observing that its ―worker-oriented approach‖ was ―unmindful of the interests of the employer 
or owner of the industry‖. 

Jai Bir Singh (2005)                             BWSSB                                      

     ―    -             ‖ ―                                         अ      ‖     
 This finds an echo in the CJI‘s opinion. 

             CJI                             
 Having hypothetically reformulated the tests in BWSSB, and having stated that BWSSB shall 

not be regarded as the sheet anchor for the interpretation of the IRC, the opinion of the CJI, 
for four judges, speaks of the judgment finally lifting a ―burden‖ and permitting the law to 
―move forward unencumbered‖. 

BWSSB                                                   औ                    BWSSB    
IRC                                       ,                        CJI                      
            अ        “   ”             औ           ―                          ‖    अ      

         
 This again finds echo in the judgment of Justice Narasimha, who states that the interpretation 

of the definition of ―industry‖ under the IRC, 2020 ―must be freed of the bondage of ratio‖ in 
BWSSB. 

                                                     ,                     IRC, 2020    अ      

“     ”                         BWSSB             ratio                                  
 In this light, it is essential to recognise what ―burden‖ of BWSSB causes such anxiety. 

                                 BWSSB       -   “   ”                          
 There can be no dispute about the asymmetry between capital and labour, or the imbalance 

in their respective bargaining power. 

      औ                                                                                     

              
 Justice Bagchi recognises this when he reminds us that one must always ―bear in mind that a 

workman seldom enters the field of negotiation as an equal....‖ 
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                                                                      ―                         

                                                                ‖ 
 The Constitution recognises this, with Article 42 requiring the state to secure ―just and 

humane conditions of work,‖ while Article 23 prohibits ―traffic in human beings‖, ―begar, and 
other forms of forced labour‖. 

                          ;         42         ―         औ                         ‖ 
                              ,              23 ―               ‖, ―      औ                    
  ‖                  

 The conditions that necessitated these protections have simply changed form. 

                                                            ,             अ         

         
 Labour legislation recognised this extreme imbalance and sought to ensure a modicum of 

bare protection. 

               अ      अ                 औ                                              
           

 This is not a ―pro-worker‖ understanding of the law, but just a check against the imbalance 
tilting toward the employer. 

            “    -     ”            ,              अ                                
                              

 The fact that such bare protection is described as ―pro-worker‖ says less about the protection 
than about where the baseline has been unfortunately naturalised. 

                           ―    -     ‖                              औ                    
अ                                                                            

 While the freedom to dismiss without explanation is part of the ordinary run of business, a 
requirement to explain is called a burden. 

                                                                                          , 
                                               

 The warning of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar rings true — liberty from the control of the state is another 
name for ―the dictatorship of the private employer‖. 

  .   .  .                                    —                        ―                
        ‖                  

 The 13-judge Bench decision in Kesavananda Bharati (1973) recognised that justice, social, 
economic and political, formed part of the Constitution‘s basic structure. 

               (1973)    13                                    ,       औ                

                                   
 The underlying inequality between employer and workman has not narrowed since 1947. 

        औ                                1947                           
 In fact, the policy of ―ease of doing business‖ has widened it. 

        , “Ease of Doing Business”                औ            
 This is exactly why the social justice vision of Part IV of the Constitution calls for more 

protection now, not less. 

                              IV                               अ         ,           

                       

The issue of labour rights 
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 The ID Act, 1947 — to maintain industrial peace — provided basic protections and a forum for 
adjudicating disputes, where the labour courts and tribunals have been given wide powers to 
adjudicate on the same. 

औ                              ID Act, 1947                 औ                              

                ,                  औ                                                  

                   
 To be excluded from its definition of ―industry‖ is to be excluded from that bare minimum 

protection, and from the remedy available under it. 

     “     ”                                                औ       अ                  
                              

 The significance of BWSSB‘s definition of ―industry‖ lay in ensuring that this protection 
reached everyone the Act was meant to cover, rather than excluding workers from the one 
recourse the law offered them. 

BWSSB             “     ”                                                              
                     अ                                    ,                                 

                                
 Given the overarching objective of industrial peace, there was never a reason to treat 

BWSSB‘s interpretation as a burden rather than as the Act doing precisely what it was 
designed to do. 

औ                                         , BWSSB                                         
  ;                                              अ                                         
        

 The anxiety surrounding it has always rested on the same premise: an eagerness to remove 
workers from the protection of the law. 

                                                      :                                      
            

 As the ID Act stands repealed and the IRC takes its place, it is necessary to return to the 
promise of social justice in the Constitution. 

      ID Act                  औ  IRC                        ,                                

                                   
 The labour codes that have replaced the ID Act, including the IRC, are built on a premise of 

exclusion — narrowing who falls within the protection of the law — and will have to answer to 
that mandate. 

ID Act                              ,       IRC            ,                               

  —अ                                                                    —औ          

                                   

 

 

25A8.  Did Press Note 3 relaxations help attract more FDI? 

            3                      FDI                        ? 

 The Union government on Friday said that India had received foreign direct investment (FDI) 
worth ₹4,895 crore over just the last few months, from companies that have benefited from 
recent relaxations made to India‘s FDI rules. 

                                                                          ₹4,895         
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                  (FDI)            ,               FDI                                           
    

 The aim of the relaxations was precisely to ease the flow of investments that had earlier been 
locked out of India. 

                                                                   ,                           
                 

What was the earlier rule? 

                   ? 

 The Union government had issued Press Note 3 in April 2020, in which it amended India‘s 
FDI policy. 

                  2020            3             ,                             FDI         
             

 The existing rule at the time stated that any entity of Bangladesh and Pakistan could invest in 
India only after securing Government approval. 

                                            औ                      इ                     

                                                 
 Press Note 3 widened this stipulation to include any country that shared a land border with 

India. 

        3                                                              ,                   

                    
 So, this included Pakistan, China, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Bhutan. 

             ,    ,          ,       औ                  
 The popular perception is that the government took this decision as a result of border clashes 

between India and China at Galwan. 

                                                  औ                                      

         
 However, Press Note 3 was issued in April 2020, before those clashes took place in May. 

       ,         3      2020                    ,                             
 The reason the change was made was to prevent hostile takeovers of companies ailing due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

                 COVID-19                                                              
    

 India and a few other countries had noticed that, early on in the pandemic, Chinese 
companies were buying up majority stakes in companies in the countries whose stock prices 
had plummeted due to the pandemic. 

     औ      अ                                                                                   
                            ,                                                          

 The FDI restriction was aimed at curbing this. 

FDI                               अ               
 While the origin of the rule was not directly linked to the border clashes, its extension over the 

years was certainly a result of the frigid relationship between India and China. 

                                                               ,                         
                         औ                                           

What was the relaxation? 

                ? 
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 In March 2026, the Centre eased the Press Note 3 restrictions somewhat. 

     2026                         3                                 
 It said that FDI from entities would be allowed in India through the automatic route, without 

needing express government approval, if these entities had less than 10% stake based in 
countries that share a land border with India. 

                                    FDI                 (automatic route)                  

            अ              ,                                                  ,        

                                                                         10%                 
    

 In other words, companies that had minority and non-controlling stakes held by these land-
border countries could invest in India through the easier route. 

             ,                                                  औ     -                       , 
                                                    

 The government did this because it said that a lot of investment into India had been held up 
because even companies that had tiny stakes owned by Chinese entities faced stricter 
restrictions on their investments into India. 

                                       अ                                            , 
                                                                     अ                      
अ                                       

 ―It is expected that the new guidelines will provide clarity and ease of doing business in India, 
and facilitate investments which can contribute towards greater FDI inflows, access to new 
technologies, domestic value addition, expansion of domestic firms and integration with global 
supply chain,‖ the government had said in March when it eased the rules. 

                                             , ―                                        औ  
                                                                ,    अ    FDI     ,    

                    ,                  ,                         औ                             

                            ‖ 

What has been the benefit? 

इ                  ? 

 The Ministry of Commerce and Industry said on Friday that a total of 29 FDI projects worth 
₹4,895.65 crore had been reported to it under its revised framework up to August 10, 2026. 

       औ                                   10 अ   , 2026                          अ      

    29 FDI           ,            ₹4,895.65        ,                   
 It added that these investments span a range of sectors, including information technology, 

artificial intelligence, information and communication, manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, data 
centres and transport services, among others. 

                                                  ,                      ,               , 
               ,         ,              ,           औ                              

 Further, the investments have come from several countries, including Mauritius, the U.S., the 
Republic of Korea, Japan, Singapore, Luxembourg, and the Cayman Islands. 

     अ      ,                ,        ,            ,      ,         ,         औ        

                                
 In relative terms, this investment amount is not all that significant. 

           ,                       अ                      
 For instance, it amounts to less than 1% of the total FDI India received in 2025-26. 

             ,         2025-26                     FDI    1%              
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 But it is still early days, and for India and FDI, every little bit helps. 

      अ                    औ           FDI                                    

 
 
 

25A8. SEBI unveils index for market infrastructure 
institutions 

SEBI                                                   

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
introduced an Information Technology Resilience Index (ITRI) for 
market infrastructure institutions (MIIs), including stock exchanges 

and depositories, as part of efforts to strengthen the resilience of their IT 
systems. 

               औ              (SEBI)                 औ            
                            (MIIs)                                

        (ITRI)            ,                   IT                  औ  
                               

 In a circular, the markets regulator said the index would assess 
the MIIs across nine parameters, including availability, security, integrity, 
governance, reliability and monitoring, business continuity, modularity 
and flexibility, scalability, and other relevant factors. 

                                              MIIs                
                  ,              ,      ,       ,     , 

                      ,                ,                       ,                 अ   

                       
 SEBI said that the MIIs would be required to develop an Early Warning System (EWS) to 

detect any deterioration in ITRI parameters that could potentially lead to performance issues, 
system slowness or other disruptions, and take remedial measures. 

SEBI           MIIs                             (EWS)                 ,      ITRI    
                                                         ,                               
       ,                                                    , औ                     
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25A8 Workers in China fear job loss as AI and robots are poised to take their place 
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25A8.  What Amul can teach us about helping rare-disease patients 

     -                                                                        

 Patient data, including medical records and patient experiences, are essential for scientists 
to develop new treatments, especially for rare diseases. 

                 ,                       औ                          ,                    

                               ,                            
 The data help identify diagnostic biomarkers, predict disease progression, and help 

investigators design better clinical trials. 
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                    -                   ,                                                  
                                                  

 This is important because clinical trials are required to show that a new treatment is safe 

and effective before a country‘s regulators approve it. 

                                                                                               

                                                            औ            
 Conventional clinical trials involve a large number of participants and include both treatment 

and control groups. 

                                                                                  औ         

    ,               
 However, for rare diseases, too few people are eligible to participate, and it is not possible to 

have a control group. 

       ,                                                                          औ              

                        
 In these situations, patient registries and natural-history studies can provide real-world 

data that can serve as ‗external‘ controls. 

                ,               औ         -इ                       -                    

          ,    ‗           ‘                           
 Natural-history studies record clinical parameters, including those reported by patients, over 

time, allowing clinicians to model disease progression in the absence of treatments. 

       -       अ                                                                         
       ,                        अ                                             

 Patient data can also help scientists identify suitable participants and meaningful clinical 
endpoints to properly evaluate complicated treatments. 

                                               औ                                            
                       ,                                                

 Thus, by improving trial design and reducing uncertainty, comprehensive patient datasets can 
help researchers develop drugs faster, increase the chances of their receiving regulatory 
approval, and ultimately help bring safe and effective treatments to patients with rare 
diseases more quickly. 

       ,                          औ  अ                   ,                               
                         ,                                                        अ           

                               औ              अ                                       

Patient data collective 

                   

 For example, patient information collected over many years helped doctors understand how 
spinal muscular atrophy — a rare genetic condition that damages the spinal cord — 

progresses, identify the best ways to measure improvement, design good clinical trials, prove 
treatments work, and show that treating patients early gives the best results. 

             ,                                                                               

   इ                —                        ,                               —          
       ,                                                   ,                                
        ,                                                                               
                                    

 Recent advances in artificial intelligence (AI) models now make these goals possible in new 

ways — provided good patient data are available. 
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               (AI)                         अ                                          — 

     अ                         
 Researchers can collect this data in two steps: first, create a community of patients with a 

given condition; and second, collect a range of medical and diagnostic records for those 
patients. 

                                             :     ,                                       

            ; औ       ,                                                               
 To implement this, the authors propose a cooperative model to create a „Patient Data 

Collective‟ (PDC). 

                         ,         „                  ‟ (PDC)                              
               

 The inspiration comes from the dairy cooperative Amul, which serves lakhs of farmers in 

India and ploughs back most of the profits from milk and milk-derived products to them. 

                                                      ,                                        
औ                                    अ                                        

 Amul also offers veterinary care and at-cost feed for cattle. 

अ                                    औ      -                                    
 Similarly, a PDC for rare diseases in India can serve as a cooperative that holds patients‘ 

data on their behalf to facilitate research, and which returns most, if any, of the revenue back 
to them. 

        ,                              PDC                                          ,    
अ                                                                      औ                

       ,         अ                                    
 And the PDC can act on behalf of patients just as Amul does on behalf of farmers. 

औ  PDC                                         ,          अ                          

         
 It will access data from patient advocacy groups, the Ayushman Bharat Digital Health 

Mission, hospital records, the Centres of Excellence for Rare Diseases, clinicians, and 
other repositories. 

       -                  ,                              , अ         अ      ,            
                ,              अ                               

 In addition to its centralised repository, the PDC could have AI-based data analytics, with 

safeguards in place. 

अ                           अ      , PDC                            AI-             
                              

 That is, once a patient is registered, their consent to have their data collected, stored, 
analysed, and, indeed, protected. 

अ     ,                                      ,                       ,            ,          

     औ                                                     
 Worldwide, patient advocacy groups are already helping research communities accelerate 

the development of drugs for rare diseases and navigate the approval ecosystem. 

              -                             अ                                              
                   औ                                                                      
    

 This movement has also reached India, and active disease-specific groups could play a 
critical role in setting up and operating the PDC as well. 

                                   औ          -            PDC                         
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Setting up a collective 

                           

 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has already set up a rare disease registry 

based on data uploaded by a few experts from 19 specialised hospitals. 

                                (ICMR)            19        अ                            
अ                                                               

 The registry has collected data on around 4,000 patients with select diseases over the last 
five years. 

                                                        4,000                             
 Valuable though this resource is, it is also minuscule compared to India‘s population. 

                          ,                                              अ              
 Given Indians‘ experience with public registries, the data collection exercise behind the PDC 

should be flexible and inclusive, while maintaining accuracy and abiding by the highest ethical 
and legal standards. 

                                    अ                 , PDC                            
      औ                    ,                               औ                         
                          

 This, in turn, is possible only as a patient-centric initiative with support from non-governmental 
organisations. 

  ,        ,          -                      -                                      
 Although setting up the proposed portal and backend database to accept data from all 

stakeholders while adhering to standards about accuracy, ethics, safety, and legality will be 
difficult, it is feasible, as demonstrated by the Citizen Health Platform operating in the U.S. 

            ,        ,       औ                                                          
                                       औ                                      ,           

       ,         अ                  Citizen Health Platform                           
 Once the portal is set up, patient data will need to be made easily available to the PDC 

through digital health records maintained by both public and private health providers. 

                                  ,          औ                                             

                                                       PDC                             
      

 To aggregate scattered medical histories, genetic reports, and clinical notes, India can 
leverage its Ayushman Bharat Digital Health Mission: to mandate a clear governance 

model for a specialised, secure digital health locker or for the PDC to maintain patient records 
as such a locker. 

                         ,                 औ                                             

अ                                                    :          ,                      

                              अ            अ    PDC            अ                         

                   
 Alongside a data repository, generative AI can be used as a tool to synthesise from large 

volumes of medical records medically relevant patterns that can inform doctors‘ and patients‘ 
decisions. 

                  -   ,         AI                               अ                       

                                                                           ,           औ  
                                      

 Indeed, if an AI model is trained to engage with users in their local language, it can help 
analyse medical information to suggest possible diagnoses and lay out the various options, 
and thus encourage participation from diverse groups of patients. 
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        ,          AI                                                                     
   ,                                    औ                                              

                                             औ                                           
                     

Attracting drug developers 

                             

 Support from the government or philanthropic organisations is needed to develop a platform 
with such AI capabilities, with clear governance and oversight. 

    AI                                                 औ                          
                                        

 In fact, the PDC should deliberately attempt to generate useful data. 

         , PDC                                                         
 The authors suggest encouraging natural-history registries led by patient advocacy groups to 

generate longitudinal real-world evidence datasets. 

         -                                       -                                          

       ,                       -               -                         
 The groups can be funded to initiate natural history studies for their target diseases, with the 

data then channelled to the PDC. 

            अ                            -इ                                           
       ,                    PDC                         

 Aggregating granular, everyday patient-reported metrics across India‘s unique, genetically 
diverse endogamous populations could also attract drug developers from abroad seeking 
ethnically specific target-validation cohorts. 

               औ                                                                      
                                                             -                               
       ,                          -                                

Rare disease revolution 

                    

 With recent updates to India‘s New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules, which embrace 

advanced computational modelling and non-animal testing models, Indian biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical companies can use the PDC to rapidly pre-screen and construct virtual 
synthetic control groups, making small-batch orphan drug evaluation clinically and financially 
viable within domestic budgets. 

        New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules           अ            ,                    

        औ     -                  अ        ,           -          औ  औ             PDC    
                  -          औ                                                      ,       
                                                               औ                         
         

 Just as Amul and the other cooperatives it inspired made India milk-secure and secured the 
livelihoods of millions of farmers, so too would a PDC have an outsized impact on drug 
discovery for most rare diseases, contributing to the good health of many patients who 
currently have few treatment options. 

         अ    औ             अ                                                            
औ                                  ,          PDC       अ                             
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       अ                       औ                                       अ              
                                   

 

25A8.  Quiz 

1. Random Change in Gene Frequency — Genetic Drift 

 Genetic drift is a random change in the frequency of an 
allele—a particular version of a gene—within a population. 

 It occurs by chance rather than because one allele 
provides a survival or reproductive advantage. 

 Its effect is strongest in small populations, where 

accidental deaths or reproduction by only a few individuals can 
considerably alter allele frequencies. 

 The founder effect and population bottleneck are 

important forms of genetic drift. 

 Drift may cause even a beneficial allele to disappear or a neutral or harmful allele to become 
fixed. It therefore differs from natural selection, which is non-random. 

2. Origin of Mitochondria and Chloroplasts — Endosymbiotic Theory 

 The endosymbiotic theory explains how complex eukaryotic cells acquired mitochondria 

and chloroplasts from formerly free-living bacteria. 

 An ancestral host cell engulfed aerobic bacteria without digesting them. These bacteria 
eventually evolved into mitochondria, which generate cellular energy. 

 In the lineage of plants and algae, engulfed photosynthetic cyanobacteria developed into 
chloroplasts. 

 Evidence includes their circular DNA, bacterial-type ribosomes, double membranes and 

reproduction through binary fission. 

 Many organelle genes were subsequently transferred to the host-cell nucleus. 

 Lynn Margulis strongly developed and popularised this theory during the twentieth century.  

3. Eldredge‟s Co-theorist — Stephen Jay Gould 

 The correct full name is Stephen Jay Gould, an American evolutionary biologist and 
palaeontologist. 

 Gould and palaeontologist Niles Eldredge jointly proposed the theory of punctuated 
equilibria in 1972. 

 The theory holds that species commonly remain comparatively stable for long geological 
periods, a condition called stasis. 

 These periods may be interrupted by relatively brief episodes of rapid evolutionary change, 
often associated with speciation. 

 ―Rapid‖ here means rapid on a geological timescale; it does not imply that complex species 
appear instantaneously. 

 The theory explains why transitional changes may sometimes appear discontinuous in the 

fossil record. 

4. Human Appendix and Whale Pelvis — Vestigial Structures 

 The scientifically accurate answer is vestigial structures or vestigial organs, not ―vestigial 

bones.‖ 

 These are inherited anatomical features that have become reduced or have lost much of their 
ancestral function during evolution. 

 The whale pelvis is a reduced remnant inherited from terrestrial ancestors whose hind limbs 

supported locomotion. 
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 The human appendix is not a bone. It is a vestigial structure associated evolutionarily with a 

larger ancestral caecum, although it retains some immune and microbial functions. 

 Therefore, ―vestigial‖ does not necessarily mean entirely useless. 

 Such structures provide evidence of common ancestry and evolutionary modification. 

5. Self-sacrifice for Relatives — Kin Selection 

 Kin selection explains how behaviour that benefits genetic relatives can evolve even when it 

imposes a cost on the individual performing it. 

 Relatives are likely to possess copies of some of the same alleles; therefore, helping them 
reproduce can indirectly transmit shared genes. 

 This contribution is included within an organism‘s inclusive fitness. 

 Hamilton expressed the basic condition as rB > C, where r represents genetic relatedness, B 
the reproductive benefit received by the relative and C the cost to the helper. 

 Alarm calls and sterile worker behaviour in social insects are commonly discussed examples. 

 Not every apparent sacrifice is necessarily kin-selected. 

6. Visual Concept — Red Queen Hypothesis 

 The Red Queen hypothesis describes continual evolutionary change caused by interactions 

between competing or antagonistic species. 
 It was proposed by evolutionary biologist Leigh Van Valen in 1973 and named after the Red 

Queen in Lewis Carroll‘s Through the Looking-Glass. 

 A species must continually adapt merely to maintain its relative fitness because its 
competitors, predators, parasites or hosts are also evolving. 

 In host–parasite relationships, a host evolves stronger defences while the parasite evolves 
improved mechanisms of infection. 

 The hypothesis is also used to explain how sexual reproduction may generate genetic 

variation that helps hosts resist rapidly evolving parasites. 
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25A8.  Smart glasses highlight gaps in privacy laws 

                                                         

 In June, reality star Kylie Jenner posted her latest collaboration on social media — a new 
design for Meta‘s line of AI-powered ―smart glasses‖. 

      ,                इ                          अ                           — Meta    
AI-        ―            ‖                              

 Images of her wearing the glasses filled social media, as did videos of her teenage self 
lamenting the lack of privacy she was afforded because of her fame. 

                                               ,                                         
          ,          अ                                                                 

 The irony was unmissable: how is Ms. Jenner, who was once so worried about privacy, now 
promoting a device that enables surveillance? 
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               :          ,                                     , अ                         
                                    ? 

 Smart glasses are the latest addition to the wearable technology space. 

                                                           
 It is also a dangerous example of how current laws are unable to keep up with today‘s tech 

innovation. 

                                                                                   

          अ         
 According to Meta, these glasses allow you to see and answer calls, messages, and 

notifications via voice command. 

Meta    अ     ,                इ                       ,       औ                         
                            

 Built-in speakers help you listen to music and an integrated camera enables you to capture 
photos or videos through the lenses. 

अ                                              औ                                              
                                    

 Meta describes these glasses as ―normal-looking eyewear with discreetly integrated glasses 
technology.‖ 

Meta            ―                                                                  ‖       

                  
 Hidden from the naked eye, these glasses contain ―tiny speakers, microphones, [and] a 

lightweight camera.‖ 

                                          ―          ,   इ      औ            ‖          
 The tech giant isn‘t shying away from how inconspicuous these features are; rather, it is 

flaunting it. 

                                            औ                                           ; 
                              

Privacy and data concerns 

      औ                       

 In India, the glasses, which have been advertised everywhere, retail at around ₹25,000. 

       ,                                                       ₹25,000     
 Stickers that claim to completely cover the LED recording indicator are also widely available. 

                                 ,    LED                                                   
 Meta says that if the LED is covered, the glasses will block the recording until the sticker is 

removed. 

Meta                   LED                   ,                                            

      
 Yet, workarounds are just a Google search away. 

      ,                           Google                          
 The glasses also make a shutter sound when they start and stop recording, but this is not a 

strong indicator that you are being recorded. 

             औ                                            ,                                

                                       
 Further, Meta argues that the glasses are ―designed for privacy, controlled by you.‖ 

     अ      , Meta                      ―                 इ            औ             
                    ‖ 
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 But this ―control‖ is limited to the wearer, and not the recorded subject, such as requiring 
additional verification before use. 

         ―      ‖                                       ,                                , 
                      अ                               

 The website adds, ―Meta collects data needed to help ensure that your glasses and app are 
reliable, secure and operating normally.‖ 

                         , ―Meta           औ                ,        औ               
                                                      ‖ 

 An investigation by Swedish newspapers Svenska Dagbladet and Goteborgs-Posten found 
that Meta‘s contracted workers, who sometimes review the data to track user experience, 
were able to view sensitive content filmed on the smart glasses, including wearers using the 
toilet. 

                  Svenska Dagbladet औ  Goteborgs-Posten                           

Meta    अ               ,       -              अ                                       
       ,                                                       ,                            
                                     

 In a comment to BBC News, Meta said its privacy policy states that it sometimes uses 
contractors to review data shared with them. 

BBC News                      Meta                                                -    
                                                अ                                    

 In this context, concerns about women‘s privacy have grown. 

           ,                                            
 Data from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) show that in 2023, before the glasses 

entered the market, there were 3,678 cases of women-centred cybercrimes. 

                          (NCRB)                      2023   ,                                , 
                              इ             3,678                      

 Of these, 2,767 cases involved the transmission or publication of sexually explicit material. 

        2,767                                                           
 Consider how much easier these glasses would make it to record people without their 

knowledge, including in private spaces. 

                                            ,                            ,                    
                     

 The potential risks to children are equally concerning. 

                                                  
 In 2023, the NCRB recorded over 698 cases related to the use or storage of child sexual 

abuse material. 

2023   , NCRB                                                     698    अ               

     
 If adults cannot often recognise when the glasses are recording, a child certainly cannot. 

            अ                                                       ,                      
                  

 These risks are compounded by the glasses‘ battery life, offering 4-9 hours of active use. 

                     4-9                         औ               
 This means entire movies can be recorded, university lectures can be taped, confidential 

documents scanned, and patient information collected. 

     अ                                             ,                                           
       ,                                         औ                                       
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 It also means that even those who are not intentionally engaging in malpractice could 
invariably do so — by capturing something private in the frame‘s periphery, for example. 

           अ                   अ                               ,                       

              —              ,                                                         
 Ultimately, these glasses allow for the extensive, non-consensual collection of data. 

अ    ,                                                     अ               

Lacuna in the law 

                

 India‘s laws today do little to protect people from this surveillance. 

                                                                                            
 The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDPA) is technologically agnostic, 

making the purpose of data collection the key consideration. 

                                  , 2023 (DPDPA)          -       ,             
                                      

 In a public space, people can neither grant consent nor monitor how their information is used. 

                          अ                     औ                                     
                                          

 Following the landmark K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India 2017 judgment, reasonable 

expectation of privacy was recognised as a fundamental right under Article 21. 

         K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India 2017             ,                        
अ       21              अ                             

 This means that people, even in public spaces, don‘t generally expect to be captured in detail. 

     अ            ,                                ,             अ                       
                             

 But the DPDPA excludes information that is made publicly available. 

      DPDPA                                         अ                           
 Hence, the reasonable expectation of privacy granted by Puttaswamy is not met because the 

Act does not regulate how someone is being recorded in public. 

     , Puttaswamy                                                    ,          अ       

                                                             ,                         
 The Act‘s scope is diluted further since there are minimal indicators that you could be in 

someone‘s frame, unlike someone recording on their phone. 

अ                औ                                                                     ,    

                                                                    
 This combination of rapid tech innovation and a lack of legal regulation and public awareness 

creates the perfect storm. 

                  औ                       -                                     
                     

 With devices such as these glasses becoming common, people may be collecting information 
with little knowledge of where the data are being used. 

                                ,                                                        
                                             

 Without legal safeguards, digital accountability risks becoming an afterthought. 

                      अ                                                            
 Banning such devices isn‘t practical from a business or tech standpoint. 
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 Meta might be the biggest player in this space today, but Google and Reliance are also 
entering the smart glasses market. 

   Meta                                    ,       Google औ  Reliance                  
                         

 As wearable tech becomes more advanced, banning it will become increasingly difficult. 

    -                          अ                   ,                    औ  अ         

            
 Instead, laws should be framed with an understanding of how AI is changing the landscape. 

         ,                                                   AI                        

        
 There is a need for assessments on how technology will evolve, the risks that may 

accompany it, and the government‘s responsibility in ensuring that citizens are adequately 
protected. 

                                                            ,             -         

                 औ                                                                           
                 

 

25A8. Workers in China fear job loss as AI and robots are poised to take their 
place 

                                  ,           औ                                  

 Computer programmer Fei Zhaojun‟s boss asked him if artificial intelligence could soon 

replace humans in coding jobs. 

                                                                                           
                                      

 Two weeks later, he was laid off from his job in Beijing, together with about 160 of his 
colleagues. 

             ,                                     160                               
 It is an increasingly common scenario as AI, supported by government policies, reshapes 

China‘s massive job market. 

                                   ,                                                       
                             

 Some economists believe that might eventually undermine the overall strength of the world‟s 
second largest economy. 
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     अ                            अ                                                     
                  

 ―There appears to be far less anti-AI sentiment in China (than elsewhere). 

 ―       (अ                    )    -                                    
 Most people seem either positive, neutral, or mildly interested in AI,‖ said Shujing He, a 

Beijing-based senior analyst at advisory and research firm Plenum. 

            अ                                                                 , ―अ           

                   ,      अ                                            ‖ 
 ―Individuals who worry about being replaced, as well as those who have already left traditional 

workplaces, are often eager to experiment with AI-enabled businesses and independent 
ventures,‖ she said. 

           , ―       अ                                    औ                                  
           ,            -            औ                                                    ‖ 

 ―The level of interest is striking.‖ 

 ―                                    ‖ 
 Until recently, Mr. Fei had doubted AI could do programming work perfectly, even though his 

bosses thought it was close enough. 

                                                                       ,                      
                                       

 ―Mid-level coders‟ job are essentially replaceable in most of the cases,‖ said Mr. Fei, 40. 

 40                   , ―अ                                                                  
           ‖ 

 ―Even if it is a disaster that leads to replacing all humans, at this stage, you just have to use it 
as everyone else is using it.‖ 

 ―                                                       ,                           
                  ,                      इ                    ‖ 

 Now he is making vlog-style short videos during a career break while figuring out what he 
wants to do next. 

 अ     अ                                -                              औ                     

                                   
 He is not making a living off of his videos, which are about ordinary people‟s lives, but 

hopes that they might help others. 

                                  अ                      अ                   ,                
                अ                              

No takers for languages 

                  इ          

 Du Qinchun, a part-time translator, has been helping to train an AI model to do translations. 

 अ        अ                , अ                                                          
        

 That has brought him more work, at least temporarily. 

             -  -   अ            अ                 
 ―But it‘s true that the pay in the industry has been cut by more than half compared to what 

it was years ago,‖ said Mr. Du, who is based in southwestern China‘s Chengdu city. 

     -                                                 , ―                                        
                                                            ‖ 
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 The trend is so evident that popular college programmes in foreign languages have 
increasingly fallen out of favour as AI-powered translation tools have become more 

widespread. 

                             -                         अ                      

                                                                                   
 The share of Chinese industrial enterprises saying they use AI models and “agents” jumped 

to 47.5% 

          औ  “    ”                                     औ                अ           
47.5%         

 last year from 9.6% in 2024, according to the market intelligence firm IDC. 

                              अ     ,    अ      2024    9.6%                             
           

 ―China‘s vibrant open-source model ecosystem fosters greater AI application innovation in 

industrial settings, gradually closing the gap between foundational model capabilities and 
real-world enterprise value creation,‖ said Yanze Du, an IDC senior research manager in 

Beijing. 

                           अ                             , ―                -          

                औ                     अ                   अ                               
                            औ              -                    अ           -           
       ‖ 

 Humanoid robots can now, for example, sort parcels in postal centres, although still on a 

small-scale basis, and are pushing the boundaries in performing more human tasks such as 
directing traffic and making coffee. 

              ,               अ                                        ,       अ           
                     , औ                                              अ                   
                                          

 Food delivery robots are also gaining ground, potentially threatening the livelihoods of 

millions of Chinese food delivery workers. 

                                                    ,                       -                   
                                         

 Generative AI increasingly is used for creation, production and distribution in China‘s short 
drama industry. 

                              ,        औ                                              

        
 The number of live-action short and vertical video series designed for mobile phones fell 

about 75% in the first quarter of this year from a year earlier, according to Chinese media 

reports. 

                       अ     ,                              -                           
                                   अ                इ                             75%    

    
 A report from International Labour Organization, meanwhile, found that women face 

higher risks of losing employment due to use of AI than men, as they tend to work in 

areas more suitable for automation. 

       ,                                                                                 
                                                  ,                                           
              अ               

 Under China‘s “AI Plus” initiative and its five-year plan through 2030, the government is 
pushing to infuse AI across many industries, aiming to gain an edge in China‘s technology 
rivalry with the U.S. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
8 

        “       ”     औ  2030                        अ            अ                  

                              ,              अ                                               

              
 ―What is specific to China is that the government is really into diffusing AI across the 

economy, so AI may get into different domains more quickly compared to other countries,‖ 
said Zilan Qian, a research associate at Oxford China Policy Lab. 

                                                          , ―                              
                                                                ;       अ                    
                   अ                            ‖ 

Ageing population 

                  

 That said, in the longer run, some experts say unemployment rates could fall, since China‘s 
population of 1.4 billion is rapidly ageing and shrinking. 

            ,                                                                 ,              
1.4                                       औ             

 By 2050, China is projected to have fewer than two working-age adults to support each 
retiree, compared with more than 2.5 in the U.S., said Xuenan Cao, a professor at San 

Francisco Bay University whose focus includes technology and society. 

           औ                            अ                                             
                            2050                                                               
                               अ        ,      अ                   2.5    अ          

 ―Automation could partially offset a shrinking workforce rather than being purely a threat 
to it,‖ Mr. Cao said. 

              , ―                                                      ,                
                    ‖ 
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25A8.  Perfect host 

            

 The 2026 BWF World Championships in New Delhi marked 
the rise of France as an on-court force and of India as a capable host. 

                   2026 BWF                                    

  -                         औ                                 
                            

 Alex Lanier‘s triumph in singles, and Thom Gicquel and 
Delphine Delrue‘s in mixed doubles, were the first golds in France‘s 
history. 

                                                            औ  
                                                            

 It was just over three months ago that the European nation 
finished a worthy runner-up to China in the Thomas Cup, the de facto 
World Cup in badminton. 

अ                    अ                                              
               ,                                                 
अ                     

 The Worlds success has established France as a serious 
contender in a sport otherwise dominated by Asian countries. 

                                                                        
              ,       अ                                  

 In fact, Lanier is just the third non-Asian this century — after 
Spain‘s Carolina Marin and Denmark‘s Viktor Axelsen — to win the 
singles gold at the World Championships. 

        ,                                                          
                   -                 —                                  

औ                                                       
 The 21-year-old did that at a spruced-up Indira Gandhi Indoor 

Stadium, which was in the dock earlier in January when pigeons and 

monkeys intruded into the arena during the India Open. 

21                                             इ            इ             

           ,                                                       
  ,                              औ                           

 The massive facelift ensured that the marquee event‘s return to 
India after 17 years would be long remembered. 

                                      17                                              
                           

 An Se-Young will also go back with happy memories after reclaiming the women‘s singles 
crown from three-time titlist Akane Yamaguchi. 

     -                                                                                     

                         
 The victory extended the 24-year-old reigning Olympic champion‘s stellar 2026, during which 

she has won an Uber Cup gold medal, and the individual and team trophies at the Badminton 
Asia Championships. 

          24                                     2026    औ            ,                  
                                                       औ                     
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 For India, the competition was the 12th straight edition where it secured at least one medal, 
with Gayatri Gopichand and Treesa Jolly bagging a bronze in women‘s doubles. 

                      12             ,              -  -                    ,      

              औ                                             
 The performance is the latest in a series of good outcomes for Indian badminton after an 

ordinary 2025, where Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty‘s World Championships 
doubles bronze was the best result. 

                   2025                               अ                                  , 
                             औ                                                       

           
 This year, Lakshya Sen reached the All England Open final, and Ayush Shetty at the 

Badminton Asia Championships. 

      ,                                         ,                                          

                    
 P.V. Sindhu‘s victory at the Japan Open Super 750 last month was only her second Tour title 

in the last four years, and there were also triumphs for Satwiksairaj and Chirag at Singapore 
Open Super 750, and for Devika Sihag, Tanvi Sharma and Ashmita Chaliha at the Super 300 
level. 

              .  .          Japan Open Super 750                                             
        ,                   औ           Singapore Open Super 750                    , 

          औ                   Super 300                      
 Yet, the feeling is unmistakable that India should have done better at a home World 

Championships, with Lakshya‘s second-round defeat to the unheralded American teenager 
Garret Tan the most disappointing. 

      ,                             अ                                                     , 
                                                                                           

 There is no questioning the 25-year-old‘s capability; he is a World Championships bronze 
medallist, a two-time All England finalist and finished an agonising fourth at the Paris 2024 
Olympics. 

25                                                  ;                                

      ,              इ        इ         औ        2024                                     
                

 But no Indian men‘s singles player has won an elite BWF Super 1000-level title since K. 

Srikanth in 2017. 

      2017      .                                                            BWF Super 

1000                            
 A swift end to this drought is essential for the overall health of the sport. 
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25A8. Incumbent Tokayev wins key election in Kazakhstan 

                                                          

 Kazakhstan‘s pro-government Adilet Party won 71% of votes in a 
parliamentary election, officials said on Monday, a result expected to strengthen 
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev‘s grip on power in Central Asia‘s largest 
nation. 

                                                       71%             , 

अ                         ;                                                   

     -                                                     
 The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe said the vote 

was marred by a lack of distinct political opposition, with ―all parties supporting 
the incumbent President‘s policies.‖ 

               औ              (OSCE)                                          
अ                                   ,       ―                                
                   ‖ 

 

 
 
 
 


